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Causes of early Errors in Religion. 


Mhany causes have conspired at different periods 
to introduce into the christian. religion doctrines and 
sentiments, which were never contemplated by our Sa- 
vivur or his Apostles. Some of these are easily detect- 
ed; others are more concealed. We know the great 
event of the Reformation was brought about by the 
gross and glaring errors, which had by degrees crept 
into the church. Protestantism in all its gradations 
and shapes has become such by lopping off the excre- 
scences, which had been gradually accumulating around 
the fair and simple form of christian truth. The enor- 
mities of later times may no doubt be traced to the 
passions and selfish motives of ambitious men. The 
excesses, which opened the eyes, and roused the spirit 
of Luther, were of comparatively modern origin. One 
abuse had been heaped upon another, till the measure 
was at length full. Religion had become an engine of 


secular domination; and the gospel of Jesus, which was 
designed to enlighten men with truth, wean them from 
the world, and prepare them for heaven, was made to 
fix the seal of ignorance, minister to the wicked pas- 
sions, and chain the soul to the grovelling things of the 
earth. 
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Causes of early Errors in Religion. Ss 


ing analogies between their former and present opinions, 
and a willingness to retain as much as possible of the 
system, which had once operated so powerfully upon 
their imagination, and gained the assent of their under- 
standing. 

Long before the time of our Saviour, there had been 
two systems in vogue, dignified with the venerable name 
of Philosophy, and essentially different from each other, 
namely, the Oriental and the Grecian. In all those 
countries to which the christian religion found its way 
during the first century, one or other of these systems, 
or some of the peculiar tenets of both combined, had as- 
sumed an entire ascendency over the minds, not only 
of the learned, but of the people generally. 

The birth place of the Oriental Philosophy was Per- 
sia, or Arabia; but at the commencement of the chris- 
tian era, it had spread itself over Palestine and made 
its way even to Alexandria, which city, since the Ptolo- 
mies, had become the central point of Jearning and re- 
finement in the East. ‘This philosophy dealt profound- 
ly in the doctrine of spirits; it traced out their geneal- 
ogies, assigned to them various ranks, and apportioned 
the parts, which they respectively sustained in the 
work and management of the creation. It went farther, 
and invented rules by which these spirits might be called 
froin their invisible abodes and busy occupations, to aid 
the designs of men. Hence the witchcraft of the Old 
Testament, the doctrine of demons, the genii of the 
Arabian Tales, and the common spiritual agents of eas- 
tern story. 

Another peculiarity of this philosophy was the man- 
ner In which it accounted for good and evil in the 
world. It taught that there were two beings existing 
from eternity, and equally powerful, the one essentially 
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Causes of early Errors in Religion. 5 


were many of them detected by the purifying test of the 
Reformation, and have since been dune away. Others 
mingled in the same stream, and came down farther, 
and are not yet removed. | 

The Western, or Grecian, Philosophy had been 
brought to its highest perfection by Plato. This sys- 
tem was greatly superior to the Eastern. It had been 
the gradual work of some of the wisest men the world 
has ever seen. Its machinery and its theogony were 
imaginary and fantastic, but its morals were founded 
on the basis of reason and human nature. As a theory 
of morals it was in many respects beautiful; but it was 
destitute of some essential parts by which its symmetry 
was disfigured, and it was indeed a theory which could 
never be made practical, without higher sanctions than 
the wit of man could discover. It was too abstract 
and aerial; and although it was seldom the patron of 
vice, it was in many cases an ineffectual guide to virtue. 
After many subtle inquiries and fruitless speculations, 
it had at length been agreed, that virtue was the chief 
good; and this was a fundamental principle with Plato. 
To this end he would consider his philosophy directed. 
But the virtue of the heathen world was not the virtue 
of christianity. When the chief good was attained, it 
was but a single step towards the high acquisitions to 
which the rules of the Guspel are designed to conduct 
the mind. The nature of God is the foundation of all 
morals and of all religion. Of this nature Plato was 
ignorant. He knew nothing of the unity of God, of his 
perfections, his providence. He could not solve the 
preblem of the existence of good and evil in such une- 
qual distribution; and although he accounted virtue the 
chief good, he could not tell why evil was so often its 
inseparable companion. This was beyond the reach of 

1* 











‘MOI eUIFewl pazySiuaq & JO SALI9A9I PjiM ay} Wor Fanads 
Yotym ‘uOIStjaa Jo sasnge ssay yz, *adUaIISUOd Jo SHuLyoR 
24} ayjoos pu ‘Aj1iaq pepuayo uv aseadde ‘samo 
13ay} 20f BuO}e Pynod Aay}? paiouey aavy usw YyoIyA 
fq ‘saSnjiayqns snopnoipia Jayjo pure ‘sasinoos pazoigut 
J/9S 94) Glaq psod ay} *yalys areYy ay) paynqisgje 9q AvuT 
WiBesp paisuosyd awies ay) OF, ‘so9lja0se ssajasn YpIA 
UOISH|I0S DIjsBUOW JO S{ja2 94) paydoad ‘saun} J93R] UL 
‘YIU ‘OURS BY) JO D194 B SBM BI puR fsjruaay Suidou 
YIM SUJVALD PUR SBABI 9Y) Pay]y yoy ‘uoyjou apnid 
SIU} SBM JT ‘apnjzjauM Suikuap-jpas ssaj pue aznjoses 
859] 2Y} JO aBewWOY ay} puR ‘{}IQ9UeS JO BWR) 24} pazaAod 
OYA *9SOY} JO UOI}IGUIR 94) SBM Sty) fA}IPRIOW SUM SIYT, 
‘suoijejdmajzuo0s Auoo;s uMO siy Jo afjURM aIqWOS 2u3 
ul jjasuy ydeim pur ‘pyi0m ay} jo sjinsind Suijjsng ay} 
uo 3dul9d}U09 sso1OW V YIIM Payoo] ‘ajI] JO S}10;WI0D Jy} 
pasidsop ‘A4ja100s pauunys oym ‘uew snonjaia AjnJ} 3q3 
sem AjUO OFF ‘sjuawdofua pue sainsvajd yuaI0UU! 07 
UIA PI] Y'y SuOTRUTOUL AUdAd JO JOURISISIA OZBUTBSQO 
UB pUe ‘SUO!}VOyIZA0UL ‘$9.1nj10} SuiseaouN aq 07 JYSNOYy 
SBM *p2][O1}U09 sem pi WOYM Aq Suiaq payoim ay} jo 
Auuvsdky oy} pue ‘saouangur [tag sz wo.ay paeay Suraq jo 
apow Ajuo ay} ‘Apeyew yenjuids Asaao pur ‘ured Auaae 
jO ‘payoim Suiy} £190 Jo yeas oy} sem Apog 34} sy 
*19} VIVO 
ay} Surjyexd so ‘0a;]93UL oy. Suraoidur ‘sSutjaey vy} 
Suiugas ur Aovoya ou pry sev yons 40 ‘pansqe s9yj12 svo 
-170¥id Ul }sISUOD 9nz41A Suryeu Aq ‘syeiow jo ajdioutid 
ysnf Auvaa pakonsap yy *Aouapua; snoiiused ysour 
v pey uoljOU SIYy, ‘Suayns 0} 31 Suryjoafqns pure ‘urs 
0} }l Suisned ‘jnos ay? Surssojo Saved jemayya ay) YIM 
dem 78 SABM|B SI YOIYM {419}}BU1 0} BDUI}SIX9 BARS auOlE 
2A ‘uorndajsadun [je Jo osye pue ‘1Aa [je Jo 20Yj Ne ayy 
SUM #SBl SIT, “peq 19430 dy} pue ‘ainjeU szI Ul poos 


‘noisijay ur solig fjuva fo sasnvg t 





"ae 


ar eee 








Se: 





=> a ait mera aceasta 


Rebs Aon tante 


sat eandial 




















Causes of early Errors in Religion. 7 


always persisted in the sound exposition of the New 
Testament. ‘To this period they continued free, if we 
except the joyless morality of the Essenes, from the dis- 
tractions of pseudo-philosophy; and maintained among 
themselves genuine apostolical christianity. But scarce- 
ly had some of the scholars of the heathen world, for 
instance Clement of Alexandria, acknowledged chris- 
‘ tianity, when the pseudo-philosophy of the Easterns 
and New Platonists broke in like a rapid torrent, and 
left behind universal desolation. Until this time the 
doctriaes of the christian religion had been preached 
without exception, and with the greatest publicity to all 
who would hear them, and, as the founder of chris- 
tianity expressed himself in his charge tu the Apos- 
tles, ‘from the house tops” But now, in resemblance 
of the heathen mysteries, certain ceremonies and doc- 
trines began to be concealed, and thus christianity as- 
sumed its mysteries, as well as heathenism. Besides, 
a variety of heathen ceremonies were adopted in the 
divine service, and hence christianity became gradually 
a ceremonial religion.” ‘These perversions of the true 
faith increased for centuries. 

The allegorical mode of interpretation, which com- 
menced with the incomparable Origen, opened a door 
for additional deviations. It virtually took away all 
rules, and left the religion of the Bible to float at ran- 
dom on the imagination. But we have not time to pur- 
sue this branch of the subject. What we have said is 
enough to show, that nothing could be more natural, 
than for the early converts to incorporate with the 
christian faith many of their former heathen notions, 
and thus to corrupt its purity. The subject has been 
thoroughly investigated by able hands, and what has 
been shown to be so extremely probable in itself, has 
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On a Translation of the Scriptures. 9 


ren. We believe as sincerely as they can, that the 
Bible contains the rule of our faith and practice. But 
we do not believe that king James’s version of the 
Bible is of divine authority. We are sure, although 
this version has many excellencies, and does undoubt- 
edly give, on the whole, a fair representation of the 
original, that it contains many inaccuracies and faults. 
This has been the opinion of distinguished men of 
every denomination of christians. It has been pro- 
claimed by the most learned English theologians, both 
in and out of the establishment. Archbishop New- 
come, in a work entitled, 4n historical view of Eng- 
lish biblical Translations, has brought together the 
opinions ef a very large number of men eminent for 
learning and piety. ‘They agree, that a much more cor- 
rect representation of the original scriptures might, and 
ought, to be given to the public. 

There are facts relative to the version in common 
use, which ought to satisfy every mind, that with the 
best intentions, the translators could not have given 
so correct a version of the sacred writings, as might be 
given at the present day. In regard to the New Tes- 
tament particularly, we have now a much more correct 
text obtained from a most elaborate and faithful colla- 
tion of a great number of manuscripts not then known, 
and of much higher authority than those which were 
compared to form the edition used by James’s transla- 
tors. Beza’s edition was the one selected as the stand- 
ard of our common English version, and that was found- 
ed upon the authority of a few manuscripts, of which 
only two were of great value, and of these he appears 
to have made but little use. Since that time, more than 
three hundred manuscripts have been discovered. 
These have been minutely examined, and from them, 
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Rev. Mr. Campbell on the Trinity and Atonement. 11 


fur party is so much greater than the zeal for truth, the 
merits of the present version will not be fairly can- 
vassed, nor can we ever hope easily to substitute a new 
and a better one in its place. To a certain extent, it 
may be desirable, perhaps, that these prejudices and 
fears should exist. If they retard the progress of truth, 
they may also prevent the intrusion of error. As a 
general principle, this may be admitted; but it should 
yield in extreme cases, like the one in question. Truth 
cannot suffer, but much error may be removed. Party 
feelings should be forgotten, sectarian prejudices sup- 
pressed, and every good feeling, principle, and honest 
intention, should be blended by all parties in a work, 
which aims only to exhibit the word of God in its pro- 
per force and purity. 




















S. J. M. 
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Rev. Mr. Campbell’s Address on the Trinity and 
Atonement. , 






A sMaLL work has lately been published in Pitts- 
burgh, by the Rev. John Campbell, of that place, enti- 
tled, An Address to professed Christians on the Unity 
of God, and the Reconciliation made by Jesus Christ. 
The author manifests an intimate acquaintance with 
the subjects, which he undertakes to discuss, and sus- 
tains his positions by arguments drawn chiefly from the 
scriptures, 

He first examines the doctrine of the trinity, as it is 
usually received by its advocates, and proves it to be 
unsupported by the plain sense of the word of God, 
and opposed to the scripture views of the divine unity. 
He starts with the following propositions; “1. That the 
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puage of revelation, trinitarians have invented a very 
awkward, and in some cases, a perfectly unintelligible 


“phraseology to express their ideas on this great tenet 
of their faith; such as, God of God; very God of very 


od; triune God; light of light; God-man; three per- 
sons in one God; two natures in one being; God the 
Son; God the Holy Ghost; trinity of persons, and uni- 
ty of essence; trinity in unity, and unity in trinity; 


Shypostatical union; eternal procession; and numerous 


k of the | 


others quite as extraordinary and unmeaning. Now of 
the phrases here quoted, not one can be found in the 
Bible, nor any thing resembling them. Does this argue 
much for the doctrine, which they are intended to sha- 
dow forth? It would seem as if the ingenuity of man had 


tions of words, as should the most effectually cloud the 


understanding. ‘They are more like the talismans of 


We make no such charge. But tell us what 
evidence we can have in their vindication, when we 
find them so totally abandoning the language of the 
scriptures, and constructing their creeds in a phrase- 
ology as uncouth and contradictory, as it is unscriptu- 
ral. Thesk remarks need not be confined to the tri- 
nity. They willapply with nearly equal force to many 
other doctrines, which have been made the burden of 
human creeds. 

On the subject of the supposed two natures of Christ, 
Mr. Campbell says, 


‘‘Let the advocates of two natures produce any one passage where 
this sentiment is expressed, and then they may urge it upon us; but 


untél they do this, we assert that it is no part of the christian reli- 
°o 
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same as the consciousness and nature of God, nor was 
there necessarily any accordance between them. Christ 
had not always the same will as God; for where he 
says, “thy will, and not mine be done,” it is evident that 
his will at that time did not accord with the Father’s. 
He was also subject to passions, desires, and feelings, to 
which there can be nothing corresponding in the nature 
of God. How then could these beings be the same, 
with such opposite tendencies in their natures? 

It is idle to tell us here, that we are talking of things 
of which we know nothing, and therefore it is presump- 
tuous for us to reason about them. We say the perfect 
union of God with another being is impossible, precisely 
as we say it is impossible for God to be unjust, unhappy, 
or unwise. Although we cannot comprehend the Deity, 
nor any part of his works, yet we do not hesitate to say, 
that certain things are impossible in regard to him. 
We venture to say this from what we know of his attri- 
butes. But we certainly nave no stronger evidence of 


any of his attributes, than of his simple unity; and we 
may affirm with just as much confidence, that the es- 


sence of his being can never be so divided as in any 
sense to make three parts, or be so united with another 
as in any sense to make one being, as we can that it is 
impossible for his justice ever to be altered, or his pow- 
er tobe circumscribed. It is not dealing fairly with the 
subject, therefore, to call it a mystery, and to take it out 
of the province of reason. 

But say the advocates of this doctrine, it is revealed, 
and must be believed, although it cannot be explained. 
This principle we adhere to most firmly. What is 
revealed we consider an implicit object of faith. That 
man is only a partial christian, who does not cheerfully 
and cordially receive a truth, which he is convinced has 
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taken as a substitute for the sins of men. He states 
what he conceives to be the scripture view of the sub- 
ject in the following words. 


‘*Let it be observed, that the Greek word translated atonement is 
the same, that is almost always rendered reconciliation. It is never 
translated atonement in the New Testament, except in Rom. vy. 11. 
and there it is in the margin rendered reconciliation; and in this text 
we are said to receive it. ‘We joy in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.’ 

‘It supposes a variance to subsist between two parties, but made 
one again by reconciliation, The seripture gives usa distinet ac- 
count of the parties at variance,—the nature, means, and end of the 
reconciliation. That the parties are God on the one side, and man on 
the other seems admitted by all. That the cause of the difference is 
sin on the part of man, which alienated him from God, is as generally 
admitted as the former, 

“Many also are willing to admit, that, as God is unchangeable in 
goodness, no change can have taken place in him, and as the change 
is wholly in man, the reconciliation must consist in delivering him 
from sin with all its consequences.” p. 18. 

The view here taken embraces an important fact, 
and one little regarded by those, who defend the doc- 
trine of satisfaction. Men are to be reconciled to God, 
and not God to men. God can -never have been 
estranged from his creatures. As he has regarded them 
once, he must always regard them. His nature is incas 
pable of change or disaffection, and consequently he can 
never be otherwise than reconciled. The scriptures 
accordingly always speak of the reconciliation being 
on the part of men; as in the text above quoted, where 
it is said, “we have received the reconciliation.” And 
the command is, “Be ye reconciled to God.” By their 
sins men have wandered from their Maker. They have 
broken his laws, and become disaffected to his govern- 
ment. His love and goodness would bring them back, 
cause them to see their errors and follies, and reconcile 


them to his wise and equable dispensations. 
OR 
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be to impeach his justice. If full payment be made, 
justice requires a perfect release. 
The doctrine of satisfaction, or substitution, is also at 


variance with the freedom of divine grace. 

“If sin is a debt, and Christ paid it all, upon what ground is it 
said to be forgiven? Let any of the advocates of this system show, 
how the full payment of a debt can be reconciled with the glori- 
ous truth, that God forgives us freely.—lf, as is asserted, Jesus was 
delivered up, that he might pay the debt, and pacify God’s wrath, 
what was there that God could freely give, when Christ had paid for 
all?—But if, according to scripture, the love of God was such, that 
he gave his Son to publish the Gospel, to exeniplity it in his life, 
to confirm it by his death, and to assure us of eternal life by his 
resurrection from the dead, all is clear, all is consistent.”—p. 24. 


All that is said of grace or pardon in the scriptures, 
if men are accepted of God on the grounds of a satis- 
faction made for their sins by another being, would 
be unintelligible. Where is any room for pardon? 
Our acceptance is secured, and there is nothing to par- 
don. But we do not learn the scriptures thus. As 
we read them, our only hope of acceptance is in the 
free grace, and unmerited pardon of God. Is it said 
we are pardoned through the merits of Christ? This 
is only giving wrong names to things, and removing 
the difficulty one step higher. If a pardon is already 
purchased, it is granted not as an act of grace or mercy, 
but of justice. 

And yet every sinner must feel, that there is a ne- 
cessity for the pardoning mercies of God. When the 
wicked repent, and turn from their sins, and reform 
their lives, and not before, God in his gracious good- 
ness will forgive and accept them. When we have 
done all, which our imperfect natures will suffer us to 
do, we shall still be deficient, and unworthy in the sight 
of a holy God. But he has promised his loving kind- 
ness, his mercy, and his pardoning grace, to remove 








prom aed ur Ajuo 41 yda00" 4ySim pox ‘apeut st coy 
“OBjSIIVS VUBUL UY YSnoy)]e yey) ‘fes OF *pazjimWIOD 
9q UBD JAAD JO *UdIQ ALY J9AI ZLY} [[e VAOWI 07 samod 
QWILS IY} BARBY JSNUI 71 ‘UIS UO BAOWA 0} JaMOd JARY 41 JI 
pue f3U9}x9 aylUyUL Uv dARY ‘a10J9194) YsnU yy “Surg 
a}1uyul ue Aq speUl SEM UOIZORJseS BY], *}Na}SISUOOUT 
pue punosun si ji yng = *apnzi7e] ysaqjny S71 UI pazjIMpe 
UIYA ‘9WAaYIS 34} Jo S2oUeNbasUOD snosaSUEp pu [eIOUL 
“Wit 94} Woay adevosa ue se AjUO paAlsjU0d UVveq SulAey 
jo d0uvivadde oy} yonui sey aoIAap sy) ing “sus UMO 
SIY 10) B]Quiamsue si jenpratipal AsVAd [j[B 19}j8 LY} pue 
‘sjudivd 48.19 Ino jo asde; ay} Aq ope sem YOIyM ‘MVT 
2y} JO Youaiq ay} saiedas 0} AjUO papusjzUI sea UOITZIVy 
“SI}VS SI} 2BY} ‘ples savy oWIOg -pauTez}e usaq Aprasye 
sey pea, ues Aayj) yoy 0} y90fqo Ayuo ay} gr ‘Ayyenb 
jesou sayjo Aue 10 ‘ssautjoy ‘aouvzUsdet 107 UOISYI90 
Ou SL BIyYZ, *uosiya4 siy jo sjsed aanjisod pur yesou 
94} [[e@ Sshorjsap ‘pyiom Jy} JO SUIS JY} 10) UOTVIRsHeS 
J] J B ayeuI OF VUIVO dy yey} ‘UOTOU 3y} 4Ng *UOIVeZJ0Y 
-xa £1949 pue ‘puvuwos £1949 jo aw9y} jenjedied 9y} 
Q1¥ ssouTjoY puUe ddURJUAdDY “pua sy} 0} sjuIOd uMs 
“1/91 SIyY JO aMBYIS BJoYyM BY T°} VNSAnd 02 usw dONp 
“UL Pj]HOYs YSIYA *S9ulJ}IOP [VIAII OF PUB ‘AJIT [BUII}a 
jo Ava oy, uado 0} owes ayy ‘poy ul joU pue ‘may? 
ul aSuvyo v IdNpoid 0} BUD VFT «*sUIS JIOY) Jo saduaNh 
-ASAOD [eR] VY} WOIy Wy} BABS 0} puB ‘saxzinbiut sayy 
WO1J UIW UIN}? OF VWIND YsLIyD *A}IND ay} JO sawWLID 
94} Joy JUIOUUT Jy} JO SSuayNs Vy) purwap 0} svdyWsSnf 
UL JUBISRY Jsow 9y} oq pjnom 71 ‘ad1Vsnf jo pvazsul pue 
‘Sug jnjyjwam v ‘aq jouuvd you si pox ‘ajqissod ae 
sSuiy} asay} jo Aoyz1I0U yng =*vo1jsnf oulAIp AystVes pus 
‘y7Bim aulAtp asvadde 07 WY UAS ay PjO} WVIAA “UTLIZE 
0} UOG SI JUIS JY YY *uOT;eI]I9U0I01 BY} SI SILT, 


‘ghamauojy pun Kpuray ayz no yjaqdmng ape aay gy 





er ee 


; 
4 
a 

4 
A 
a 


4 
: 
? 
7 


- 
- rae Or 


— 


Se am 


reer 


-~ 





len atieene 


oe 














de 


ds 





Moral Tendency of Unitarian Preaching. 21 


dreams of enthusiasm. ‘This is so vague a charge, that 
it hardly admits of a formal reply. You have made no 
attempt either to explain your meaning, or prove the 
fact. What you would have your readers understand 
by “the various exercises of mind,” which you mention, 
they are left to conjecture. ‘To meet such a statement, 
it were irrelevant and useless to produce argument. 
Unitarians believe piety to be a rational and opera- 
tive principle, founded on a knowledge of God, of his 
will, and of his requirements. The piety, which they 
preach and strive to cultivate, is various in its charac- 
ter and objects. Itisa devout and impressive sense of 
the majesty, goodness, mercy, and holiness of God. It 
fills the mind with serious meditations on the divine 
perfections, and the divine laws, and not only rules in 
the understanding, but penetrates the heart and kindles 
the affections. The pious mind will feel grateful for 
the blessings it receives, and find its liveliest joy in 
pouring out thanksgivings and praises to the author of 
all good. Especially will it glorify his name for the 
way of salvation, which he has granted through his Son 
Jesus Christ. It will always have an impressive con- 
viction of the unceasing presence of God, and be hum- 
bled with a sense of its own dependence and weakness. 
Unitarians think it also an essential part of piety, that 
they should strive to imitate the example of the Saviour 
in all things. While they love God, they desire to love 
his rational creatures, to treat them as brethren, respect 
their sincere professions, refrain from judging them 
harshly, or denying them the rights and hopes of chris- 
tians. They believe charity a very important branch of 
piety. The man, who is ready to listen to the whispers 
of malevolence, raise the voice of detraction, or hurl the 
weapons of denunciation, gives no convincing testimo- 
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placency, than of unfeigned piety, true holiness, or the 
heavenly spirit of the meek and lowly Jesus. We are 
unwilling to allow, that we have been heedless obser- 
vers, and we frankly confess, that we have seen no per- 
sons more barren in the genuine fruits of religion, than 
those who make the loudest professions, talk the most 
of secret and invisible communications, and weary the 
world with endless details and incidents with which no 
one has any concern but their own souls and their God. 
We have never discovered, that the dispositions of 
such persons have. borne any uncommon marks of con- 
formity to the will of God, that they were ready to 
make any extraordinary sacrifices in the divine service, 
or were more abstracted than others of humbler pretene 
sions from the absorbing interests of the world. Show 
us the holy man of God, whose life is the transcript of 
his mind, and you will puint to one, who communes with 
himself, who is an humble, silent worshipper, content to 
let the warmth of his zeal be felt through the medium of 
his good affections, and his religious impressions be seen 
in the tenor and unvarying rectitude of his life. 

You next charge unitarians with preaching, that the 
strictness and seclusion from fashionable amusements, 
such as the theatre, the ballroom, and the cardtable, 
which some inculcate, are uncommanded austerities, 
and being “righteous overmuch.” ‘This charge, though 
more definite, is as groundless as the one just cu. ider- 
ed. I acknowledge that our preachers do not often so 
far forget themselves, or the sacred places in which 
they stand, as to preach about theatres, cardtables, and 
ballrooms. It is hoped and presumed, that few of them 
are so insensible of the solemnity of the occasion, and 
of the nature of their religion, as to profane the holy 
sabbath of God in his sanctuary by going into the haunts 
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like many others, which I have not had time to notice. 
But it is hardly of this character, for it gives the impres- 
sion, that unitarians preach immorality; that they not 
only avoid what is good, but inculcate what is bad. 
The wicked practices, from which other christians are 
warned by their leaders to abstain, are said to be re- 
presented by unitarian preachers as austerities to which 
their hearers need not submit, and as requiring an un- 
necessary degree of righteousness. Of this statement I 
can only say, it is one for which you cannot bring a 
shadow of proof, and is as opposite to the reality, as 
darkness to light. Unitarian preaching is distinguished 
for nothing more, than its rigid, practical tendency. It 
requires men to be christians in the entire spirit of the 
Gospel, and to seek the favour of God by an unremitted 
obedience to his laws. 

Your next charge is, that, according to this preaching, 
all men, whatever may be their character, will finally be 
saved, or annihilated, This is a subject of importance, 
and claims to be examined with attention. We have 
first to ascertain whether your position is correct in 
point of fact, and here I apprehend you will be found to 
have spoken quite as loosely as in any thing we have 
yet had under review. It must be kept in mind, that 
you are professedly talking of doctrines “inculcated by 
unitarian preachers all over the world.” This you 
have repeated, seemingly to prevent any mistake in re- 
gard to the limits to which you would have your re- 
marks applied. 

It would be a laborious, and perhaps a fruitless task, 
to carry back our inquiries to the primitive unitarians. 
We must be contented to commence with the churches 
in Transylvania and Poland, where unitarianism was 
revived in modern times, and flourished under various 
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happiness by their own misconduct.”* The belief of 
the unitarian churches in Holland on this subject, I 
have no means of ascertaining, but there is reason to 
suppose it is similar to that of the churches last men- 
tioned. 

In England opinions respecting this point are various 
among unitarians, as they are with most other denomi- 
nations. It is certain, however, that they universally be- 
lieve in the future punishment of the wicked; but not 
many, probably, believe in the eternity of this punish- 
ment, at least in the sense of Calvinists. ‘They do not 
pretend to define its precise duration, but hold that it 
will be in such degree and extent, as God in his justice 
and mercy shall see fit to inflict on the wicked. 

The following extract is from the Christian Disciple, a 
work conducted by anumber of clergymen in Boston and 
its vicinity, and may be supposed to convey the prevail- 
ing sentiment of the unitarians in this country. “We 
cannot but wonder and lament, that any should so far 
pervert the oracles of God, as to persuade men to bhe- 
lieve, that there is no punishment hereafter, an error, 
we repeat, most dangerous to the interests of society; it 
breaks down the barriers of conscience, and removes 
those salutary restraints, without which neither virtue 
nor reputation, nor property, are secure.” 

The true state of the case is, then, that unitarians 
as a body universally believe in the future punishment 
of the wicked. By a very large number this punish- 
ment has been considered eternal. By others it is sup- 
posed to be limited in duration, but to be severe and 
dreadful, according to the representations of the scrip- 


* Geneva Catechism, p. 105. The texts quoted are Mark ix. 43; 
Matth. xxiii. 13. 


+ Christian Diseiple, No. 70, for March and April, 1819. 
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: » ject, you will unquestionably find the number of trea- 


tises written by trinitarians in support of this doctrine, 
to be to those written by unitarians, in a ratio of at 
least ten to one. And what is still more remarkable, 
the sect itself, which has taken its distinctive name 
from this tenet of its faith, has, till very lately, been 


x composed entirely of trinitarians. And even now, the 


Se a 


number of those of this sect, who have become unita- 
rians, is undoubtedly small. 

Considering these things, it will not readily be seen 
upon what principles of justice this doctrine is thus 


' made to settle on unitarians, and adduced as an evi- 


dence of the immoral tendency of their preaching. 
The excellent men, whose names are mentioned above, 
have been eminent examples of christian piety and 
character, nor have we ever heard, that others among 
trinitarians holding the same faith have, on this ac- 
count, been noted for defects of morals. Why then 
drag unitarians forward, and exhibit them as worthy 
of reprobation for entertaining a sentiment in common 


» with many other christians of various denominations, 


whose reputation for morals and piety has never been 
impeached on account of this tenet? 

The doctrine of universal salvation is in very close 
accordance with high calvinistic principles. If you 
take away the notion of election and reprobation, it 
becomes a necessary part of the system which remains. 
If Christ has made an atonement for the sins of the 
whole world, or in other words, if his sufferings were 
taken as a substitute for the sins of men, his righte- 
ousness being imputed to them and their sins to him, it 
follows, that all men will attain salvation through him. 
The benefits of his substitution cannot be restricted, 


because, according to the calvinistic plan, he was, in 
5* 
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Moral Tendency of Unitarian Preaching. 3t 


it altogether, should continue, and at the same time the 
other rigid tenets of calvinism should be retained, we 
may expect at no distant period to see the ranks of 
universalism greatly strengthened from this quarter. 

So much for facts. It may be in unison with the 
general object of my remarks, to say a few words on 
the comparative moral tendency of the two doctrines 
just noticed. For argument’s sake let it be admitted, 
that they are both true. Although this would be an im- 
possibility, yet the influence of a doctrine when tho- 
roughly believed does not depend on its truth or false- 
hood; and we may reason on this influence without re- 
ference to either. 1 will confine my remarks to two 
particulars, as embracing most, if not all others, name- 
ly, the luve of God, and the sanction of the divine 
laws.* 


* With the truth or falsehood of either of the doctrines 1 have 
at present no concern. The controversy on this subject is well 
known to rest on the meaning of a single Greek word, a: wy, and 
its derivative, @iwysog, The advocates for one doctrine affirm, 
that the word signifies an eternal duration when applied to the 
punishment of the wicked; while those on the other side maintain, 
that it should always be taken in a Jimited sense when thus ap- 
plied. Hence the whole controversy becomes a matter of verbal 
criticism, and it is one presumption against the doctrine of eternal 
misery—a doctrine of so much moment if true—that it should be 
left to so slender a defence; and more especially, as the word is used 
in only jive places in the New Flestament in connexion with the 
punishment of sin, where it is supposed to mean eternal duration. 

Innumerable examples might be cited, in which the word is used 
to denote a limited duration; and particularly, in the Septuagint Ver- 
sion of the Old Testament, other words are joined with it, which 
effectually restrict its meaning. ‘Lhus, Exod. xv. 18. The Lord 
shall reign, Tov aiaya, net em aiwvae, net ets, for ever and 
ever, and further. Wan, xii. 3. They shall shine as the stars, 
G66 TOY aiava, xa: ETI, for ever, and farther Mic. iv.5. We 
wil wall in the name of the Lord our God, ¢1¢ Tov asmva, webs 
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praises and advancing the glory of God,—I say, ad- 
mitting this doctrine to be true, does it not exhibit the 
Deity in a more exalted and engaging light, than the 
other doctrine, and under such «a character, that the 
soul can with more freedom and fervour express to- 
wards him its emotions of piety and love, and as will 
enable all men to discharge with greater sincerity and 
confidence the duties springing out of the relation in 
which they stand to their Maker? This will hardly be 
denied; and if not, it follows most clearly, that the 
moral influence of this doctrine is more efficacious, than 
that of the other, in drawing us to a proper love and 
devout service of the Supreme Being. 

In regard to a sanction of the divine laws in secur- 
ing a virtuous course, it must first be asked in what 
way the circumstance of future punishment has any in- 
fluence on the mind? Evidently by its being believed 
and fully realized. Whether punishment be infinite 
or limited will be of no consequence as a motive to ac- 
tion, any farther than it can be grasped and felt by the 
mind. When it is understood, that future suffering will 
be in exact proportion to the wicked deeds and inten- 
tions of this life, the idea is natural, easy, and rational. 
It accords with the understanding, and with the inhee 
rent principles of justice. There are persons, whom 
no moral considerations will actuate, who refuse even 
the wise counsels and wholesome ad:nonitions of rea- 
son, who listen with heedless indifference to the warn- 
ing voice of conscience, ahd to the faithful, but alarm- 
ing testimony of their own hearts, and who, notwith- 
standing all the light, and aids, and encouragements 
they possess, may say, each one for himself, video me- 
liora proboque, deteriora sequor. Such are not'to be 
moved by any representations of futurity. There must 
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That you should be egregiously mistaken with respect 
to facts, after what we have seen above, will surprise 
no one. The annihilation, or as others choose to call 
it, the destruction of the wicked, has been believed by 
a few speculative individuals of all denominations. 
Dr. Watts held, that “the children of ungodly parents, 
who die in infancy, are annihilated;” but he adopted 
this opinion while he was yet atrinitarian. Before you 
fixed this faith on unitarians, as an evidence of their 
immorality, you ought to have proved it to be com- 
mon among them, or at all events more so than among 
other christians of whom you would speak more fa- 
vourably. This you cannot do, and hence the injus- 
tice of your charge. There was a controversy on this 
subject a few years since in Mr. Aspland’s Theologi- 
cal Repository, but a very few individuals only would 
appear to have been engaged. ‘You may have been de- 
ceived from the circumstance of one of the most zea- 
lous defenders of the annihilation system, Mr. Bourn, 
having been a unitarian.* Dr. John Taylor and Dr. 
Price are said to have been of this faith, but 1 know 
not, that either of them wrote expressly in its defence. 
That you were deceived, however, argues little in your 
justification. You were not making light charges, nor 
such as ought to have been hazarded on slender grounds. 
It is not true, that this doctrine has any counexion with 
the prevailing tenets of unitarianism. 

But in any case it could hardly be supposed, that this 
doctrine would be held up as defective in its moral in- 
fluence. What idea can be more dismal, painful, and 


* Miss Hannah Adams has failed in her usual accuracy in at- 
tributing this doctrine to the Polish soeinians, as is plain from the 
testimony of B. Wissowatius above cited. See Hannah Adams’s 
Dictionary of ail Religions, fourth edition, p. 274. 
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Professor Lindsly’s Discourse. 37 


sons. In connexion with this work he resorts to ap- 
peals, reflections, exhortations, and argument, that no 
means may be left unemployed to rouse the apathy, 
move the feelings, and enlist the understanding of his 
presbyterian brethren. After exhausting every other 
topic, he comes at last to the following, which he seems 
to have reserved as a sort of cap to the climax. 


‘<Sehold the progress of heresy and infidelity under the disguise of 
rational christianity. See the artifice of the great destroyer in these 
latter days. He has commissioned his emissaries to assume the garb 
and the funetions of the ministers of the gospel, that they may the 
more effectually sap the foundation of the whole christian edifice. 
He has enlisted talents, and learning, and indefatigable enterprise in 
this work of desolation. He has taught the deistical scoffer at revela- 
tion to step a little aside froin his accustomed track; and to come 
forward in a new shape, but with the same malignant hostility against 
the truth. He is now willing to be esteemed a catholic liberal chris- 
tian. But he rejects the essential divinity of the Saviour; the depra- 
vity of human nature, the doctrine of the atonement, and of justifica- 
tion by faith.—Or, be is a christian without holding one principle of 


the christian religior » ou iste guish itfrom the religion of na- 
ture. Modern uniti: “c. 13 every where insinuating itself 
into the hearts of mx vredisposed to its reception, because 
it is exactly suited to the na vharacter of men, is more to be 


dreaded than any species of infidelity ever yet avowed. It is'a deadly 
enemy wearing the mask and the name of a friend. 

‘*T’o be able to meet such an enemy on equal ground, requires much 
care and preparation. Many of the teachers of this heresy are 
thoroughly skilled in scholastic theology, logic, and metaphysics; 
in history, antiquities, philology, and modern science; well versed 
in the ancient languages; bold and subtle biblical critics; prepared 
to take advantage of an imprudent or ineautious adversary; and thus 
to triumph over truth itself in the eyes of superficial observers when 
their sophistry seems to get the victory over its unskilful defender. 
Such wily disputants may now be met with in :lmost every section of 
our country. We must send into the field men sufficiently learned 
and disciplined fairly to encounter them, <A good, honest, well- 
meaning, but superficially taught person will not do, Such a man 
had better not put his strength or rather his weakness to the test on 
any such oecasion. He may be useful in his place. But we must 
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German Reformed Church. 39 


ters not more than ninety. In some instances a single 
clergyman has charge of ten, eleven, and twelve pa- 
rishes. Of the five hundred congregations about half 
are in Pennsylvania, more than fifty in Ohio, and others 
in Maryland, Virginia, the Carolinas, Kentucky, and 
Tennessee. The services are universally held in the 
German language, except in a few of the larger towns 
where English and German are used alternately. The 
tenets of this church are conformable to the Heidelberg 
Catechism, and the sentiments of Zuinglius. 

The most important act of the last session of the 
Syned, was a resolution to found a Theological Semi- 
nary. ‘This is to be under the control of twelve super- 
intendants, chosen every three years by the Synod; and 
by the same body the professors are to be chosen, and 
their salaries fixed. ‘The term of study required of 
each student is to be not more than three, nor less than 
two years. Fredericktown in Maryland has been se- 
lected for the location of the seminary, and the Rey. 
Dr. Milledoler of New-York has been chosen the Prin- 
cipal. ‘The students are to be taught the usual branches 
of theology,* and Stapfer’s work, [Grundlegung zur 
wahren Religion,| in twelve volumes, we understand 
is to be the leading text book. ‘The funds of the 
institution are already respectable, and it is expect- 
ed soon to go into operation. An admirable plan has 
been adopted to increase the funds, several clergy- 
men have obligated themselves to collect and pay an- 
nually a certain sum for five or ten years. ‘These sums 


* Die Studenten sollen, wenn méglich, in den folgenden theolo- 
gischen Zweigen unterrichtet werden, namlich; in der dogmati- 
schen, homoletischen, polemischen, und moralischen Theologie, in 
der biblischen Literatur, in der Kirchen-Gesehiehte und in der Pa- 
storal-Theologic, und sollen im Stande seyn die Grundsprache 
zu verstehen. 





‘OS8T ‘dequiozlog ‘paxpsagpy “peissuaSeyy ur uszypey, 
38 BILMIDUY-p.10N UOA UdTTVIG uaySimaia A QoD UL aYOMNYy Uwopecae 


i 


-1Oj9YZ Udyosnopqooyy Aap apoutg-jeasuaryy aap uoLunrpuwyprs4a 


-SIUIM JO JaqWNU ay) pur ‘paupuny aarf ynoge st ‘so}e1¢ 
pepU yy Ay} Ut YIINYD SIy} 07 Sulsuojaq suonedseiSuo0s jo 
JAQWNU IOgM AY], “spRUl alam Su.IN}II OU Poo}Sap 
-UN SI} SUOTVO AULM Wd, PUR ‘SUOI,BdIITUOd aurUu-h} 
| -Y Std PUN PaIpuUny aatYy} WOA] BPR J1V SUAN}aI SUOTIOE 
-SUBIT, 9S9Y} UT y OSS ‘aqwuajdag ‘puvjAsvpy ‘uMozss9B : 
BRL UT pypay ‘yoanqg pauuojayy uvusay ayy Jo poudg 
[RAIUSH) BY} JO SUOIZIVSUBIT JY} SN A1OJOq BABY DAA 


Smee oe 


ge 





neo nes 


Teh 


ase 


eA RAs eee 
rate ote — 


~ © megpemapeere **s 


younyQ pauwofay unusay 


cs 
+e wt 

en eee 

a 


“dee, 


W0.1j SAWOD 31 SU f\je1s3ds0 ‘AP YBAIGI] XOPOy AO so uausto 
-ads B 901049 Os 07 ppnoo am Aqro1;qnd yey VatS 0} Apnp 
INO 71 BYSnoy} sary 9Aq = *ada1d sty, UO syseWas Aue 
VyVU 0} ‘ss9pvI1 INO JO sSurjoay urystiys pue Sutipurys 
) -dapun ay} 40J 49adsa.1 91}}1] 007 Surmoys eq pjnom zy 
' cg ADPBAD 10 
08104 JIAIMNOY ej sup jo O98] OY PwBadtp O) LOSROT OU JABT] "ys OU M 
‘yynod paystuany-jjo m Saige ‘snaunms *JUIP.A¥ JO SAPNIVJNU BUSSE 9s VI 
F odoy Aypaods ABut am aouoya *Aaeurutas snormasd siy) uy) 40930.f,, 





=f see: 
ts. ee 


"AOT)9G YAO AaDyNy AMO Op pus faAouY 
aquatuMOs J9q}8 40 ‘sdojs 200 doBot ABU an yo fsorIesaaApLE 
{agar d10W ANO 0} VZBzRUVAPY A415 0} SB OS UONW Os fsKoysTUTUA BunOA 
jo manpenpe dy} OF pavdad ut uot Sou Apqudjno Quasysau uaaq aavy 
Ayescouad sayoanys xopoywo oy} yYSaowpypy ~Apotwaa v jo syrurpe praa 
oy ug “Sur4pjaowi stsiy py “Land no ar suucuios Surpeay ayy yA 
puajuoa Ayqeynda.a zo AyNyssaoons ppuos ow Moy Jo ywoads Lada aq 03 
punoj dq JOU pyHom Jaquinu at} ‘our yuasoad oy. ye SyRyI a) qrssod st 
{PUY *AS.1NOI JO APU I1aut BSB AWUO}=z!Xa OFT MOUS JOU Op AOU E 
‘gouvyd JO uONonpoid oy} 4OU ouv AY T, “up Ltada YW Boul OY OQ 
) jou aiv pagiyenub sny} saojstumm moy “SUB ussR jupianod yoru oy) 





© jsureSe sures ay 0) poasarpop aou0 ype oy) pudzop Uva oN SaoABs 
“wed At9a0 ysuteSe yynay oy} urezureut 07 poyiyNb aay OYA UIW IAvIE 


H “YIANY YD) Pew hoses UL bd FY 8s 






h, and 


rht be | 


ind by 
f Fre- 


thou- | 


re and 
nd we 
to the 
it has 


itains 


‘ks on | 


‘o the 
t that 


ntire. | 


mind, 


n. It § 
have 1 
e had | 


V atts. 


ite to 
when | 


arian. 


ime is 
ses not 
ir sub- 


THE 


UNITARIAN MISCBLLANY 


AND 


CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 





— 


No. X.] 





OCTOBER, 1821 (Vol. IL. 








Original Language of St. Matthew’s Gospel. 


Ix is not easy to tell precisely the times at which 
the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke were written, 
After comparing all the collateral evidence, Lardner 
has come to the conclusion, that they were written 
nearly at the same time, and about thirty years after 
our Saviour’s ascension. It does not appear, that the 
Apostles wrote any thing early. They were exclusive- 
ly employed for several years in travelling and preach- 
ing. It is argued very justly, that the Gospels must 
have been written before the destruction of Jerusalem 
by the Romans, because they contain many predictions 
relating to that event, which evidently had not ceme 
to pass. According to Josephus, the Jewish war, which 
terminated in the ruin of that nation, commenced A. D. 
66. Several of the ancient christian writers testify, 
that Mark was solicited by the brethren at Rome to 
write for their benefit what Peter had preached to them. 
From the best accounts Peter must have gone to Rome 
about A. D. 63. Hence Lardner concludes, that Mark’s 
Gospel was not written before this period; and also, 
that the Roman brethren did not then know of any 
written Gospel. 
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Original Language of St. Matthew’s Gospel. 43 


ral other learned and eminent moderns have been of 
the same opinion. Dr. Jortin says, in his Discourses 
concerving the Christian Religion, that “in the time of 
Christ and his Apostles, the Greek was really the uni- 
versal language. ‘The New Testament isa proof of it, 
if proof were wanting. And this is one reason among 
many others why St. Matthew probably wrote his Gos- 
pel in Greek.” Even among the ancients themselves 
the opinion does not seem to have been very common, 
that Matthew wrote in Hebrew. ‘They seldom, per- 
haps never, quote the Greek as a translation. No per- 
son is mentioned on any good authority, as having been 
the translator. Jerom says, it was uncertain by whom 
it was done. In the time of Theophylact it was usu- 
ally attributed to John; and at other times tradition 
referred it to James. Furthermore, no marks of a 
translation are visible in the Greek Gospel of Mat- 
thew, as it has come down to us. These reasons among 
others induced Lardner to believe, that it was first 
written in Greek. Michaelis was of a contrary opinion;* 


ws eOvvero txagos. Eusebius says he was a man of weak under- 
standing —7Podea—T Ming 05 @y Toy youy——and the latter part 
of the clause respecting the Gospel of Matthew, namely, and 
every one interpreted it as he could, has been usually thoughi to be in 
proof. But if the truth were known, it is probable he meant only, 
that as the christians of that day did not all understand Hebrew 
equally well, they interpreted it severally according to their know- 
ledge. This Papias was bishop of Hieropolis, and flourished about 
A. D. 116. Nothing remains of his works, except a few extracts 
preserved in the writings of Eusebius. Lrenaeus flourished, accord- 
ing to Lardner, about the year 178; Origen, 230; and Fusebius 345. 
lt is worthy of remark, that Origen gives no other authority than 
‘tradition,’ for supposing Matthew’s Gospel was first written in 
Hebrew. 


* Introduction to the New Testament, Part I. chap. 4. sec. 1. 
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Origin of the Peculiar Doctrines of Calvinism. 45 


ing off our responsibility. If all our actions, as these 
doctrines presuppose, are produced by the direct agen- 
cy of God, they are not ours, and if they are wrong we 
are not guilty. The proper reverence is to ascribe to 
him those powers, which he has given, and left us at li- 
berty to use them well orill. But these doctrines did 
not originate in this overstrained humility. They were 
first suggested in the bitterness of dispute. The maxims 
were introduced and maintained one after another, till 
they were framed into a system, which was not very 
consistent, but what was of more importance to the 
framers, would admit of being defended. 

Augustin, in the sixth century, was the first to pre- 
pose this system. It seems that Pelagius, a British 
monk, had declared that good works only are valuable 
in the sight of God, and Augustin took up the contro- 


versy against him. ‘This he maintained with great se- 


© verity, advancing one proposition and article after ano- 


ther, till probably much to his own astonishment he 
found himself the author of a faith entirely new. In 
opposition to the principle of merit, he declared that di- 
vine grace is necessary to bend the will, and where this 
grace is not afforded, we have only power to do evil, but 
none to do good; that actions which seem to be reli- 
gious, if performed without divine grace, are nothing 
more than splendid sins. He also maintained, that all 
men sinned in Adam, and should bear the everlasting 
punishment of his crime, but the thought of infants 
seemed to stagger his faith, till he ingeniously discover- 
ed that though they were in hell, their punishment 
would not be very severe, and they would choose it in 
preference to annihilation. He then laid down, as a 
consequence of his doctrine of our want of freedom, 
58 
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Remarks on the Evangelical Magazine. 47 


For several months this Magazine has been a devoted 
and an active champion in the ranks hestile to uni- 
tarianism. ‘The Review of Dr. Channing’s Ordina- 
tion Sermon, or of Stuart’s Letters, was portentous. 
There was nothing alarming in the omen itself, but it 
told of things to come. The presage has been verified. 
Every month has given additional testimony to the 
bounty of the editors in making their readers acquaint- 
ed with some of the weak, or absurd, or dangerous things 
of unitarianism, and we are now told that a great deal 
is yet to come. The Presbyterians of Virginia must by 
this time feel very strong in the controversy, and none 
the less so for having seen nothing except on one side. 
To these labours we do not object, but rather applaud 
them. The christian, who is not zealous in what he be- 
lieves to be truth, is but an indifferent christian. We 
have not been aware, however, that Virginia was in so 
much danger as to require these extraordinary efforts. 
But we confess, that they, who are on the spot, ought 
to be better judges than ourselves. We should be glad 
if some means could be devised of dealing fairly with 
the people, and of making them acquainted with the ar- 
guments on both sides before they judge. This we can- 
not expect in the present state of things; yet some 
good will be done. Every candid man will perceive 
the harsh outlines and false colouring of the picture 
which is sent out, and will begin to look for something 
truer to nature and the reality. He will inquire, and 
this is the first step to truth. We are willing to leave 
him there. ; 

We doubt whether any valuable purpose would be 
answered by our undertaking a controversy with this 
Magazine, although the gauntlet is thrown with consi- 
derable formality. It is not probable, that either of our 
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Remarks on the Evangelical Magazine. 49 


ed in double and triple array at the end of certain phra- 
ses to make the people stop, and wonder, and shudder 
at the appalling heresies of unitarians. Now we ask if 
this be argument, or candour, or seriousness, or any 
thing, that will be likely to do justice to an opponent, 
er advance a good cause? We believe not. 

2. ‘These gentlemen suffer themselves to make such 
insinuations, and employ such language, in regard to 
our opinions, as must destroy our confidence either in 
their good intentions, their judgment, or the accuracy of 
their perceptions, and without confidence in all of these 
we could hardly look for any good results from a con- 
troversy. They tell us, for instance, that “the leaders 
of the unitarian sect scruple not to attribute bad faith, 
as well as bad reasoning to the greatest of the apostles;” 
that unitarians allow themselves to say, ‘that the apos- 
tles reasoned inconclusively, and that the blessed Sa- 
viour himself might be mistaken.” We are said “not 
only to affirm, that the apostles reasoned falsely, but to 
insinuate that they did so knowingly.” These are a 
few specimens among many; but they are enough to 
convince every one acquainted with the subject, that it 
would be the extreme of folly to argue with men, who, 
either through ignorance, or the blind zeal of prejudice, 
or a want of proper respect for themselves, or from any 
other cause, could fall into such gross misrepresenta- 
tions. But this is not all. These perversions are 
made the very elements of unitarianism, and perpetual- 
ly recurred to as first principles, and enough to. over- 


| throw any argument, that can be adduced. What can 


be more easy, than to nullify any position a unitarian, 
or any other person can advance ona religious subject, 
by affirming, that this man believes the apostles might 
be guilty of “bad faith” and “bad reasoning,” and “the 
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that piety would not long sustain its warmth, nor be- 
nevolence its generous influences. We have been ac- 
customed to consider religion a subject of vast and sa- 
cred concernment, which brings us more sensibly under 
the immediate inspection of a holy God, which points 
out our relations. duties, and hopes, and which is not to 
be approached with levity, or with affected contempt for 
he conscientious Opinions of those, who do not think 
precisely with us. We are sensible, that it is not al- 
Ways easy to write on a controverted point with 
perfect freedom from bias, yet no leaning to an ap- 
proved opinion in religion can justify want of candour 
and seriousness. he differences between trinitarians 
and ourselves are matters of simple fact and argu- 
ment, and ought to be discussed as such, without any 
frightful exclamations, or ungracious epithets, or pervert- 
ed statements, or unrighteous insinuations. These have 
nothing to do with religion. We shall try to avoid 
them ourselves, and hope our opponents will not be long 
in discovering their inutility and evil tendency. 
When we argue with trinitarians, we wish to. consider 
them rational beings, who can understand a fair state- 
ment, and estimate the strength of an argument; who 
will not be frightened by an exclamation, nor duped by 
a fallacy; whose honest opinions deserve respect, and 
whose religious feelings are not to be assailed by coarse 
sneers, or the unholy weapons of ridicule; and we should 
be glad to meet with similar returns.* 


* We assent to the justice of the criticism, contained ina note in 
the last number of the Magazine, on the word possible, as used in a 
particular instance in Sparks’ Letters on the Episcopal Church. The 
rest of the note is cabalistic. More is intended no doubt than is ex- 
preesed, 
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Diversity of Opinion among Christians. 53 


upon to reconcile differences in opinion; thinking so long 
as this variety should last, Christ’s kingdom was not 
advanced, and the work of the Gospel went on but 
slowly. Few men in the mean time considered, that so 
long as men had such variety of principles, such several 
constitutions, educations, tempers, and distempers, 
hopes, interests, and weaknesses, degrees of light, and 
degrees of understanding, it was impossible all should 
be of one mind. And what is impossible to be done, is 
not necessary it should be done; and therefore, although 
variety of opinions was impossible to be cured, and they 
who attempted it, did like him who claps his shoulder 
to the ground to stop an earthquake, yet the inconveni- 
ences arising from it might possibly be cured, not by 
uniting their beliefs, that was to be despaired of, but by 
curing that which caused these mischiefs and accidental 
inconveniences of their disagreeings. For although 
these inconveniences which every man sees and feels 
were consequent to this diversity of persuasions, yet 
it was but accidentally and by chance; inasmuch as we 
see that in many things, and they of great concernment, 
men allow to themselves and to each other a liberty of 
disagreeing, and no hart neither. And certainly if di- 
versity of opinions were of itself the cause of mischiefs, 
it would be so ever, that is, regularly and universally; 
but that we see it is not; for there are disputes in Chris- 
tendom concerning matters of greater concernment than 
most of those opinions that distinguish sects, and make 
factions; and yet because men are permitted to differ in 
those great matters, such evils are not consequent to 
such differences, as are to the uncharitable managing of 
smaller and more inconsiderable questions.— 

But men are now adays, and indeed always have been, 
since the expiration of the first blessed ages of christi- 
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Comparative Morals of Unitarians and Calvinists. 55 


as careful to preserve charity, as we were to get a point 
of faith, I am much persuaded we should find out mere 
truths by this means; or however, which is the main of 
all, we shall be secured though we miss them; and thea 
we are well enough.— 

All the mischiefs proceed not from this, that all men 
are not of one mind, for that is neither necessary nor 
possible, but that every opinion is made an article of 
faith, every article is aground of a quarrel, every quar- 


i rel makes a faction, every faction is zealous, and all zeal 


pretends for God, and whatsoever is for God cannot be 
too much; we by this time are come to that pass, we 
think we love not God except we hate our brother, and 
we have not the virtue of religion, unless we persecute 
all religions but our own; for lukewarmness is so odious 
to God and man, that we proceeding furiously upon 
these mistakes, by supposing we preserve the body, we 
destroy the soul of religion, or by being zealous for faith 
or which is all one, for that which we mistake for faith, 
we are cold in charity, and so lose the reward of both. 


Sixth Letter to the Rev. Dr. Miller. On the Com- 
parative Morals of Unitarians and Calvinists. 
Sir, 

It must fully appear, by this time, into what mis-. 
takes you have unhappily fallen respecting the topics 
and tendency of unitarian preaching, and with what 
show of justice you have made and reiterated the charge, 
that, “this mode of preaching is more acceptable to the 
taste of carnal, worldly men, than any other kind of 
preaching.” It must fully appear, with what singular 
infelicity you attempted to discuss a subject, which you 
had so slightly investigated, and more especially when 
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me.” Do you think this good reasoning? Are you wil- 
ling to judge of the effects of unitarianism “all over the 
world,” by your personal observation? As you proba- 
bly have never lived a week together in a society com- 
posed of unitarians, how is it possible, let these effects 
have been what they might, that they should not be 
unknown to you? Under such circumstances, how 
could you know the power of unitarian principles to 
subdue the stubborn will, soften the hardened heart, 
humble the proud, restrain the vicious, call forth the 


pious affections of the devout worshipper, promote chris- 


tian harmony, purity, and love, and, in short, to ensure 
the conduct of a sincere, humble, and faithful follower 
of Jesus? ‘These are things, which work, or ought to 
work, silently in the heart, and show themselves in the 
temper and private character of individuals. The mo- 
ment they are allowed to go abroad, and be blazoned to 
the world, they leave no trivial grounds for suspecting 
more of hypocrisy, than of humble piety, or of the 
movings of the holy spirit of God. Hence your argu- 
ment for the immorality of unitarians, drawn from 
your ignorance of the actual effects of their principles, 
is as illogical as it is uncharitable. It is certainly ex- 
traordinary, that you should think it sufficient proof 
against the christian morals and piety of any sect, that 
such exercises as usually attend these graces were 
unknown to you, when your personal observation was so 
circumscribed, and your means of knowledge so limited. 

Itis no part of my undertaking to boast of the high re- 
ligious attainments of those with whom I accord in sen- 
timent, and unite in worship, or to hold them up as 
more holy than other christians, and ready to cry out 
on all occasions, like Jehu of old, “Come see my zeal 
for the Lord.” I aim at nothing mere than a plain de- 
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constitutes a truly religious character? Conversion is 
valuable only for its effects, and yet you speak of it as 
being itself the only thing of importance, and as if 
these effects could be produced in no way except by the 
influence of this doctrine, not as others think they 
ought to interpret it, but as you choose to interpret it 
yourself. 

Admit the fact, that unitarians do not hold the ne- 
cessity of conversion in the calvinistic sense; suppose 
them to believe that God is not limited in his power or 
wisdom, and may employ a great variety of means in 
bringing his rational creatures to a sense of their sins, 
a knowledge of their duty, an humble contrition, sin- - 
cere repentance, and practical holiness. By what pro- 
cess can these facts be framed into an argument against 
their moral character? Morality does not consist ina 
doctrive, an opinion, or a pretence. The apostle says, 
that the fruit of the spirit is, in all, goodness, and 
righteousness, and truth. Where this fruit appears, 
why do you stop to ask by what operations of the spirit 
it has been produced? Are you not contented, that 
God should have taken his own way? Unitarians hold 
as firmly as calvinists, that their sins must be forsaken, 
their wicked hearts renewed, and all their passions, 
thoughts, and affections, brought into subjection to the 
will of God, before they can expect his promised fa- 
vour, or have any hopes of the rewards of his glory. 
But they do not, like calvinists, hold that God is re- 
stricted in the mode he may adopt to accomplish this 
purpose; nor do they consider the mode of greater mo- 
ment, than the purpose itself. 

As we proceed, it is desirable to have distinctly in 
mind the true import of the calvinistic notion of con- 
version. This may be discovered in the following 
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If there be any truth, or any value in the doctrine, 
it must carry with itself an unfailing testimony. ‘That 
is, persons under the arbitrary operations of the spirit 
must have infallible means of knowing the fact, that 
they may not be deceived by their own imaginations, 
and be led into a false and dangerous security. An 
irresistible influence of the Deity is in all respects mira- 
culous, and as such must operate with a violence on the 
established laws of the human constitution, which can- 
not be mistaken. And yet, what has been the test to 
which appeals have universally been mader Has it not 
been certain impressions, emotions, feelings, transports, 
ecstacies, which are usually the exuberant growth of a 
warm imagination? Has there ever been an instance in 
which appeals have been made to the understanding? 
Has any one ever made it appear, that his intellect was 
enlightened, his judgment improved, or his wisdom in-. 
creased by the irresistible agency of the divine spirit? 
No. How is it, then, that the spirit of God always acts 
upon that quality of our nature, which of all others is 
the most fallible, fluctuating, and deceptive? ‘The very 
same effects, and to their fullest extent, which are urged 
as a proof of divine interposition, are frequently pro- 
duced by natural causes, and exist where there is no 
renewal of heart, or reformation of character. Is it 
credible, that the Supreme Being descends into the 
hearts of men with a miraculous agency of his spirit, 
without giving them at the same time light and power 
to judge between his operations, and the deceptions of 
a heated imagination? 

You will say, probably, that such persons as are really 
the objects of this agency, are never without a convic- 
tion, which with them amounts to absolute certainty. 
I am aware this is asserted by many, who are sincere, 
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habits. The most zealous, confident, and ecstatic, will 
frequently be among the first to sink back to the apathy, 
from which at one time they imagined themselves to 
have been raised by the special agency of the Holy 
Spirit. Will you say that such are not truly converted, 
or that they resist the spirit? ‘The first is certain, but 
of the last who is to judge? The person, who falls 
away, isas certain of being under a spiritual influence, 
as any one who retains this conviction for years, and 
even through his whole hfe. But falling away was a 
proof, that he was deceived. Very true; yet if one may 
be deceived for a month or a day, so may another as 
long as he lives. Hence it is the very excess of pre- 
sumption to set up any pretensions, or make any asser- 
tions in the case. 

' Nor ought any one to rely on this kind of influence, 
till he can prove that the days of miracles have never 
ceased. Conversion, upon calvinistic principles, is as 
much a miracle, as it would be to stop the sun in its 
course, or raise the dead to life. But as no proof can 
be advanced, that miracles have been wrought since the 
time of the apostles even for great purposes, such as 
promoting the divine dispensations, or the general inter- 
ests of mankind, where is the humility, modesty, or 
good sense in any man’s pretending, that the Supreme 
Being has condescended to change the course of nature 
in his behalf, especially when the same argument, which 
he uses to convince himself of this fact, is used with 
equal assurance by others, who are confessedly deceiv- 
ed? 

The calvinistic notion of conversion is, moreover, 
dangerous in its moral tendency. As the anconverted 
are passive in this work, they can do nothing till they 
are moved by the spirit; and you may be quite sure 
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History also affords another dismal picture of the de- 
plorable effects of this doctrine, in the annals of fanati- 
cism. Men have gone mad in the belief, that their 
frenzy was the inward workings of the spirit of God. 
Next have come murders and rapines, persecutions and 
tortures, hatred and malice, and every detestable vice, 
which could disgrace human nature and demoralize so- 
ciety. Keep within the compass of the Reformation, 
and run through the records of fanaticism from the fra- 
tricide of Alphonsus Diaz, to the piteous delusions, 
which in recent times have bewildered the followers of 
Huntington, Brothers, and Southcott. The madness of 
Muncer, Stubner, and Storck, who kindled a civil war 
in Germany, sacrificed the lives of many credulous fol- 
lowers, and committed the greatest excesses under pre- 
tence of being actuated by a divine impulse; the wild 
reveries, which broke out in so many shapes of intoler- 
ance and cruelty during the reign of the unfortunate 
Charles, and the existence of the Commonwealth; the 
ravings of Muggleton and Reeves, who declared it to be 


from grace, nor forfeit the divine favour, so it follows, that the wick- 
ed actions they commit, and the violations of the divine law, with 
which they are chargeable, are not really sinful, nor are to be consi- 
dered as instances of their departing from the law of God; and that 
consequently, they have no occasion either to forsake their sins, or to 
break them off by repentance.” Mosheim’s Church History, Vol. V. 
p. 412. 

They maintain, that ‘the elect cannot possibly do any thing dis- 
pleasing to God, and that consequently no sins, however monstrous, 
would at all impair or endanger their everlasting blessedness.” 
Grant’s Summary, Vol. II. p. 499. 

Such is the literal import of the doctrine when undisguised and an- 
mixed with others of a more rational and moral nature. That its ef- 
fects on the morals, when left to have its free and natural tendency, 
have been most pernicious, will abundantly appear to any one who 
will be at the trouble of turning to the above references. 
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From what has been said, it is to be inferred that 
unitarians differ from calvinists not in the object to be 
attained by conversion, but respecting the manner by 
which it is attained. Unitarians hold to a divine influ- 
ence, and that all men are converted by this influence, 
but they do not believe it to be irresistible, or miracu- 
lous. ‘They conceive that God is always ready to se- 
cond their good intentions and purposes, to aid their 
virtuous efforts, listen to their prayers, show mercy to 
the penitent, and to pardon their sins when repented of 
and forsaken. ‘They believe conversion to be the work 
of God, not in the way of an arbitrary, irresistible 
agency, but by the innumerable motives and induce- 
ments, which he employs to bring men to a just sense 
of their duty, a deep reverence of his character, love of 
his laws, and a habitual desire for purity of mind, 
and holiness of life. Whatever leads to these results, 
may be considered as proceeding from the spirit of God. 
This spirit may operate through good instructions, or 
any thing, in fact, which disposes the mind to thought- 
fulness and serious inquiry. Sudden and deep afflictions, 
an impressive sermon, certain passages in the word of 
God, may, by the agency of the divine spirit, be brought 
down upon the soul with a power, which will terminate 
in conversion by opening the eyes of men to their true 


a manner of the merits of Christ’s sufferings, and the imputation of 
his personal holiness to believers, as to make his moral laws of none 
effect, and to render all virtue in Christians a poor, insignificant, un- 
necessary matter; unless it be the great virtue of applying the merits 
of Christ to ourselves, a virtue, which they who have most spirits are 
most frequently observed to be masters of, and which hath been too 
often seen to be founded upon the greatest degree of confidence and 
the greatest degree of guilt, mixed and tempered together by a strong 
fancy and imagination.” Hoadly on the Terms of Acceptance with 
God, p. 77. 
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comply with it most readily. Your own vindication, if 
nothing else, would seem to have been a motive suffi- 
ciently powerful. All the testimony which can possi- 
bly be adduced in your favour, depends on having this 
point thoroughly and satisfactorily cleared up. To 
meet the subject fairly, it should have been the theme, 
the cardinal topic, of your whole Reply. 

But so far from this, it is actually despatched in one 
short sentence. ‘I do not intend,” you observe, “to 
follow this gentleman far, in the comparison which he 
so zealously and confidently urges, between Presbyte- 
rians and Unitarians, on the score of purity of morals.” 
That 1s, you decline making the comparison, by which 
alone the truth of your assertions can be substantiated. 
The question is, whether unitarians are less moral asa 
sect than other sects? This question must be decided, 
if decided at all, by acomparison. You have answered 
it in the affirmative, but without proof. ‘Those who 
come under your censure, do not think your individual 
authority sufficient, in a case of so much importance to 
them. ‘They do not approve the tribunal which you 
have instituted, and as they recognize no Inquisition, 
they think it a duty, and claim the privilege to protest 
against your decisions. They believed you to have 
gone upon false premises, and accordingly you were 
desired to review your ground, and at all events give 
the public a detail of the facts and reasons, by which 
you felt yourself bound to reveal to the world the moral 
disability, and licentious habits of unitarians. 

Nothing more was asked of you, than to perform what 
you said might easily be done, namely, to let the voice 
of history speak in your behalf, implying, it is true, 
what certainly was not unreasonable, that you would 
substitute facts for conjectures and insinuations, and 
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ciples on his own mind, temper, and character? Has 
there ever been a more violent or unrighteous per- 
secutor, than Calvin? What page of history is stained 
with darker blots, than those which narrate some of the 
events of his life? Look at his violent abuse and cruel 
persecutions of his friend Castalio, a man of great learn- 
ing, moderation, and piety, against whom he uttered the 
grossest language, and procured a decree of banishment 
for no other reason, than that he had the independence 
to assert and maintain opinions, which differed from his 
own. The unfortunate, though less worthy, Bolsec shared 
asimilar fate. Every one, indeed, who presumed to doubt 
his infallibiiity, whether friend or foe, was made to feel 
the effects of his turbulent passions. But the darkest 
and deepest stigma on his character, was his treatment of 
Servetus, and it is one, which his ardent admirers have 
laboured with total want of siccess to remove, or even 
to diminish. Servetus had for many years been his 
confidential friend and correspondent. He could not 
subscribe the creed of Calvin, and as Calvin could not 
convince him by argument and persuasion, he resorted 
to stronger means. He accused him of heresy, pro- 
cured his imprisonment, commenced against him a cri- 
minal process, and was thus the original and chief cause 
of his sentence of death, and his murder at the stake. 
He afterwards declared his warmest approbation of this 
event in letters to his friends, and expressed himself in 
the most intemperate language. Even in his commen- 
taries on the Bible, he cails Servetus a “profligate fel- 
low, a knave, and an obscene dog.”* 


* The rage of Calvin seems first to have been excited on account 
of certain questions in theology , which Servetus had proposed to him, 
but which Calvin did not answer to his satisfaction. Calvin could not 
bear opposition, and Servetus was not to be convinced without a rea- 
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offence that kindled a flame of persecution in the Cal- 
vinists, which lasted for years, drove many of the Are 
minians into exile, immured others in prisons, silenced 
their preachers, suppressed their religious assemblies, 
and inflicted universally every species of severity. Even 
at the Synod of Dort, which was pretended to be sum- 
moned for the purpose of a mutual conference, the Are 
minians were treated as heretics, and rudely denied the 
privilege of explaining and defending their sentiments. 
They were dealt with as criminals, and condemned as 
such. 

The history of Holland during these disastrous times 
affords the most striking illustration of the influence of 
calvinistic principles, when allowed to act without op- 
position. ‘The Calvinists were the stronger party; they 
professed to act wholly from motives of religion; and 
all the enormities practised on their opponents are 
justly ascribed to this source.* 

It will not be easy, perhaps, to trace the effects of 
ealvinism with much precision in England. Civil and 
religious causes have been so much blended in that 
country since the origin of calvinism, as to render ita 
difficult task to distinguish between them. What with 
the Puritans, the favourers of the English Prelacy, and 
of Papacy, during the high commotions of church and 
state, it is impossible to tell how much should be put 
to the account of selfishness, party zeal, bigotry, the 
tendency of bad principles, or of a correct faith, and 
genuine piety. One thing, however, amidst this chaos 
of uncertainty, stands forth prominent and indisputa- 


* See Mosheim’s Church History, vol. v. chap. 3. Worth American 
Review, vol. vi, p. 185. Oldenbarneveldt opposed the convocation of 
the Synod of Dort, and maintained, that the States-General had no 
authority on matters of religion, See Maclaine’s Note in Moshiem’s 
History, vol. vy. p. 451. 
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the Presbyterian parliament. ‘They were rigorously put 
in execution, and in several instances the punishment of 
death was actually inflicted.* The first Baptists, who 
caine into the country, were also treated with great se- 
verity, and punished in various ways for their heresy, 
Now the persons, who ran into these excesses, were cal- 
vinists of “the stricter sort,” who embraced the dogmas 
of this faith in their fullest extent, and even while com- 
mitting these outrages against the laws of our common 
nature, imagined themselves acting under the imperious 
ouidance of their religious principles. 

Such is the influence of calvinism as testified by his- 
tory. How far your appeal proves favourable to your 
position, let the impartial decide. The particulars here 
selected are leading features in the history of Calvinism; 
and it is remarkable, that where the principles of this 
faith have been most prevalent, and met with least oppo- 
sition, their evil effects have been most severely felt. 
In Geneva, where nearly all were calvinists, Castalio, 
Bolsec, and others were banished, and Servetus was 
murdered; in Holland, where opposition was stronger, 
and the influence of milder principles had some weight, 
the tide of persecution ran with less violence; in En- 
gland, for similar reasons, its violence was still less, not 
theoretically, but practically, not in default of inclina- 
tion, but of power, and of public countenance; in New 
England, the scenes of Geneva were aguin acted over, 


* «The Quakers,” says Belknap, ‘“‘were at first banished, but this 
proving insufficient, a succession of sanguinary laws was enacted 
against them, of which imprisonment, whipping, cutting off the ears, 
boring the tongue with a hot iron, and banishment on pain of death, 
were the terrible sanctions.” History of New Hampshire, vol i. 
p. 90. For some curious remarks on this subject, and a further confir- 


mation of what is here said, See Afather’s Magnalia Christi, Book 
Nii, Cc. 4. 
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the Presbyterian parliament. ‘They were rigorously put 
in execution, and in several instances the punishment of 
death was actually inflicted.* The first Baptists, who 
came into the country, were also treated with great se- 
verity, and punished in various ways for their heresy, 
Now the persons, who ran into these excesses, were cal- 
vinists of “the stricter sort,” who embraced the dogmas 
of this faith in their fullest extent, and even while com- 
mitting these outrages against the laws of our common 
nature, imagined themselves acting under the imperious 
ouidance of their religious principles. 

Such is the influence of calvinism as testified by his- 
tory. How far your appeal proves favourable to your 
position, let the impartial decide. The particulars here 
selected are leading features in the history of Calvinism; 
and it is remarkable, that where the principles of this 
faith have been most prevalent, and met with least oppo- 
sition, their evil effects have been most severely felt. 
In Geneva, where nearly all were calvinists, Castalio, 
Bolsec, and others were banished, and Servetus was 
murdered; in Holland, where opposition was stronger, 
and the influence of milder principles had some weight, 
the tide of persecution ran with less violence; in En- 
gland, for similar reasons, its violence was still less, not 


| theoretically, but practically, not in default of inclina- 


tion, but of power, and of public countenance; in New 
England, the scenes of Geneva were again acted over, 


* «The Quakers,” says Belknap, ‘‘were at first banished, but this 
proving insufficient, a succession of sanguinary laws was enacted 
against them, of which imprisonment, whipping, cutting off the ears, 
boring the tongue with a hot iron, and banishment on pain of death, 
were the terrible sanctions.” History of New Hampshire, vol i. 
p. 90. For some curious remarks on this subject, and a further confir- 
mation of what is here said, See Mather’s Magnalia Christi, Book 
Nil, ©, 4. 
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Christian Register. e7 


son why we call them austere and puritanical. No one 
would apply these epithets to the apostles. But why 
not, except that their sincerity and piety were never 
doubted? Ifit had always been thus with all christians, 
if there never had been any one, gui aliud est, et aliud 
simulat, the use of these words, which you think an in- 
dication of the superior morals of calvinists, would 
never have been known. 

I shall next examine your notion of Christian Charity, 
as stated under the fourth head of your Reply. 

Yours, 
A UNITARIAN OF BALTIMORE. 


Christian Register. 
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A Turoxocicat Paper has lately been commenced 
in Boston under the title of the Curist1an RecIsTER, 
and is published weekly. The following is an extract 


from the Editor’s notice to the public, in the first num- 
ber. 


“lhe great object of the Christian Register will be to inculeate the 
principles of a rational faith, and to promote the practice of genuine 
piety, ‘To accomplish this purpose, it will aim to excite a spirit of 
free and independent religious inquiry, and to assist in ascertaining 
and bringing into use, the true principles of interpreting the Serip- 
tures. It will urge the importance and duty of subjecting our faith to 
the test of scripture and enlightened reason, and of rejecting from 
our creed, not only what is contrary to the general language of the 
Scriptures, but every thing that is not plainly and explicitly taught 
there. 

‘it will also enforce the duty of a serious and practical regard to 
the moral precepts of Christianity, by showing that the final favour of 
God toward us is to depend not so much upon what has been done 
to us, or for us by another, as upon the temper of mind we have our. 
selvee cherished, and the course of moral conduct we have pursued. 
And it will earnestly recommend to all, the cultivation of the mild 


8 














vai AI9A JY} St It pur ‘anaj siyeyy, adzuind paeaul jo 
uvt? ‘svouvivadde paeMjno jo alow SuTyUIY) ‘suapuajaud 
pur sezio0ddy a1am savsiivyg ayy yey ‘{jdea nok og 
7ynry 19430 Aue jo 9SOq} JO ‘sys!utAyeo Jo pasodwod 134} 
“OYA OAs Wuapeu BO} patjdde uay Suiuvaw awes ay} 
@AvY SpsJOM ay} you Aku AYA, “Aad Jo syesom aay) Jo 
ainjoid Sa19338y Ou sn saaiS snoraeg ano yak pure ‘pyo 
jO Saasiivyg ayy ury) tos 49792498 ay7 fo pue %vI1"D2 
und ‘asajsnv Suijjed Ul vaaSe A[Ipvas a10W pyNOM PypJOAr 
ay} woym ‘Aiqrqoad 499s ou uVeq SvY sIdyZ, “UOTeJEp 
“ISUOD J9YJOUR UO BOUIIIJUL VWs 9y} DYeW PlNoM | 
*UISIUTA]e9 Jo AQUapUa} [esOUL 
ay} JOJ JUOWINSIe ano 0} ‘ssaUyRaM JIqIVA 7Nq ‘Yy}5U9I4S 
OU Sppe spzOM aseyy JO asn dy} yey) Ssayur A]UO ppNOA 
J ‘padrsjzsod ysnf uisiurayes jo sainjeay oy) Ul punoy aq 
pjnom sjoyjida asay) jo ulSiIo ay} 3eY) Jqnop ou aARY 
J ‘pensind asam Astnbut ayz gi pue fpuryurur jo osuas 
[BSJIAIUN 9yy SI SIYY SuayRistW ApjRaIS you we | yp *4} 
-aid jUaje] puR sUOIssajoud ysauOY sIy Jo suoloidsns savy 
nod }ey) S9yVNUISUI 0} BDUO 4% SI ‘7NIIUDjAANd Pe a4ajgsnD 
URW VVIOY gvey 9y) JO UOIStjar JsaOUIs By} BjOUAP 
0} padojdwa usag 19A9 oavy Ay) Jey} Sand} BL Sy °3098 
siy jo Aytind snoisijar ay} Jo suayo} sv Way} Suimieyo jo 
ZYSNOY} IOJaq SRY JSIUIA[VI OU BAaljoqy gszoyzIda asa} 
jo vonedoudde aatsnypoxa ayy Suiavy JO snoucy sy} Way 
paures svy JeYAA “SPSIULA[VO 07 peidde se QnoIUHzIL 
-nd pur ‘eaajgsnn "391498 ‘syayjyida ayy jo yseoq NOs YoIymM 
UO SpUNOIS sBouEjsty yy OUI SatuinbuL sUIOS DyVW 0} 
asodind ay} 0} aG pjnoss yy “WOO! aTj11] yng AW BAT] OF 
SB IR} OS papvazxa 4] vase SEY 499,aT SIU NG BYSy «w9Y} 
-oue ut A10}81y 03 Jeadde anod auIWIeXd 02 PapuazUt JT 
"a}e190d Wa} PUL JRUCIZVI BOW Ble SMALA ASO ‘S19YIO 
YjLM 9S1Nn0d.19}U1 Aq Pouazjos you sem s}UaWIQUES 1194} 
jo Ajsodse jeanjea ay) pur ‘systurayPo aaam []B esNRIeq 


fo syusopy earjnandwog 94 





- == 
See reaper ema 


i 
fi 
: 
: 
: 
4 
a 


eos 


OAT Pe Ne pa 





Theological School at Harvard University. 79 


sight of God. As in the sixth verse of the same ch ap- 
ter, where it is said. “They were both righteous before 
God,” that is, in the sight of God. And also in Luke 
xil. 6, “Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and 
not one of them is forgotten before God,” or in the sight 
of God. In each of these passages the same words are 
used in the original; as also in Luke i. 15. where they 
are translated in this sense; “And he shall be great in 
the sight of the Lord.”* 


Theological School at Harvard University. 


Tue annual visitation and examination of this school, 
took place July 15th, in the presence of the patrons and 
friends of the Institution, who were highly gratified by 
the proofs of diligence and fidelity in the use of their pri- 
vileges exhibited by the theological students, and the 
promise of future usefulness in the church. During the 
past year thirty-five persons, exclusive of permanent 
officers of the College, have resided at the university as 
candidates for the ministry, or members of the Theolo- 
gical Seminary. [Christian Disciple. 


eee 


Boston Publishing Fund Society. 


A society has lately been instituted in Boston for 
publishing and circulating books and tracts “adapted to 
improve the public mind in religion and morality.” 


* The original—weosrAsureta: evwwioy avtTov—is rendered 
by Wakefield, ‘‘He will lead the way in the sight of God;” and by 
Archbishop Newcome it is paraphrased as follows, ‘*He shall go be- 
fore Christ in the sight of the Lord God.” See Vewcome’s New 
Testament, vol, i. p- 335. 
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Supposed Scripture Proofs of the Trinity. 


A. wrirer in a late number of the Presbyterian 
Magazine, speaking of the doctrine of the Trinity, has 
thus expressed himself; “It is taught by the Saviour and 
his apostles in the clearest manner, and in the most ex- 
press terms, that language can supply.” 

If this position can be maintained, it necessarily fol- 
lows, that to deny the doctrine of the trinity is to re- 


ject some of the clearest and most express declarations 


of our Lord and his apostles, and that it would require 
a large portion of charity to exculpate antitrinitarians 
from the suspicion of wilfully rejecting an undoubted 
doctrine of holy scripture. Perhaps it is not therefore 
wonderful, if those who “think thus of the trinity” 
should be reluctant to acknowledge the deniers of it as 
christian brethren, and if they should regard their situa- 
tion as extremely dangerous, since it cannot be a light 
matter to speak and act in opposition to the clearest 
evidence, and to refuse to embrace the faith taught in 
the New ‘Testament “in the most express terms, that 
language can supply.” 

Such conduct would manifest great perverseness and 
deep roeted depravity, with which we should expect to 
meet only among the dregs and refuse of mankind. It 
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Remarks on the Trinity. 83 


Is it taught by our Saviour and his apostles, “in 
the clearest manner, and in the most express terms that 
language can supply,” that “there are three persons in 
the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
and that these three are one God, the same in substance, 
equal in power and glory?” If no single text contains 
thus much, let two, three, or a greater number be produc- 
ed, in which the different members of this proposition 
are distinctly contained. The question at issue is not 
whether the doctrine is supposed to be taught in the 
Scriptures. That this is the prevailing opinion among 
christian professors at the present day, is a well known 
fact; but an opinion, however generally received. or how- 
ever long it has prevailed, is not scripture authority.“ It 
is matter of equal notoriety, that a few texts have been 
collected, which, taken in the aggregate, have been sup- 
posed to authorise the conclusion expressed in the lan- 
guage just quoted from the Presbyterian Catechism; 
although, when these texts are separately examined, it 
instantly appears, that not one of them contains the 
doctrine, which is said to be so clearly taught in scrip- 
ture.—It rests, therefore, on the assumption of those 
who have imagined, that it was fairly deducible from 
such passages when compared with each other. But, is 
this evidence? Would such a species of proof be regard- 
ed as the clearest and most express in any matter in- 
volving life, character, liberty, or property? Rather, 
would it not be inadmissible; or only admissible after 
satisfactory proof had been received, that nothing better 
could be obtained? 

To save time, | will only advert to the baptismal com- 
mission, Matt. xxviii. 19. “Go ye therefore and teach 


* Non theologia vera est theologia, quia constanter retinetur, aut 
diu durat; millerioria theologia potest esse omnium pessima. 











“LOUURW J1IDI]}dx9 pue 1t9]9 ysouUd 
84} Ul BU1IZI0p JVyy Yovaz Yorum ‘53x93 94} YIM IQnd 
94) ANDAR] 9) ‘pajonb aaoqe auo ay) ayly suotjAasse pez 
“vy 0} Surpim aav se yons uo Ajw1oadsa asow pue ‘410 
“LI 9Y) Ul SIAAIIJ9Q UO ]]VO alojasay) J *UOIVRyISaY 10 
}QDOp 10} W001 OU aq UD diay} fpurw snonuasul L19Aa Ut 
aoujd aye) Ajqeztaaut ysnw UONdIAUOD pu ‘peonpold aq 
Wal} jay ‘sanessed yons ddnpo.id 03 uRyy aaisva 9q ua 
Surou .‘kjddns uvo asenSury] yey) swiaj ssaidxa ysou 
9) UL puR {aUURUL JSa.I1va]d 3Yy3 Ul,, *4)1N1T} 9Yy2 JO BULIY 
-2Op ay2 24UANR}) savy Aay7 J. puv fsaysode siy pur paoy 
ano Aq 7ySnv) sem 31 7BY}) paysyes Suiaq uo ‘autsjo0p 
aayio Luv a0 SAjtU1U} YX JO dULIQDOp ayy JlWpe AjIpRes 
PINOM UOISYII ULSLIYD 94} UL AdAdIJaq snoldas AraAq 
"UOLIJRUTMIRXA 9JVINDI UL JO 482} JY} PUL}Js jouURD 7 
yvy) pue Su0.13s 00) aq Avu Ajp1u1I} 9yy 0} VdUdAaJaa UT 
pajonb asenSury ay} 7ey} ‘sasiue asojasay} uorsidsng 
| "WSI}OIpT 0} Sur 
-yovoidde aze)s & Ul JO ‘S.1a}9RIRYO pauOpuURgR JoY}I0 av 
‘£JLU11} DY} VAITAGSIP OYA JSOU} Jey} ‘puy jou Op 9M OX 
2UOIVESIIAUOD [LUOIVA pu pazdaUU0d B UL jaed AUR ay¥v} 
0} 21qQ¥ 9q JO ‘ajt] Jo SuladU0D AuvUIpsO ysow aq} ade 
“Bul 0} 34 9q SuosJad Yous pjnom ‘yse |T ‘MON *399JIP 
JSOUL 9} SULA UL PUR ‘AdUURM js8a.1va]D 94} UT pajezs 
SUA BRUM Sarataosad soy way) azeploedrout 07 se yeas 
Os aq ysnur yIIjap 9y} ‘auo pryPA v vajd sIy} Japudl 07 
gnq suotsuayaiduio9 jo yoajap Addeyun ue aapun painoq 
-vy ay} yey) faq ppnom “inoaRy 4194} UL pain aq pjnod 
qeyy ‘vajd Ajuo ayy, ‘ajl] JO Susazu0d UOWWIOD 94} 
ur 39adsad pu aduapyuod 07 uNe]D A1aAa yrays0y Ayjsnl 
pjnom ‘uorSiyas 0) Suyejas suaj}jyeu ut sajdisutud poos pur 
Ppunos ][k JO UOIZNINSIP |v}, B YONS aduIAa Pynoys OYA 
‘Su0Sidg °YNI} JO BAO] JY} pue ApGazut yyM ApABpNdII!} 
-aed ‘Az1yenb ajqou puv jevaid Ayaa0 YjtM 2UA}SISUODUT St 


Anursy ay] uo syavmay 68 
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It is a curious fact, that the definition given of the 
trinity in the Shorter Catechism, although taught to 
children and catechumens, and represented in common 
with the rest of that Catechism and the Confession of 
Faith, as a summary of divine truth, does not accurately 
exhibit the belief of not a few ministers belonging to 
the Presbyterian church? If the doctrine of the trinity 
be clearly and expressly taught in scripture, it seems 
wonderful, that the united wisdom of a large body of 
ministers has neither enabled them to exhibit it in the 
language of scripture, nor in language, whicli they are 
prepared to defend, or disposed fully to adopt. I have 
never yet met with a trinitarian divine, who did not ad- 
mit, that to assert that there are three persons in the God- 
head would be incorrect, unless, at the same time, it were 
perfectly understood, that the word person was not to be 
taken in its usual and popular sense, but only as deno- 
ting a distinction. ‘That is, there are three distinctions 
in the Godhead; at the same time it is maintained, that 
to each of these distinctions the personal pronouns, J, 
thou, and he, may be applied; that is, as I understand 
the matter, these distinctions are personified. 

But is this the great doctrine of the trinity, on which 
so much stress has been laid by polemics, and which is 
said to be so clearly taught in scripture? Why thenis 
itso ambiguously taught in an authorized and popular 
catechism, and in the public standards of churches 
claiming to be sound in the faith? Why are children 
and young persons directed to repeat words, which are 
not calculated to convey a correct impression to their 
minds of a doctrine said to lie at the foundation of chris- 
tian truth, and the right apprehension of which is regard- 
ed as essential to an acceptance with God? Why so much 


proscription and denunciation, so many harsh speeches, 
Q* 
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he observes, it would have been, “Let us make man in 
our images, and not in our image.”* Basil was pleased 
with Austin’s improvement. Glycas, the annalist, was 
still more fortunate, and went so far as to discover the 
particular office, which each person of the trinity per- 
formed in the creation of man. “Who said,” he asks, 
“Let us make man? The Father. Who took the dust 
of the ground for that purpose? The Son. And who 
breathed into him the breath of life. The Holy Spirit.” 

Austin found another proof of the trinity in the ac- 
count of the creation. This was completed in six days, 
and six is twice three. Hence, according to Austin’s 
logic, there are three persons in the trinity. 

Cyril of Alexandria found a proof of the trinity in 
the dimensions of Noah’s ark, which he sagaciously re- 
marks was three hundred cubits long, and thirty high.t 

Novatian supposed it was the Son, and not God the 
Father, who came down upon the tower of Babel, for as 
the Almighty fills all space, he cannot be said either to 
descend or ascend. 

According to Austin, the three angels, who appeared 
to Abraham, were the three persons of the trinity; and 
the two who went to Sodom, he says, were the Son and 
Spirit, because they were set, and the Father is never 
represented as being sent. ‘This latter was also the opin- 
ion of Cyril and Athanasius. Glycas tells us, that: it 
was the trinity, who entered the tent of Abraham, and 


* Non diceretur ad imaginem nostrum, sed ad imagines nostras. 
> g 


+ Aspice ergo queso, quemadmodum in trecentis cubitis, quod 
aree longitudinem esse assignavimus perfectio sancte trinitatis 
consecratur. Opera Vol. i. p.17. He enlarges upon this thought, 
and shows how the several dimensions of the ark represent the three 
hypostases [tres hypostases) of the trinity. 
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Cyprian perceived emblems of the trinity in the three 
hours of prayer observed by Daniel in his captivity, 
and in his three friends, who were rescued from the 
fiery furnace by the hand of God. 

Austin has a short argument to prove, that Christ was 
more than human. No man, says he, was ever equal to 
Solomon, and yet Christ says of himself, “Behold a 
oreater than Solomon is here.”"—The text, Zand my Fa- 
ther are one, was first used by the Sabellians against the 
trinitarians. But it was afterwards turned to another 
purpose, and became at length one of the most favourite 
arguments for the proper divinity of Christ. Origen 
interprets it as implying, that the Father and Son are 
two hypostases, and that they are one only in consent, 
harmony, and union of will.* Ambrose, in addition to 
this, discovered, that Christ mentioned his own name 
first, “lest it should be imagined, that he was inferior to 
the Father, whereas it could not be supposed, that the 
Father was inferior to the Son.” 

The text, My Father is greater than J, Basil says ts 
a proof, that the Father and Son are of the same nature, 
“because things of a different nature are not so com- 
pared,” 

The Apostle says of God, that of him, and through 
him, and to him are all things, which Gregory tells us 
relates to the trinity. 

Chrysostom proves Christ to be equal with the Fa- 
ther from the text, «we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him.” Did a deputy,” he asks, “ever 


presume to say, I and my king give orderst” After 
this, no one can be surprised at the manner in which 
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It is a well attested fact in ecclesiastical history, that 
the Holy Spirit was not sanctioned as a person of the 
trinity, by the consent of any regular ecclesiastical 
body, till nearly four hundred years after Christ. ‘The 
first controversies were about the divinity and consub- 
stantiality of Christ. ‘The Holy Spirit was seldom in- 
troduced. But is it probable, that this part of the sub- 


ject would thus have been passed over, if the doctrine 


of the trinity, in the shape which it has since assumed 
had then been embraced. The Apostle’s Creed says 
nothing of a trinity, although this was made at a very 
early period, when the true faith would be as likely to be 
known, as at any time afterwards. Mosheim says it 
was not till the Council of Constantinople, A. D. 381, 
that “a hundred and fifty bishops gave the finishing 
touch to what the Council of Nice had left imperfect, 
and fixed, in a full and determinate manner, the doctrine 
of three persons in one God.”* Whence was it, that 
this was not settled long before, without the aid of a 
hundred and fifty bishops, by consuiting the Bible, if 
this book contains the doctrine in such express terms, 
ashave been imagined? Yet in all these councils, where 
the trinity was decreed, we hear nothing of the authority 
of the B:bie, but of the Bishops. : 

Can any evidence be brought, that the Council of Nice 
used scripture arguments to confute the Arians? Is not 
the contrary notorious? This point has been already 
discussed in the Miscellany, [No. VIII, p. 329.) Se- 


* Mosheim’s Church History, vol i. p. 426. Some accounts Say, 
that this point was determined a short time betore, by a synod of Bish- 
ops at Alexandria with Athanasius at their head. Of the members of 
this synod, Sozomen says, Spiritam Sanctum Patri et Filo consub- 


stantialein confitentur, et trinitatem nominant. Sozomen Ast. Eccl. 
lt. v. chap. LL. 
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rules of Fundamentals; and Le Clerc says expressly, 
that “they proffer communion to all, who receive the 
sacred Scriptures, as the only rule of their faith and 
conduct, and who are neither idolaters nor persecu- 
tors.* Itis unnecessary to mention Vorstius, the suc- 
cessor of Arminius in the divinity chair at Leyden, be- 
cause he was openly charged with denying the trinity; 
and one of the accusations brought against him by the 
pious Synod of Dort, at the time of his excommunica- 
tion, was, that he “made bold with such doctrines as con- 
cern the trinity of persons in the Godhead, and the 
hypostatical union.” See Judgments of the Synod 
holden at Dort, p. 102. It was on this ground, that 
the royal theologue, king James, caused his book De 
Deo to be publicly burnt in London, and induced the 
States of Holland to banish its author from his native 
country. In short, | am convinced no proof can be ad- 
vanced, that the early writers among the Arminians, 
such as Grotius, Episcopius, Vorstius, and Le Clerc, 
considered the doctrine of the trinity as plainly taught 
in the Scriptures, or as a necessary article of christian 
faith. 

In regard to later writers, both Arminian and Calvin- 
istic, there may be less certainty. Of professions and 
confident assertions there is no end. We are told 
daily from pulpits, and in books, that the trinity is a 
most prominent doctrine of scripture. When proof is 
demanded, we are put off with creeds, with definitions, 


* lls offrent la communion a toux eeux, qui reeoivent lVeeriture 
sainte comme la seule regle de la foi et des meeurs, et qui ne sont ni 
idolatres ni persecuteurs. Biblioth. Ancien. et Mod. ‘Tom xxv. 
p. 110. Nearly the same seutiments are expressed in the Dedication 
of his Translation of Hammond’s Paraphrase and Commentary, p, 3. 
Edit. Secund. 1714. 
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Scriptures through whatever channels you please, they 
will ali meet in this point at last. The unity of God is 
plainly expressed. Every other part of the trinity is 
inferred. This the good bishop Smalridge was fain to 


confess, when he said, “Lhe trinity is not in so many 
words taught us in the Holy Scriptures—yet it may 
easily. regularly, and undeniably be inferred from Scrip- 
ture.”* As all trinitarians in reality go upon this 
ground, | ask nothing more, than that they should can- 
didly acknowledge it, and not lead away such as are less 
informed by assertions, which never have been, and 
never can be supported. Lam willing they should make 
inferences, if they will allow me the same privilege; pre- 
mising, however, that when | exercise this privilege, 
some respect shall be paid to my sincerity, understand- 
ing, and judgment, and that such proofs as [ may ade 
vance in the exact words of scripture, shall not be set 
asile by any authority of inferences. I want no other 
language to express the terms of my faith, than such as 
the plain words of scripture supply. T. 


* Nearly the same thing is said by Bishop Atterbury, who, 
although he holds the language of seripture to be sufficiently plain, 
tells us nevertheless, that “It is not pretended this doctrine is any 
where, throughout the whole Btble, expressed with the utmost degree 
of evidence and clearness, which words are any ways possibly capa- 
ble of.” And to comfort us in our perplexities, he assures us, that 
**God never designed to give us an account of the mysteries of chris- 
tixnity in expressions every way so bright and clear, as should pre- 
vent all possible wrestings and misconstructions. For this had been 
to do too great foree to our assent, which ought to be free and volun- 
tary. ‘This had been to rob us of the rewards due to believing, and 
to take away the proper test and trial of sincere and ingenuous minds,” 
Sermons, Vol. iii. p. 266, 267, 
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God’s DECLARATIONS of his hatred of it? Why might not the mere 
words of the true God have performed the office of a Saviour ? 

“The candidate replied, because mere words would not be believed 
tinless they were accompanied by corresponding actions. 

“Sut, might not the declarations of the true God, concerning his 
hatred of sin, verified by the sufferings of devils and damned spirits, 
have constituted the atonement, and so have performed the office of 
Christ? 

“Their sufferings, the candidate conceived, would not be a sufficient 
ly clear and dignified atonement, to have vindicated the Deity in par- 
doning sia. No exhibition inferior to that made by the sufferings of 
the Son of God, he thought would sufficiently indicate the divine dis- 
posivion, so as to render it consistent with the character of Jehovah to 
pass by the transgressions of men. 

“Jn reply to the question of some one, the candidate said, that he 
considered the justification of a sinner, in the sense of the gospel, as 
synonymous with the pardoning of a sinner. 

‘These answers appeared to meet with the approbation of the coun- 
cil, and it was therefore resolved, unanimously, by all who had aright 
to vote in the ease, to proceed to the installation of the pastor elect.” 


These proceedings of a clerical council in Connecticut 
indicate a progress in religious inquiry, which-we were 
not prepared to learn from that quarter; and yet it is 
no more, perhaps, than we ought to have expected. The 
domineering spirit of the clergy in that state has al- 
ready reacted upon themselves, and weakened their 
former strength, by gaining to the people a Constitution, 
which has enlarged the bounds of their religious freedom. 
With this new foundation to stand upon, we have reason 
to suppose, that one shackle will drop off after another, 
till the chains of the inquisitorial Consociations will 
become inefficient, and even the Saybrook Platform will 
want another platform to hold it up. It is impossible, 
that the spirit, which gives stability to our free political 
institutions, should tolerate such a hierarchy, as was set 
up by the “Elders and Messengers of the Churches” 
assembled at Saybrook in 1708. The only wonder is, 
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Orthodox Ordination in Connecticut. G9 


with myself, worship Christ as God, is well calculated to banish Christ 
from the church. He need not be truly God to accomplish for us alt 
the atonement, and all the redemption, which are therein attyibuted to 
him. While I rejoice that my native state has hitherto deposed from 
the ministry all those who have publicly denied the deity of Jesus 
Christ, I am constrained to express my fears,from the natural ten- 
dency of many doctrines now popular there, that Sociniauism and 
Arianism will greatly prevail there within half a century to come; and 
that hundreds of the clergy will follow the downward course of 
Sherman, Abbot, and last of all, the Rev. Dan Huntington.” 


We should in kindness, perhaps, sympathize with 
the author in these fears, which bear so heavily upon his 
mind. But however much our good nature, and the 
dictates of humanity, might incline us to such a disposi- 
tion, we cannot resist the imposing sense of duty, which 
requires us rather to praise God for the good work he 
has begun, and which we believe he will finish in his own 
due time. For our own part, we shall think that a hap- 
py community, whose members are all like Sherman and 
Abbot, either in their religious principles, or in the 
piety and active virtues of their lives. And we will 
add, moreover, that we shall never look for much of the 
purity of christian faith, or of the spirit of holiness, in 
any society, or under any institutions, which shall sanc- 
tion such unrighteous persecutions as were practised 
against these gentlemen in Connecticut.* 


* The Rev. Mr. Sherman was driven from his ministerial charge 
over the First Church in Mansfield, Conn. more than fifteen years ago, 
on account of his opinions. He was judged and condemned by an ec. 
clesiastical court, acting on the authority of the Saybrook Platform. 
Of this court, and of himself, he says; “Were they an ecclesiastical 
court known in the Seriptures; had they charged me with crime, 
with a breach of the divine law to mankind; and were there any 
other kind of iniquity found cleaving to my garment, than that J can- 
not see with their eyes, and perceive with their understandings; 1 might 
consider myself affected by their decision. But, as the matter now 
stands, I feel the authority of the Lord Jesus still resting upon me, 
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Bishop Atterbury on Justification by Faith. 181 


so, have not well considered, what influence it hath ex- 
perimentally had upon practice and a good life, in many 
of its assertors. Some spiritual libertines, of the 
Antinomian way, have by it undermined the very de- 
sign of the gospel; and set us free from the necessity of 
being pious, just, or good, upon any other principle, but 
that of pure gratitude only. And in those who do not 
rise to these mad heighths, yet the persuasions they have 
entertained about justifying faith, are observed mightily 
to lessen their esteem of good works; and from esteem- 
ing them less, to come to practise them less, is, God 
knows, a very easy step, and almost an unavoidable one. 
Witness the celebrated Justitutions of a great divine, in 
which of faith much every where, of charify little any 
where is spoken; and we are not, therefore, to wonder, 
if the rules of charity should in that book be as little 
observed. 

Indeed these very rules of charity, which I would not 
willingly, while [ am mentioning, transgress, induce me 
to think, that many learned and pious men hold this 
doctrine of justification by faith alone, in its most rigid 
sense, without holding or even discerning the ill conse- 
quences that attend it. However, since the ill conse- 
quences of this doctrine are sufficiently plain, both for 
reason, and experience, though such men happen not to 
perceive them, the same rules of charity forbid us, when 
the subject falls in our way, to be silent concerning 
them, or suffer men to think, that those, who exclude 
good works from being any ways instrumental towards 
justifying a sinner, are guilty only of an innocent mis- 
take, which reacheth no farther than bare specula- 
tion. [Sermon on the Power of Charity. 
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History of Unitarianism in England. 105 
reigns of Henry VIII. Edward VI. and Elizabeth, was 


assuming its present form, many atoned with their lives 
for their rejection of the trinity; and the names of 
many others are transmitted, who, persisting in offering 
divine honours to the Father only, perished at the stake. 
The fate of Joan Bocher is remarkable; the warrant of 
her death was exturted from Edward VL by archbishop 
Cranmer, who. for his zeal in promoting the Reformation, 
was afterwards sacrificed to the fury of the papists. ‘The 
amiable prince moved to tears is reported to have said 
to the prelate, “i resign myself wholly to your judgment 
in this watter; it is for you te justify the deed in the 
sight of God.” This excellent woman had been induced 
ioembrace the doctrine of the simple unity of God by 
reading the Scriptures, then lately translated into En- 
lish, ‘The new tenets were disseminated with such 
rapidity, that a system of persecution was set on foot 
tv suppress them.* 


* Strype relates, from Parsons the Jesuit, that “Joan Bocher was 
at first a great dispenser of Tindal’s New ‘Uestament, translated by 
him into English, and printed at Colen; and was a great reader of 
scripture herself, which book she also dispersed in the court.” She 
was remarkable for her powers of understanding, her active benevo- 
lence, and especially for her deeds of kindness to those, whom the 
religious persecutions of the time ha: cast into prison. 

She was brought before the Commissioners, among whom were 
Cranmer and Latimer, and condemned to be burnt for her opinions, 
Her heresy, aceording to Fox, related to the nature of Christ, and 
was a species Of Arianism. ‘he gentle and amishle king Edward re- 
fused at first to sign the warrant for her exeeution. Burnet writes, 
ji. 106° that ‘the king thought it a piece of cruelty, too like that 
Which they had condenmed in papists, to burn any for their conscien- 
ces.” Cranmer argued to him out of the laws of Moses, and pro- 
duced such reasons, “fas did rather silenec than satisiy the young 
King.’ He, however, set his hand to the warrant, and Joan Bocher 
Was accordingly burnt at Sivithheld, May 2, 1550. 


It is a curious tact, Haat John Rogers, who was the first that was 
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History of Unitarianism in England. 105 


vengeance of the Presbyterian doctors, by assembling 
a small body of unitarian christians in his house; and 
after the restoration of Charles IL. he died in prison.* 

The revolution, which elevated William III. to the 
English throne, settled the national religion upon a 
firm basis, and Parliament, by an act of unwonted lib- 
erality, extended toleration to all protestant noncon- 
formists, with an express exception of unitarians. A 
few years after, they were treated with greater rigour; 
and by the statute of William III. which was repealed 
at last in 1813, severe penalties, restrictions, and in- 
capacities were imposed upon all, who should deny any 
one of the persons in the trinity to be God. 

Towards the close of the seventeenth century, two 
names are conspicuous among the assertors of the divine 
unity. The first is that of John Locke, the champion of 
toleration and civil liberty, who not only developed the 
nature and operations of the human mind, but recalled 
reason to its legitimate office, the interpretation of the 
word of God. His treatise on the “Reasonableness of 
Christianity,” and “Notes on St. Paul’s Epistles,” have 
contributed greatly toa sounder exposition of the sa- 
cred writings. ‘The name of the other is Thomas Fir- 
min, an opulent citizen of London, to whose munificent 
benefactions, few charitable institutions of that period re- 
fuse their testimony. ‘The unitarian controversy was 
even then warmly agitated; and this excellent man lent 
his aid to the printing and distribution of many learned 
expositions and apologies, which, at the present, day, 


* Biddle was seized while engaged in divine worship with a small 
number of his friends. ‘They were all taken before a magistrate, by 
whom they were sent to prison, where Biddle was treated with so 
much severity, by the cruel order of the judge, that he died in less 
than five weeks afterwards. ‘T'oulmin’s Life of Biddle, p.109.  Fov. 
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wularies of the church. He removed from the Liturgy 
all those expressions of religious worship, which were 
not appropriated to the Father; and, thus corrected, the 
Liturgy has been received, with a few unimportant al- 
terations, by several unitarian societies in England and 
the United States.* 

Among the Unitarians, who flourished at this period, 
was Sir Isaac Newton, the most illustrious of philoso- 
phers. A sincere and humble christian, he devoted himself 
habitually to the study of the Scriptures. He uniform- 
ly professed a belief in the unity of God, and defended 
it in his valuable dissertation upon the spurious text 
of the three witnesses in the first epistle of John. 

In 1771, a petition was presented to parliament by 
certain clergymen of the church of England, praying to 
be relieved from the necessity of subscribing to the 
Thirty-Nine Articles, and that a belief in the Holy 
Scriptures might be the only test required. Disappoint- 
ed in their hopes, many unitarians retired from the 
church and the universities.t Of these the most dis- 


* The only Unitarian Congregation in the United States, where a 
Liturgy is used, isthe Rev. Dr. Freeman’s at King’s Chapel, Boston. 
Although this Liturgy is constructed after the general plan of Dr. 
Clarke’s improvements, yet it does not conform to it in all respects. 
It contains additional prayers from Dr. Paley, Dr. Johnson, Bishop 
Taylor, Dr. Enfield, and others; and also an Appendix with services 
taken from the Liverpool and Salisbury Liturgies. The Sociewes in this 
eountry, which are professedly unitarian, it is believed universally 
adopt the congregational mode of worship. Ep. 


+ In the English universities, where men are tied down by trinitarian 
subscriptions, and actuated with the desire of academical favours and 
ecclesiastical benefits, it is not to be expected, that many should be 
induced to engage in unitarian disquisitions. In Cambridge, however, 
several turned their thoughts to these subjects. Among this number 
were Robert Tyrwhitt, A. M. and John Jebb, M. D. ever memorable 
for their learning and virtues. The former openly defended the 
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quence in the senate, and at the bar. Their present 
pastor is the Rev. Thomas Belsham, formerly professor 
of theology in a college of calvinistic Dissenters. The 
writings of this gentleman, whether in defending the 
credibility of the Gospel and the truths of unitarianism, 
or in repelling the wanton and insolent attacks made 
upon his brethren, or in vindicating the honours of the 
dead against those who seek to tarnish them, equally 
prove him to be learned, temperate, and acute; while the 
integrity of his life, the suavity of his manners, and his 
diffusive benevolence, endear him to the wise and good. 
We have thus far traced the progress of the unita- 
rian faith in the English church. Among the Dissenters, 
who were separated into three sects, and called Pres- 
byterians, Independents, and Baptists, although the pro- 
gress of unitarianism was very considerable at the be- 
ginning of the eighteenth century, it was nevertheless 
impeded by the pertinacity, with which almost all per- 
sons adhere to opinions, which they have embraced after 
a laborious research; and more especially, if they per- 
ceive, that by reason of their opinions, they are exclud- 
ed from civil offices. Those, who first dissented from 
the English church, were almost all trinitarians, so that 
of the two thousand ministers, who, in the reign of 
Charles II. were ejected from their benefices by the Act 
of Uniformity, William Manning was the only one that 
rejected the doctrine of the trinity. The persecution, 
which his friend, Thomas Emlyn, a clergyman of 
Dublin, had suffered from his colleagues on account of 
his opinions respecting this doctrine, and the small trea- 
tises by which he had defended his cause, induced many 
at that time to embrace the faith of the divine unity.* 
*Emlyn and Manning were both made to embrace the unitarian 


faith by reading Dr. Sherlock’s Vindication of the Trinity, They 
} The 
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counties of England came over not only to the Arian 
faith, but to all the doctrines of unitarianism.* 

The writings of Lardner contributed very much to 
the diffusion of these sentiments among the Presby- 
terians. In his work on the Credibility of the Gospel 
History, he has left a lasting monument of his erudition, 
industry, and candour. In his letters on the Logos, 
and in his sermons on Philippians, ii. 6, he has proved 
himself an equally powerful antagonist to the corrupters 
and the opposers of christianity. Almost all the Pres- 
byterian Dissenters from the Church of England now 
profess the unitarian faith, if we may take the words in 
such a sense as to comprise all, who hold to the deity 
of the Father only. 

The English Baptists have almost from their origin 
been divided into the Particular and General Baptists. 
The first adopted the sentiments of Calvin, and the 
latter those of Arminius. ‘The General Baptists having 
rejected the doctrine of the trinity, the common test of 
orthodoxy, serious controversies followed, which gave 
rise to another secession. ‘The larger part of them now 
profess the unitarian faith. A party has lately sprung 


* Peirce’s paraphrase is after the manner of Locke’s. His notes 
‘are much more voluminous and learned. In his Dedication, prefixed 
to the Paraphrase on the Epistle to the Colossians, he says, ‘‘I am 
more indebted to Locke, than to any man, for what understanding I 
have in St. Paul’s Epistles, and whose admirable rules and example, 
I have, the best I could, endeavoured to follow.” The notes on the 
Epistle to the Hebrews in particular, discover great learning and cri- 
tical research. This was a posthumous work, and at the time of the 
author’s death was finished only to the 34th verse of the tenth chap- 
ter, with a small part of the twelfth. It was continued and completed 
by Mr. Hallett. Peirce left also several valuable Dissertations on dif 
erent parts of scripture. Locke’s Paraphrase and Notes extend to the 
Epistles to the Galatians, Corinthians, Romans, and Ephesians; and 
Peirce’s to the Colossians, Philippians, and Hebrews. En, 
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theologian, whose hymns are used to this day in the re- 
ligious services not only of independents, but of almost 
every other denomination of christians, deviated in his 
old age very essentially from his former opinions. 

Dr. Priestley, one of the few philosophers, who are 
destined to be celebrated not only in their own age, but 
throughout all future ages, was born and educated for 
the ministry among the Independents. After discover- 
ing the errors with which he had early been imbued, 
he rejected them, joined himself to the unitarians, and 
laboured with great earnestness to recall others, who had 
fallen into the same errors, to a better faith; nor are we 
more indebted to any one for the success, which has at- 
tended the doctrine of the divine unity, and for its in- 
creasing diffusion at the present day. Priestley pos 
sessed many qualities, which fitted him in a peculiar 
manner for the arduous task of a reformer; an un- 
derstanding, which seemed prepared to grasp all sub- 
jects with equal facility, indefatigable labour, a mind 
unmoved by danger, a most ardent love of searching for 
truth, and an admirable talent of communicating his 
knowledge with ease and clearness. Even his enemies 
allowed him to be a great man; and those, who knew 
his benevolence, his candour, his goodness of heart, and 
above all, his piety, by which he was accustomed to re- 
fer all things to God, and to acknowledge his provi- 
dence with gratitude in prosperity, and with humble sub- 
mission in adversity,—those who knew him in this char- 
acter not only saw that he was great, but felt that he 
was the best of men. 

Notwithstanding he laboured with more success in his 
physical researches than scarcely any one of his time, he 
would not suffer the glory he thus acquired to seduce 
him from nobler pursuits. Believing no employment so 
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A short time before his exile, Priestley was instru- 
mental in forming a society in London, called, “The 
Unitarian Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, 
and the Practice of Virtue, by the Distribution of Books.” 
The object of this society was twofold. First, that all, 
who believe “there is one God, and one Mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus,” might have 
a common bond of union, and a means of combining 
their strength. Secondly, that such books as are adapt- 
ed to the diffusion of correct views of christian doc- 
trines, and to the promotion of virtue and piety, might 
be printed and distributed at a small expense. Among 
other benefits, which have resulted from this society, it 
ought particularly to be mentioned, that under its aus- 
pices an improved version of the New Testament was 
published, in the year 1808, according to the text of 
Griesbach, with marginal notes, and a critical preface. 
The society is now in a flourishing state, under the care 
of Thomas Rees L. L. D. who has lately translated the 
Racovian Catechism into English, and enriched it with 
notes. Many other institutions of this description have 
since sprung up in different parts of England, so that 
in some one of them almost every unitarian society is 


published several works at Northumberland, among which were his 


/ “Notes on all the Books of Seripture,” in four volumes; and his 
“Chureh History,” in six volumes. The two first volumes of this 
» latter work had been printed in England. Four others were now 


added, 
When Priestley was on the eve of his departure for America, he 
expressed himself as follows in a letter to a friend; ‘I leave this 
| country with every good wish, not only to my frrends, but to my ene- 
mies; and hope, that when prejudices are removed, we shall meet in 


| a betier state.’ To this amiable and christian spirit, Lis whole life 


| bore testimony. Ep. 
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Unitarian Society in Parliament Court, Artillery Lane, 
London. 

Ireland has not yet been embraced in the unitarian 
missions. Numbers in that island, professing Arianism, 
adhere to the Presbyterian discipline, but it does not 
appear, that there exists a body of christians convening 
for public worship, to whom the term unitarian is strictly 
applicable. In the north and south of Ireland there 
are doubtless many, as in England, who are favourable 
to the unitarian faith, yet are content to remain in the 
church of their fathers. 

The civil condition of unitarians at the present day is 
the same as with other Dissenters. They are indulged 
in the free exercise of their religion; but all are alike ex- 
cluded from the honours of the state, who do not con- 
form to the establishment. ‘They are eligible, however, 
to a seat in parliament; and the law, which imposed 
upon them the severest penalties, was repealed in 1813, 
at the motion of William Smith, himself a unitarian, 
whose services during thirty years in the cause of liber- 
ty, entitle him to a high rank among British patriots. 
This statute, however, had been silently abrogated by 
disuse. 

The necessity of subscription having excluded all 
unitarian youth from the national universities, it was 


| judged expedient to erect a seminary for their use. It 


is situated at York, and is under the charge of the Rev. 
Charles Wellbeloved, who is likewise the professor of 
divinity. The grand principle of study, which he 
adopts, is, that neither his own opinions, nor those of 
others shall be taken as necessarily true, but that the 
students, after collecting all the thoughts of learned and 
pious men of various persuasions, which can throw jight 
on the Scriptures, shall be allowed to judge for them- 
12 
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haps, that a regard for our safety should make us look 


: to our armour, and put ourselves in an attitude of de- 
» fence. But unfortunately, it may be, we cannot rouse 
: ourselves to any apprehension of danger; and of victory 
) we are not ambitious. 


The author’s whole object, as far as we can discover, 


f is to show that unitarianism is dangerous and false, 
» because it appeals to the reason, or the understand- 
\ ing of men, in connexion with the Scriptures. And 
» how does he establish this point? Why, truly, by 
| professing to use the very same faculty, which he con- 


demns as sO mischievous in unitarians; or in his own 
lucid phrase, “by a concatenation of principles and 


, logical inferences necessarily connected,” and by en- 
_ deavouring “to show, at one glance, the stress of the 


argument, and the logical conclusiveness of the whole 


argumentation.” Now we should be glad to know, what 


a man has to do with logic, or argument, or argu- 


mentation, or principles, or inferences, who denies the 
iuse of his reason. We confess it seems to us little 


better than folly to argue with a man, who boasts of 


‘rejecting: the office of reason, and at the same time 
commits the absurdity of writing a book in six numbers, 


professedly to prove by a series of reasonings, that 
reason is a useless thing. And we confess further, that 
should we often see this same reason running to such 
results, as in the work to which we are now alluding, 
we should be the first to acknowledge its impotency. 
We have no desire to interfere with the religious 
concerns of the Catholics. No unitarian in this coun- 
try, within our knowledge, has ever lisped a word 
against them. We are willing they should have their 
religion of mystery and tradition, if they will let us 
have ours of the Bible and common sense. While 
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hem | Professor Lindsly’s Apology. 


, orl WW. lately made a very curious extract from 
them | Professor Lindsly’s Discourse, called a Plea for the 
Pope | Theological Seminary at Princeton. (Vol. ii. p. 36.] 
. the} This extract related to Unitarians, and was accompanied 
con-) by two or three remarks of our own. The Professor 
com-[has since published a second edition of his Plea, and 
ture,padded a note to the passage in question. This would 
rical,pseem to have been intended as a sort of apology, expla- 
st usp mation, or defence, though it would be difficult, perhaps, 
“heo-} to tell precisely which. But whatever it may be called, 
still ; ve feel it a duty of justice to Professor Lindsly to make 
stics,p it as public, as we did that portion of his discourse, 
urch. | Which has called it forth. The following are his words. 
witht, “In his remarks on the unitarians, the author may be 
they | hought to have expressed himself incautiously, perhaps 
to befuncharitably. They style themselves christians; and 
vany of them, no doubt, are sincere in their professions. 
Trinitarians generally, however, do not think them 
fairly entitled to the appellation of christian; aad 
that the direct tendency of their principles is to subvert 
ithe true christian faith. So vast, indeed, is the differ- 
‘ence between the trinitarian and the unitarian, as to 
: 13 
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no other ground than this, we should cheerfully allow 
it to them. But when we know, that they receive the 
Gospel of Christ, and consider him as commissioned 
from heaven, fo publish a revelation to the world; when 
we know, that they interpret his language as their un- 
derstanding and judgment direct, and profess to make 
his precepts the rule of their lives, and his promises the 
strength of their hopes, we have other good reasons for 
calling them christians. 

Now we ask nothing more than this of trinitarians. 
We glory in Christ, as the founder of a religion, through 
which we hope to attain salvation and eternal life. We 
receive him most implicitly, as our Master and our Sa- 
viour, study his word with humility, prayer, and de- 
votedness, and then receive it in such a sense, as our 
understanding and our conscience will warrant; and we 
also endeavour to conform our lives to the precepts and 
spirit of the Gospel. We know not what more we can 
do, or what more others have done, to merit the name 
of christians. We may be mistaken, and so may they, 
but our motives and endeavours are the same, and 
whence these exclusive asserters of the christian name 
derive the right of bringing us to a judgment, from 
which they modestly imagine themselves exempt, we 
have not been able to learn. 

Trinitarians acknowledge our sincerity, and of course 
must allow, that we desire to learn the truth. Profes- 
sor Lindsly has, also, informed us, that unitarians are 
abundantly qualified for this task. “Many of the teach- 
ers of this heresy,” says he, “are thoroughly skilled in 
scholastic theology, logic, and metaphysics; in history, 
antiquity, philosophy, and modern sciences; and well 
versed in the ancient languages.” One would suppose 
that these qualifications, combined with right motives, 
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Professor Lindsly’s Apology. 125 


Whether they, who manifest so much zeal in mis- 
naming unitarians, and in determining who alone are 
true christians, have been animated by these imperial 
examples, we are not concerned to inquire. 

As to what Professor Lindsly says respecting its being 
“admitted, that the controversy about the name depends 
on the real nature and character of the Saviour,” we re- 
ply, that no such thing has ever been admitted. This 
would be to suppose, that the nature and character of 
Christ must in all respects be known, before any one 
can be called a christian. If such were the condition, 
who would have the confidence to take upon himself the 
name? Who will have the presumption to declare him- 
self possessed of a perfect knowledge of a subject, which 
has divided the opinions of the wise, the pious, and the 
learned of all ages? What do the Scriptures say? 
“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is born 
of God.” “Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.” , ‘This 
is the rule of the Christian faith, and here is nothing 
about the precise nature, offices, or character of the Sa- 
viour. We are to study the Scriptures, and learn what 
we can on these subjects, and although we may not all 
come to the same conclusions, we do not thereby forfeit 
our title to the christian name; or if we do, it isa for- 
feiture, which bears equally upon every sect of chris- 


trinity, which is the substance of the Athanasian Creed, is the bap- 
tismal faith, and that certainly is necessary for salvation, if any faith 
be.” Hence he infers, that it was a thing most worthy of the royal 
attention of the emperors of antiquity to decree, that Arians and 
Nestorians should no longer be designated by the christian appella- 
tions of Arians and Nestorians, but should be called Porphyrians ana 
Simontans. 
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mons, besides many single and occasional discourses, 
and was equaily distinguished for the simplicity, af- 
fection, and godly sincerity of his deportment as a 
christian and a minister. It happens to few men to be 
the object of so universal and unqualified respect and 
trust. We believe there has been but one sentiment 
toward hin—a feeling that he was an upright, candid, 
consistent disciple of his meek and lowly Master. 
For with all his eminence, he never ceased to be hum- 
ble, or forgot that others had their rights, and were ac- 
countable to another than himself. He was an example 
of the truest liberality, hating and despising all bigotry, 
a stedfast advocate and defender of christian liberty, a 
strenuous opposer of every unholy attempt to “lord it 
over God’s heritage.” In losing him, the cause of tole- 
ration has lost one of its best friends. May his exam- 
ple not die with him, nor be lost to us or the church. 

In his religious belief, he was a calvinist; but he suffer- 
ed nothing of that belief to affect his character, but what 
was common to the broad ground of christian truth. It 
never contracted his heart, or soured his feelings. His 
spirit could not receive the impression of its harsh and 
repulsive features; he smoothed them all away, and 
presented them te us so altered and humanized by their 
connexion with his own excellent dispositions, that in 
him Calvinism seemed something almost lovely, and 
scarcely different from that holy and beautiful system, 
which we see in the Bible. Indeed, the Bible had been 
his model; and though he never relinquished the form 
of sound words, which had been taught him as an es- 
sential thing in his youth, and which was associated with 
all the warmth and happiness of his first impressions; 
yet he never was a slave to it, and his study to form 
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always to place religion, where the Scripture has placed 
it, in holiness of heart and lifes and to regard devotion- 
ai duties as instrumental to this end. We are never to 
place the essence of religion in things, which are but the 
means of it.” 

“A serious man from a neighbouring parish took 
occasion to inform me, that there was a great revival of 
religion in his vicinity. I expressed my satisfaction 
at the intelligence; but asked him, wherein the happy 
revival discovered itself? Whether the people ap- 
peared to be more humble, more condescending, more 
meek and peaceable, more kind and charitable, better 
united in their social relations. more virtuous in their 
manners? He cquid not answer particularly with 
respect to these things; but said, ‘People were much 
engaged in attending religious meetings; they had 
private lecturesas often as any transient preacher could 
be obtained; and they had conferences very frequently— 
almost every evening.’ I observed to him, that attend- 
ance on the word preached was highly important, and 
a hopeful indication; but asked him, how it was on the 
Lord’s day; (for I knew they had been shamefully 
negligent of that duty.) ‘Why—no—’ said he, ‘we 
don’t go to meeting on the sabbath.’ What, I inquired, 
do you neglect God’s institutions to observe your 
own? The prophet marks this as a token of the decay 
of religion amongst the Jews. He answered, ‘We do 
not like our parish minister very well.’ I observed 
to him, that if they had a minister, who did not preach 
the Gospel, this was a reason why he should leave the 
pulpit; not why they should leave the meeting-house; 
and they eught to take regalar measures for his re- 
moval, and the introduction of a better man. ‘O, 
said he, ‘I don’t pretend, but that he preaches the 
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were in the habit of wearing clothes, they must have 
some fashion or other, and a fashion, that answered the 
ends of dress, and exceeded not the ability of the 
wearer, f considered as innocent, and not deserving re- 
proof. ‘lo this he agreed; but said, what grieved him 
was to see people set their hearts so much on fashions. 
I conceded that as modes of dress were trifles compared 
with our eternal concerns, to set our hearts upon them 
must be a great sin. But I advised him to consider, 
that to set our hearts against such trifles was the same 
sin, as to set our hearts upon them; aud as his fashion 
was (different from those of his neighbours, just in pro- 
portion as he set his heart against theirs, he set his 
heart upon his own. He was therefore doubly guilty 
of the very sin he imputed to others; and I desired him 
to correct his own fault, which he could not but know, 
and to hope, that his neighbours were less faulty than 
himself, and less faulty than he had uncharitably sup- 
posed them to be. I could not but reflect how easily 
men deceive themselves, beholding the mote in their 
brother’s eye, and considering not the beam in their 
own.” 

Dr. Lathrop’s character must rest finally on his ser- 
mons, which have had a great popularity and wide cir- 
culation, and are written in a direct and forcible style 
of simplicity, calculated to render them extensively 
useful. We think the present volume inferiour to those 
which have preceded it, and not likely to add to his re- 
putation. It contains much good matter, but the ser- 
mons want unity and point, and are many of them 
rather miscellaneous observations than connected dis- 
courses. We can conceive of their having been highly 
interesting in the delivery, but are less calculated, we 

apprehend, than his former sermons to attract, edify, 
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reason; for though in this he may fall into error, yet he 
will escape the sin; he may do violence to truth, but 
never to his own conscience; and an honest error 1s 
better than a hypocritical profession of truth, or a 
violent Juxation of the understanding, since if he re- 
tains honesty and simplicity, he cannot err in a matter 
of faith or absolute necessity. God’s goodness hath se- 
cured all honest and careful persons from that; for 
other things, he must follow the best guides he can, and 
he cannot be obliged to follow better than God hath given 
him.— 

He that follows his guide so far as his reason goes 
along with him, or which is all one, he that follows his 
own reason, not guided only by natural arguments, but 
by divine revelation, and all other good means, hath 
great advantages over him that gives himself wholly to 
follow any human guide whatsoever, because he follows 
all their reasons and his own too; he follows them till 
reason leaves them, or till it seems so to him, which is 
all one to his particular, for by the confession of all 
sides, an erroneous conscience binds him, when a right 
guide does not bind him. But he that gives himself up 
wholly toa guide is oftentimes. I mean if he be a dis- 
cerning person, forced to do violence to his own under- 
standing, and to lose all the benefit of his own dis- 
cretion, that he may reconcile his reason to his 
guide— E 

It is best to follow our guides, if we know nothing 
better; but if we do, it is better to follow the pillar of 
fire, than a pillar of cloud, though both possibly may 
lead to Canaan; but then also it is possible that it may 
be otherwise. But [am sure, if I do my own best; 
then if it be best to follow a guide, and if it be also ne- 
cessary, I shall be sure by God’s grace and my own en- 
i4 














‘doayiery Ydosog *a0zy Oy JO JuoWAOj}UT 9Y3 Je poyoRaid uOMMES , 


sly MO]{OJ 0} 3S9q SI }I ‘ApIng s1y ysuIeSe UOSves S2—8 
ay uaym Jad Smury peaysim Oo} apinS siy seaotjaq ay Sse] 
“un apind sty MO]]O} 0} pUnog si URW AraAd YSNOY]Y 
“AYN §,.1a4sturpy B UO UOWLIIg | 

“HOSVIA JNOYJIM WIY} JO Isn VyvW JO ‘sa.injdis9s 9y} 
puRzSJapUN Sv AAO] PNOUIA Way) UL BYSIPp pue ‘s]]LM 
INO JNOYPIM ‘pox JO SSurq} Oy) asooYD [Jom sv ABW JAK 
pue {syjim Jno sdjay szyz pur ‘uostas sno s}ONI}SUI 7Y/2 
{S]]I4 1n0 0} pox) jo 99815 ay} sv ‘sSuIpuR}siopun NO 
0} St dunjdis93 107 {yy Sta aq UOsvas nok yey) “uaptAs 2q 
uoryjonpep sno yey? *[jaa and.ie nod VY} Bas 0} St ‘a1ay 
quOp oq 0} SI3eY} ITY *e}queTueyoun pue jeusajza Suleq 
‘sojdiourad $31 Sursoddns yjnay yeuoyes Asaaa £.19}]8 
J9ADU UBD ULUL JO UOSVAL BY} yng ‘1a};e Ajasuvsjs UBuT Jo 
yjinf oy) uvas aavy am pue fyiIey yo suontsodoid Aueu 


0 JO oUvINSUL }VIIS ay} St 31 3RYy) ‘UOISIjAaI yo sarainbul 
3 Qj} WIJ DIX UL Sulaq wor Ivy OS SI UOSVal LHOTY 

q 

0 ‘uosnay fo Azisoyyng ay) uo sojhing, Awasar 

e 

{ 

4 ‘O.L1NO ‘suvak om}-£yx18 


jo potiad & Sutinp ‘aomgo sy Jo SddTAIs pazeys 3y) PIUJo} 
eiad pur ‘AajStuim 94} Ul payzjes sem IPP y,..'Aysnp 
“Ul pur ‘sjuaje} ‘Ajatd siy jo yuauNUOW o]qou v ‘suOUT 
-198 ydiosnuvu punsnoy) aay ynoge,, ‘andeidg “apy *AoY 
ay? SsAvs wy pULyaq 7J2] SY 9F7,, “SaIZNpP JeazsiulMT 
Sly jO JUaWzIEdap Sty} UI SINOge] Sty JO 3U9}x9 943 pe 
-p3a0x9 sey auo Aue ji ‘pajyqnop aq Aew 31 pur ‘suowas 
; 81 Jo uolzIsodwos pue Apnys oy} UL JUaTI}Ip puw jnyystey 
@10Ul J2A9 SEM UBW ON °39S0[9 34} UI sseidwI pue 


a xeTlC c rUlC rl rrlC(iC hwSelCitChStlltltCUr SS 


‘uosvagy fo hzr.u0yng esl 


‘so 'd-a'd 













rr 










———— Se ee ee 


er See ee 






— 


— 
Se 






ss 










 —— 


= oe 


aie — 
—— 


Sp ee ne pe ee 
— » 






-————— 






ene 










el 






oo = 





bo scraiabe Tags pm 


ig 3 





















luthority of Reason. 135 


us; we have no way to give our wills to God in matters 
of belief, but by our industry in searching it and exam- 
ining the grounds upon which the propounders build 
their dictates. And the not doing it is oftentimes a 
cause that God gives a man over es vsv a&doxsmov, unto 
a reprobate and undiscerning mind and understanding. 

And this very thing, though men will not understand 
it, is the perpetual practice of all men in the world that 
can give a reasonable account of their faith. For if you 
tell them, Scripture and tradition are their rules to fol- 
low, they will believe you when they know a reason for 
it, and if they take you upon your word, they have a 
reason for that too, either they believe you a learned 


>} man, or a good man, or that you can have no ends upon 
; a 


them. or something that is of an equal height to fit their 
understandings. If you tell them they must believe the 
church, you must tell them why they are bound to it, 
and if you quote Scripture to prove it, you must give 
them leave to judge, whether the words alledged speak 
your sense or no, and therefore to dissent if they say no 
such thing. And although all men are not wise, and 
proceed discreetly, yet all make their choice some way 
or other. He that chooses to please his fancy, takes his 
choice as much, as he that chooses prudently. And no 
inan speaks more unreasonably, than he that denies to 
men the use of their reason in the choice of their reli- 
ion. 

In this question, by Reason I do not mean’ distinct 
topic, but a transcendent that runs through all topics; 
for reason, like logic, is instrument of all things else, 
and when revelation and philosophy and public experi- 
ence, and all other grounds of probability or demonstra- 
tion have supplied us with matter, then reason does but 
make use of them; that is, in plain terms, there being so 
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and yet to know it be not in his power, then who can 
help it? ‘here can be no further care in this business. 
In other things, there being no absolute and prime ne- 
cessity, we are left to our liberty to judge that way, that 
makes best demonstration of our piety and of our love 
to God and truth, not that way that is always the best 
argument of an excellent understanding, for this may 


be a blessing, but the other only is a duty. 
[Liberty of Prophesying. 


Rev. Mr. Ware’s Historical Discourses. 


Tue Rev. Henry Ware, of Boston, has lately pub- 
lished two Historical Discourses, which were preached 
by him on a particular occasion in that place. They 


relate more immediately to the history and concerns of 
the church and society, over which he is settled. But 
they have more than a local importance. Together 
with the body of notes which accompany them, and 
which appear to have been collected with diligent re- 
search, they comprise much valuable information for the 
general historian. He has delineated at some length 
the characters of his two memorable predecessors, In- 
crease Mather, and Cotton Mather; the former conspicu- 
ous for the part he acted in the early history of New 
England, both in a political and a theological capacity, 
and the latter renowned as the learned and eccentric 
author of the Magnalia Christi. Mr. Ware’s example is 
worthy of imitation. If clergymen generally would 
adopt the same plan, we should soon have materials for 
an accurate and complete history ef our country. 
14* 
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be willing, that your own meaning should be affixed. I 
had said, that the censorship you exercised, and the 
judgment you passed against unitarians, were “at vari- 
ance with the letter and spirit of the Gospel of the Sa- 
viour, and even the common principles of charity,” and 
[hold this to be equally true, in whatever sense you 
may choose to receive the word charity. And yet, upon 
the strength of this phrase, and this alone, you talk 
about my dwelling much and pathetically on what I con- 
sider a gross violation of this virtue. But it is enough 
to have mentioned these things, without attempting to 
conjecture by what accidents you were led into them. 
They conducted you to the subject of charity, and to 
this I propose at present to confine my attention. 

I will commence with your definition. “The word 
charity, as used in scripture is equivalent to the word 
love. To exercise charity towards another, in the lan- 
guage of the Bible, is tolove him. I may, therefore, ex- 
ercise the most perfect charity towards one, whose prin- 
ciples I reprobate, and whose conduct. I abhor, and 
ought to abhor.” Before I examine the merits of _ this 
definition, as founded on the language and spirit of 
scripture, allow me to ask one or two questions. You 
make the term charity exactly synonymous with love, 
When you speak of loving a man, what is the specific 
object of your affection? Is not this comprised in such 
of his moral qualities, as come within your notice, and 
gain your approbation? ‘Take a man’s principles and 

» his conduct away, and what is left, which you can either 
Slove or hate? His principles are interwoven with all 
the moral elements of his nature, and his conduct is the 
) only test we can have of the rectitude and purity of his 
motives; or, in other words, the principles and the con- 
luct constitute the whole moral man. Now what kind 
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purpose of making them eternally miserable, or who 
have not yet been released from the bondage of their in- 
herent depravity by a miraculous visitation of divine 
grace. 

But these distinctions, you will say, perhaps, are 
“popular crudities,” the pastimes of erring reason, which 
inay be well enough in common use, but are not sanc- 
tioned by the Scriptures, and “ought to receive no coun- 
tenance from any accurate thinker.” That charity re- 
quires us to think favourably of the opinions of our bre- 
thren, to suppose them sincere and conscientious in the 
search of truth, and to indulge a hope, that they may be 
in a fair way of meeting the divine acceptance, you con- 
sider a vulgar notion, and “assert with confidence,” that 
it makes no part of the true scripture doctrine. This 
was a point of much importance in your apology, or de- 
fence, for if your position can be made out, then it fol- 
lows, that unitarians are beside themselves to imagine 
any want of charity in those, who, in their kind solici- 
tude, call them heretics, utter anathemas against their 
opinions, and in the spirit of christian love console them 
with the comforting declarations, that they are not chris- 
tians at all, and no more in the way of salvation than 
Mohammedans and Jews, that they cling to “dreadful, 
soul destroying errors,” and in their morals are to be 
numbered among the loose and licentious, upon whose 
lives religion has no purifying power. ‘These are all to 
be taken as the genuine fruits of charity, since it is made 
to appear, that they may be accompanied with a due de- 
gree of scriptural love. 

Let us come now to the primary object of inquiry, 
and endeavour to ascertain what the Scriptures teach 
respecting the virtue of charity, and whether it be not 
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his rational creatures, and which they are capable of 
exercising towards him. 


The word always implies 
this sense, when itis used to denote the love of God. 
Secondly, it sometimes means alms-giving, or the 
conferring of benefits. St. Paul praises the Thessa- 
lonians for their labour of love, or their kind offices in 
relieving his wants and ministering to his comfort. He 
says to the Hebrews, “God is not unrighteous to forget 
your work and labour of love, which ye have showed 
toward his name in that ye have ministered to the 
saints, and do minister.” Here the apostle alludes to 
their kindness in contributing to the temporal necessi- 
ties of the persons, who had laboured among them in 
the ministry. In both cases the word has the sense of 
charity, as we use the term to denote alms-giving.* 
Thirdly, a meaning of the word, which is by far the 
most frequent in the New Testament, is that embracing 
the thoughts, feelings, and actions of men in their inter- 
course with one another. This is the charity, which 
the apostle says is greater than faith or hope, and which 
is so beautifully described in the thirteenth chapter of 


* As most of the valuable Manuscripts, and all the ancient Greek 
commentators, omit the word xows, /abour, in the text last quoted, 
Peirce, in accordance with Mill, thinks it was not written in the 
original. But, as he justly observes, the sense will not be altered 
by leaving it out. And he adds, ‘* What the love was they showed, 
the apostle more fully declares, Heb. x. 33, 34. A very delicate 
way he takes here to commend the kindness they had shown him, 
by representing it to have been done out of respect for God himself.”’ 


Peirce in Loc. For a parallel example of the bounty of the,Philip- 
pians, see Phil. iv, 18, 


The word, aya, appears to be used in a similar sense, 1 Thess. 
v.13. ‘Esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake.” 
That is, take care to make proper returns for their labours by your 


deeds of bounty and charity; or, as Schleusner paraphrases it, libe- 
vy. e 2 ° ° . 
ralitati in sustentandts et alendts doctortbus studete. 
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i have only designed to show by a few hints with what 
disregard of all critical precision you spoke, when you 
“asserted with confidence,” that the word charity means 
precisely the same thing as the word love, and with 
what a fallacious and unscriptural principle you started, 
in laying down the rules of conduct, which should be 
followed by christians of different persuasions in regard 
to each ether. Love is a principle, charity a virtue; 
love is an inclination te good, charity is active goodness; 
love is an involuntary emotion, charity a duty; love is 
an original affection, making a part ef our nature, and 
communicated by the Deity himself, charity is a rule 
ef moral action, founded on our condition in the world, 
and limited to our intercourse with men; love is a dis- 
position of the mind, charity an act of the will, bringing 
this disposition to bear on particular objects; love can 
be excited only towards what is good, charity can never 
be extended to positive excellence, but is confined to 
the frailty. faults, wants, and sufferings of men. Do 
you say, after all, that charity is only a modification of 
love? Let this be admitted, and it will prove them not 
to be the same thing. Every virtue is a modification 
of this principle, yet every virtue is not love. All 
the moral attributes of the Deity are but so many mo- 
difications of his love, but will you say that his goodness, 
justice, mercy, wisdom are all synonymous with love, 
and consequently with each other? Piety, reverence, 
thanksgiving, and praise to our Maker, and also bene- 
volence, tenderness, sympathy, generosity, compassion, 
lenity, are all modifications of this general principle; 
and it would be just as correct a use of language to say, 
that each of these virtues is equivalent to love, as it is 
io say the same of charity. 


15 
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than that the notion under which you laboured to screen 
the rough features of your charges, receives as 
little support from the Scriptures, as from the under- 
standing, the prevailing sentiments, and the best feel- 
ings of men. It is, moreover, fraught with many evils. 
If admitted in explaining the Scriptures, it would in- 
troduce utter confusion, and make the plainest things in 
the word of God ambiguous, and ‘unintelligible. If 
carried into practice, it would have a most serious, and 
unhappy influence on the temper, morals, and character 
of christians. It virtually teaches, that all the moral 
qualities and exercises may be resolved into the gen- 
eral principle of love. For if charity means love, so 
does benevolence, and so do generosity, sympathy, ten- 
derness, mercy; and the numerous duties, which these 
rules of virtue, and in fact, all rules of virtue, require, 
may be dispensed with, if you can satisfy yourself, that 
you have abundance of love. It is true, this happy 
simplicity in the great science of morals would relieve 
you from the grievance of thinking favourably of opin- 
ions, which do not in all respects accord with your own. 
It would leave no tax on your humility, your good na- 
ture, your love of truth, or desire for the progress of 
christian knowledge. ‘There would be no occasion for 
these virtues, in dealing with our brethren, while 
the only thing requisite were a due caution not to 
resist the mechanical impulse of love. Unfortunately 
for this scheme, no such simplicity exists, either in 


as it is used in the New Testament. Among others are life, breath, 
air, wind; the soul, the mind; a divine influence, the invisible and 
extraordinary gifts of the Deity. It would be as proper to say, that 
either of these is equivalent to the principal one, and that the word 
may always be understood in any one of these significations, a3 it is 
in your example of love and charity. 
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It may be added, that to withhold charity from such 
errors, is to inflict an injury, and be guilty of an of- 
fence. What more can you do to injure a person, whose 
faith you do not approve, than to charge people to be- 
ware of his discourse and his society, to take care how 
they read his books, charging him with heresy, declar- 
ing his morals to be infected by his principles, and pro- 
nouncing him unworthy of the christian name? In 
such a case, you evidently make opinion a crime, and 
may thus fix a reproach in the fairest character, and 
scatter the seeds of malevolence in the religious aftec- 
tions of the unwary and the uninformed. Such insinu- 
ations and charges are worse than open slander, and 
public defamation, because they go abroad under the 
protecting garb of religion, and plead a zeal for God, 
even amidst their greatest enormities. They are 
fraught with mischief in every quarter. They testify 
the ill temper of the person by whom they are dis- 
persed; they wantonly impugn the character of the vir- 
tuous and sincere; they deceive and corrupt the 
minds of the unsuspecting, and encourage the illiberal 
in their bitterness and unchristian revilings. 

That the advocates for the kind of christian charity, 
which shows itself in effects like these, have always 
considered opinion a crime, has been thoroughly proved 
by the conduct of churches. Why else have they so 
often brought down the terrors of excommunication up- 
on some of their members, whose lives were irreproach- 
able, but whose spirit of inquiry, and honest avowal of 
their sentiments, have excited the suspicion, that they 
were penetrating too deeply into the dark subtleties, 
and secret corners of some of the received dogmas? 
Why the anathemas, which different churches have 
heaped with exhaustless bounty on others? In the 

15* 
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equal hardship, if you were denied the liberty of re- 
torting upon episcopalians thus charitably inclined, and 
of clearing yourself from the imputation of schism, and 
maintaining that their church is no true church, but a 
defective branch of a corrupt stock, “setting up for it- 
self teachers to its own fancies,” and sadly deforming 
the primitive faith and discipline. This you would no 
doubt call moderation and charity, and you would only 
be following the example of Dr. Brett, and every other 
impugner of a faith, which differs from his own. 

Trace this species of charity through its windings. 
To what does it come at last? It terminates in dis- 
affections, divisions, wrang!ings, and all the desolating 
effects of the unholy passions. Let the application be 
more particular. No two men think alike. Opinions 
are as various as the objects of thought. ‘The whole 
christian world is made up of persons, whose. opinions 
are tinged with every shade, from the brilliant light of 
truth to the blackest darkness of error. What indi- 
vidual of the whole number can have the good fortune 
to be favoured with your charity? In accordance with 
your notion, the exercise of this virtue must be res» 
tricted to him alone, whose epinions are like your own. 
But where shall this person be found? Ata certain 
point your charity will begin, but where is this point? 
In how many things must there be an agreement, and 
what are these things? ‘Till this be fairly established, 
the conclusion of the whole matter is, you can have no 
charity for any man but yourself. This scheme implies 
an unavailing attempt to force nature. When you can 
make all the trees of the forest shoot forth leaves of 
the same texture, shape, and colour; when every blose 
som and every spire of grass shall exactly resemble 
every other; when every man’s features, form, and di- 
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of the sufferers ascended to heaven, mingled with im- 
precations of vengeance on their relentless persecutors. 

All this was done, let it be remembered, without sa- 
crificing a particle of that love, which you describe as 
the essence of charity, Nay, so far from it, that a love 
for the souls of men was frequently made the primary 
cause of the vilest persecutions. ‘This was love with- 
out charity, and these were its genuine fruits. The 
topic of persecution is too trite to need enlargement. 
It isenough for you to cast upon it a single glance, and 
then recollect, that the principle which you would esta- 
blish, and under which you would shelter your charges 
of heresy and immorality against unitarians, is the 
same, which has ministered to the rage of fanaticism, 
the cupidity of avarice, the lust of unprincipled ambi- 
tion, and the tortures of cruelty. 

These hints are not introduced with the supposition, 
that such abuses are any longer to be apprehended, but 
only to show what have actually been the consequences 
where your principle has operated to its fullest extent. 
Opinions, and not actions, have invariably been the food 
of the consuming fire of persecution. A proper charity 
for such opinions, would have extinguished the devour- 
ing flame, spared the lives of the innocent, and raised 
the white banner of peace, instead of the bloody flag of 
death and desolation. ‘The principle will for ever re- 
main the same, and be equally opposed to the pure 
spirit of christianity. It may stop short of actual 
persecution, not for the want of a latent disposition, but 
of power, and the approbation of public sentiment. 

The days of persecution it is to be hoped, and per- 
haps believed, have run their course. ‘They have set- 
tled into the abyss of time, and will never again be 
drawn out to darken and disgrace the history of ha. 
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Jesus neither condemned, censured, nor judged any 
man for his errors. 

The severe denunciations, which he uttered against 
the Pharisees, were directed in no case against their 
opinions, but their hypocrisy, and wicked conduct. 
The heresies of the Saducees, and the miserable super- 
stitions of the Pharisees, drew from him no expressions 
of reproach, nor kindled a spirit of exclusion. He 
worshipped in their synagogues, and associated freely 
and cordially with all good men. He never even re- 
buked his disciples for their errors of opinion, although 
some of them were of no favourable tendency. If he 
told them of the weakness of their faith, as he occa- 
sionally did, it was with a gentleness consistent with 
his knowledge of their sincerity, and a proper sense of 
their imperfection. He did not try their feelings, nor 
abuse their integrity to themselves and their God, by 
dogmatical assertions, harsh epithets, and opprobrious 
names. He did not seek to alienate from them the af- 
fections of their brethren, nor to excite the suspicions 
of the indifferent, by proclaiming in the ears of the 
world their “dreadful, soul destroying errors;” or by 
calling them enemies of the gospel, who denied their 
Lord, and whom it was sinful to bid God speeds or by 
charging them with embracing a system, which was 
“mest acceptable to the worldly minded and licentious,” 
and by which they were “not in the smallest degree 
sanctified.” No language of this choice texture can be 
found in the discourses of our divine Master. We are 
indebted for it to the amiable spirit of his followers in 
later times.* 


* A large portion of the sermon on the Mount isa comment on 
that kind of charity, whieh you eall a “‘popular crudity:” Jeremy Tay- 
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On looking back to the view, which has been taken, 


2 
it will be perceived, that so far from charity having no- 
nt thing to do with opinions, it is really and properly con- 
on fined to these alone. We ought not to be charitable to 
ly wicked deeds, and good ones do not need in their be- 
ile half the exercise of this virtue. Opinions are involun- 
he tary. It would be a crime for a man to pretend to 
he believe contrary to his actual conviction; and whoever 
m- requires a particular faith, before he will let his charity 
ni- appear, is in some degree accessory to such a crime. 
‘ice It remains only to notice two or three texts of scrip- 
elf ture, which you have quoted to fortify your sentiments 
isi- and in justification of your charges. ‘The first is that, 
ce, which contains the denunciation of our Saviour against 
ach the Scribes and Pharisees. “Ye serpents, ye genera- 
ith, tion of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of 
rity hell?’* In pronouncing this sentence, if the common 
; to notion of charity be correct, you observe, “our blessed 
Saviour most grievously offended against this duty.” 
par- Had you paid any regard to the whole chapter preced- 
ilue ing, you could never have fallen into so great a mis- 
med take, as to quote this passage in your vindication. It 
peat has not the remotest bearing on the opinions of the 
‘tere Scribes and Pharisees, but is pointedly aimed at their 
pre- conduct. It was uttered immediately after enume- 
man rating their vices, and charging them with hypocrisy, 
pun- with making long prayers for a pretence, deceiving the 
but unwary, neglecting judgment, mercy, and faith, and 
ome being guilty of extortion, excess, iniquity. In this con- 
nexion, the text is in no respect to your purpose, and 
might be spoken by any person against others, whose 
aught conduct resembled that of the Pharisees, without en- 
VING, 


* Tiatthew xxiii, 23. 
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You have at least the encouragement of not being 
solitary in your application of this passage. It is often 
in the mouths of the orthodox of the present day. They 
have acquired a habit, or set up a fashion of calling 
every thing heresy, which deviates from the train of 
thought into which their minds have chanced to run, and 
to such persons as cannot force themselves into this 
track, however sincere and honest, however virtuous and 
heavenly minded, they seem to regard it the highest test 
of their piety, and zeal for the cause of God, to deny the 
christian civilities; and they make all smooth and quiet 
with their consciences by shielding themselves under 
the example of St.John, who cautioned the christians of 
his time, or rather the “elect lady, and her children,” to 
whom he wrote his second epistle, not to associate with 
deceivers, transgressors, and evil doers. Such is the 
power of orthodoxy to blind the eyes, cloud the under- 
standing, narrow the mind, shut up the heart, and freeze 
the affections. Else why is this passage, and others like 
it, so often perverted to give countenance to the un- 
christian spirit, and unholy practices, which some, 
who profess to take their religion from the Bible, ex- 
hibit towards others, who are in no degree behind them 
in their earnest inquiries after truth, their humble and 
zealous efforts to obtain holiness of life, their confidence 
in the doctrines and promises of Christ, and their sert- 
ous concern for their eternal welfarer 

Your last quotation is from St. Paul’s epistle to the 
Galatians. “If any man preach any other Gospel unto 


wicked men, who wished to be thought religious, but who rejected 
the authority of Christ and the apostles. No such, he continues, 
are found among christians of the present day, for they all revere the 
uuthority of the apostles, however they may depart from their doce 
trines, Signantur mali homines, qui pii videri volebant, ete. Vid, 
Cleri, Adnotat. in Lec. 
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the position you assumed in resorting to this argument 
of defence. Is it possible, that you suppose yourself to 
have the same authority to judge and condemn the 
faith of others, as the Saviour and his Apostles? ‘This 
must be taken for granted, otherwise you could not 
imagine that your appeal to their example would have 
any validity. ‘This error runs through all your remarks. 
Positions are laid down as if they were dictated by 
some higher power. If you knew the hearts of men, 
like the Saviour, or were made acquainted with all 
divine truth, like the apostle Paul, such a thing would 
appear less strange. No knowledge short of this could 
qualify any one to follow their example in the instances, 
which you propose; and even then you would not have 
their example for judging the errors of men as crimes. 

Unitarians consider charity an essential part of re- 
ligione ‘They delight to think well of all men, who 
give the scripture test of a holy and blameless life. Ar- 
ticles of belief may exhibit themselves in an infinite 
variety of forms. They may deceive and mistead. 
Treachery may be concealed under fair pretences, false- 
hood may be entwined with the most solemn protes- 
tations, and deeds of the blackest die may lurk in the 
folds of a capacious faith. Holiness is single, always 
the same, and always to be seen. Unitarians make 
this the criterion of a truly religious character. They 
are told, that ‘‘without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord,” but they are not told, that they must suffer 
this penalty, unless they believe in a particular dogma, 
which they cannot understand, but which the fond par- 
tiality of some devotee may desire to impose on them. 

While they pray to have their minds enlightened, 
and humbly submit to the guiding counsels of the Al- 
mighty, they feel secure in his kind protection, and do 
16* 
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human understanding must prostrate itself with servile 
humiliation, and indulge not a hope of penetrating far- 
ther. It has not, like the systems of ancient philoso- 
phy, one doctrine for those who are without, and ano- 
ther for those who are initiated. Abating for the 
figurative language of the times, the simplicity and rea- 
sonableness of the teaching of Jesus appear to mea 
most splendid characteristic. “Whatever renders re- 
ligion more rational, renders it more credible;” and the 
understanding has revolted, and infidelity has been 
greatly produced and nourished by representations, 
which have made the gospel a most artificial, mysteri- 
ous, and complicated scheme. ‘That God has sent Je- 
sus Christ into the world, with a special and authorita- 
tive commission, to disclose to men his paternal char- 
acter and provilence, to explain the principles of his 
moral government, to teach them their duty, to give a 
direct proof of a future life, and explicit assurance of 
a future moral retribution, these constitute the promi- 
nent features of the gospel; and these are principles, 
which are perfectly simple and intelligible; which, 
when understood and considered, commend themselves 
immediately to the reason and consciences of retlect- 
ing men. {Colman’s Ordination Sermon. 


Christ before all Things. 


Ir is said of Christ in Colos. i. 17, “He is before all 
things.” This text has been quoted as a proof of his 
being God. Such a conclusion is contradicted by what 
is said two verses preceding, where he is called the 
“image of the invisible God, the first born of every crea- 
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— Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and nim ONLY. 
He and his apostles practically exemplified this pre- 
cept; which, as a fundamental article of faith, they 
publicly taught from city to city. In almost every 
page of the christian Scriptures, we find it distinctively 
inscribed. Paul, in an epistle to ‘Timothy, whom he had 
ordained a gospel minister, thus epitomises its doc- 
trines. There is but one God, and one mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus. Under this 
summary, he professed to include the whole counsel 
of God, and therefore, urged the giving thanks always 
for all things to God, even the Father, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. May it not be pertinently 
asked, if such was pure and undefiled religion then, 
why is it not sonow? Has it undergone a subsequent 
modification? By what paradox do they, who are wise 
above that which is written, pretend, that in offering the 
sacrifice of praise to God, in the name of Jesus, our advo~ 
cate with him, we at the same time worship Jesus as the 
God, with whom, by his intermediate agency, he ever 
liveth to make intercession? If phraseology so express 
can by any inference convey a meaning it literally dis- 
claims, what legimate conclusion could be ever deduced 
from human language? 

They, who, by conforming to the creeds and ceremo- 
nials of some predominant sect, claim for themselves 
the name of Orthodox Believers, are but too prone to 
decry as heretics and schismatics, all who do not ac- 
cord with them in their favourite offices. But by what- 
ever style, or title, such professors may designate other 
christians, we avow ourselves unitarians; and as the 
only proper object of religious homage, laud, and in- 
voke that eternal, immutable, and stupendous Majesty, 
whom no eye hath seen, nor can see. We believe the 
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call a meeting of the board, whenever he or they may deem it expe- 


dient; and at such meetings, three members shall be sufficient to 
constitute a quorum, 


Arr. VIIL. Proper measures shall be adopted by the managers to 
establish such a correspondence as shall tend to promote the designs 
of the Society. 

Art. 1X. All books presented or bequeathed to the Society, and 
likewise all books purchase«!, or printed, by order of the managers, 
and which shall not be called for by the subscribers within three 
months, shall be at the disposal of the Managers. 


Art. X. The foregoing rules shall not be altered, nor any new 
rules adopted, otherwise than by a majority of two thirds of the 
members present at a meeting convoked for this specific purpose. 


Theological Seminaries. 


Ir has been voted by the Episcopal Convention re- 
cently assembled at Philadelphia, that the Seminary 
shall be removed from New Haven, and united with a 
similar establishment in New York. This arrangement 
was made in consequence of a large donation to the Se- 
minary on condition of its being situated in New York. 
Itis not to be in the city, but in some part of the state. 

A Theological Seminary has lately been established 
at Auburn, N. Y. under the direction of three Profes- 
sors, namely, Rev. Matthew R. Perrin, D. D. Professor 
of Ecclesiastical History and Church Government; 
Rev. Henry Mills, Professor of Biblical Criticism and 
Oriental Literature; Rev. Dyric C. Lansing, Professor 
of Sacred Rhetoric. Accommodations are furnished to 
commence with twenty or thirty young men. 

The German Lutheran Church has funds accumula- 
ting for the establishment of a Theological Institution. 
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Knowledge of the Scriptures. 


Is the number of the Miscellany for September 
were offered a few remarks upon a translation of 
the Bible. No one can doubt, that a better trans- 
lation of the sacred writings might be given, than the 
one in common use. Buta new version is only a small 
part of what is wanted. The christian community 
ought to have more definite and rational notions about 
the Scriptures themselves. With the views, which at 
present prevail, the most perfect translation would be 
exposed to great abuses; for it would be impossible to 
make one, which should at once convey to readers of 
the present day the same ideas, that were received by 
the persons; to whom these writings were first addressed. 

There is prevalent a confused notion-of something 
supernatural in the composition of the sacred Scriptures, 
which forbids us to examine them as we do other writ- 
ings. An air of mystery and awfulness is thrown 
around them. Many persons open the Bible with feel- 
ings, such as we may conceive to have gone along with 
a-Jew into the temple of Solomon. Believing that this 
volume is the word of God, that the sacred penmen wrote 
as they were commanded by the Holy Spirit, that they de- 
17 
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thousand, and the latest nearly two thousand years ago, 
in languages no longer spoken, in countries far distant 
from our ewn, among a people whose manners and 
customs were very different from any with which we are 
conversant. Much learning and much critical acumen 
are requisite to understand these writings thoroughly. 
That the authors were miraculously assisted is neo 
eround of objection to the science of biblical criticism; 
for it is irrational, it is even impious to suppose, that 
God would interpose a miracle to throw obscurity into 
writings designed for the instruction of mankind. 

It is a truth very offensive to many, that the correct 
interpretation of scripture is attended with great diffi- 
culties. Since the Bible was written for the instruction 
of mankind, they are unwilling to believe that extensive 
acquisitions, patient research, and an application of 
principles deduced from a deep inquiry into the nature 
of language, are necessary to discover the true meaning 
of many parts. They are more ready to believe, that 
much is concealed by the veil intentionally drawn 
around the unsearchable things of God. This volume, 
say they, was given for our instruction and edification, 
to teach us what the Lord requires of us. It is the 
law of God, and how can we obey it, if so much learn- 
ing be’ indispensable to understand it? To such I 
would say, the laws of the land are promulgated as 
binding upon every one, yet how very small a portion 
of the community have leisure or ability te acquaint 
themselves with the whole code; and how much learn- 
ing has been expended by the wise, in explaining the 
principles upon which it was formed, resolving the 
difficulties and showing the meaning and application 
ofits parts? No one, however, incurs the penalties of 
‘he law from ignorance of his duty, nor complains that 
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certain precisely the meaning of many parts of scrip- 
ture, particularly those which have been the subjects of 
controversy, there would be tewer disputers and more 
would consent to be learners. Men would be less 
pertinacious in defence of their own views, and more 
charitable towards those, who differ from them in opinion. 
On almost every page of the sacred volume we, of the 
present day, may meet obscure figures and allusions 
which would have been readily understood by a con- 
temporary reader; references to historical facts, or to 
traditions which are now lost, or te local incidents 
which never were recorded; allusions to customs of 
which we can have but a very imperfect idea, and 
references to scenes, places and countries which are 
known to very few, who now read the Jewish and 
Christian Scriptures. “The Bible is no one sum- 
mary of doctrine regularly digested, in which a man 
could not mistake his way; it is a most venerable but 
most multifarious collection of the records of the divine 
economy, a collection of an infinite variety, of cosmo- 
gony, theology, history, prophecy, psalmody, morality, 

apologue, allegory, legislation, ethics, carried through 

different books, by different authors, at different ages, 

for different ends and purposes. It is necessary to 

sort out what was intended for example, what only as 

narrative, what to be understood figuratively, what 

literally, where one precept is to be controlled and 

modified by another, what is used directly, and what 

only as av argument ad hominem, what is temporary 

and what of perpetual obligation, what appropriated 

to one state and set of men, and what the general duty 

of all men in all ages.’ To understand what we call 

obscure parts of the Scriptures, much knowledge on 

these topics is necessary. 


7 %& 
‘ 











-68 0} SI 4I WNOBIp Moy UAMOUY AT[VsIUAs DIAM 41 JT 
‘ape alam sainjdiiog ay} aduls sase pouloy 
ud9q SAY YoIyA ‘auLIzIOp jo suiajsXs Jo z1oddns 943 07 
way} o3v1udosdde ‘uorxouu0s sadoad aay) wo. saSessed 
payorjap Sunsom pu Y1aje ayy uo saaipnfoid nayy 
ye yim pi uedo ayy, ,asvayd say) sv saayasmay} Wae 
PUL OD S}JULPVQUOD [VIITO/OIY} YOY A 0},, ‘JO}LIM YU 
v ses ,,{uoissaidxa oy} asn Aevum 7] jl ‘jVuasie UOWWIOD B,, 
AWNIOA paiovs dy} optu: savy Aayy PUL ‘pazsIjua usaq 
9A UdUE JO SUOIssed 9} asay} Jo aoUajJap Uy *sIqlg 
ay} Ul WOWWOD OS aSeNnSuLy aAIsnijEY pue asaneindy a} 
wo1j paonpap aie ay} fspuom pue sasussed jnjyquop 
aoy B Ajaanyvaedwos uodn 4so1 ‘paptaip aie suey 
-SlIYD YOIYM O7UL ‘S}d9S Jy} JO SaUIIyIOp Surysinsuysip 
ay} ynq £4s19A01}U09 jo JOaflqns oy} wpvul jou sue puR 
g.injdiaos jo vovy Aud 9y} uodN dav Aayy, *Aptnoidsaad 
JSOUIZN JY} YIM 7YSNv} paopUl 9.1e UOLsija.a ano Jo syjN7} 
jeanjoevid yewaiS ayy JY ,.ssoeusnoazySiu ut uoyona}s 
“Ul JO} £0101}99I109 10} ‘oordar J0j ‘aULIQDOp IO} 9jqQRzTF 
-o.1d,, si zeym ulej}u0D Ady} 10 APQUaSIIp samnjdiisg ay} 

youkas 0} YSN URSLIYD B aq 0} Suissajord auo L9Aq 
*90UR}dI00" DUIAIP 3} PUB 4YoNpUOD JYSIA OF |e 
-U9Ssa SI YIYM Jo eSpaymouy v |e aie pur ‘ssauureyd 
yoozsod YIM JYSNe} 918 ‘ssauOY pure fanqata ‘eouvzUada. 
jO ayy B Jo Ajissadou ay} pue ysiayg snsar Aq UMOUYy 
9PBUL UONNGLI}9I SNOIzYSI JO #-<jS INjNy B Jo auyjoop 
oy} ‘AzITIQezUNOIIe sno ‘WY UOdK sdUspuadep aINNa NO 
‘Aplaq ay} JO aazpOVILYS BY T, “suOTPOR sIy Jo apinS ayy 
aye Avu uew Alaaa yoy ‘ured st jey, yUDLOWNS st 
Q19Y} 619}}V] BY} Ul OS ‘IVWIO} 34} UL SB yng fAJOSaI 0} 
ajqe oq aoaou sdeyied yjim uo YyotyAr ‘satgpNoMIp yz 
PaSSVAIVGUIA JIL “UBUIIO} Jy) Vyt] 6.199}, BY, ‘avjLwis 
yoodsai si} UL JIB SME] OUIAIP puR LALO ayy, "ystanl 
]NJ[IAS BV YOU SI By oSnudaq ‘UeZIUID poos v aq JoUULD oY 


‘saungdrwag ay, fo aspajnouy aa 











i nh 
ar, 
"e- 
ly, 
to 
the 
OC= 
the 
tes 
ors 


, the 
ylor, 
, and 
t be 
» de- 
and 
pro- 
vhich 
have 
‘a us 
vould 


ibtle, | 


these 
x can 


rtin’s 





Sentiments of Locke. 175 


But let not the unlearned christian be alarmed, lest 
his salvation is to depend upon possessing, what few 
have opportunity to acquire. He is bound only to im- 
prove his opportunities; he is not answerable for talents 
with which he has never been intrusted. Almost every 
thing Jesus Christ said is within the comprehension of 
the most ordinary capacity; and one of the best reasons 
which can be given for the faith we profess, is, that we 
conceive it to be plainly taught by our Saviour. Let 
every one search the Scriptures diligently, assured that 
he is accountable only for the fidelity of his search, and 
not for the correctness of the result. As Jeremy Taylor 
has observed, it is not required of us, that we never be 
in error, but that we do our best to avoid it. We need 
tremble only at the denunciations of heaven, and they 
were never uttered against error of faith, but error of 
practice. M. 
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Theological Repertory on the Sentiments of Locke. 


In a late number of the Theological Repertory, an 
Episcopalian work published at Washington, an article 
has appeared, entitled, 4 Vindication of Mr. Locke’s 
Views respecting the Trinity. It is introduced by the 
following preamble. 


‘The authority of great names in religion, however destitute of in- 
trinsic weight, is often employed with deadly effect in the cause of 
error; and is susceptible of a very useful application on the side of 
truth. Its legitimate use is doubtless to excite to a due inquiry, and 
uot to confirm the truth of disputed doctrines. When the suffrage of 
distinguished charaeters, borne during their lives, in favour of chris- 
lianity, or any of its fundamental tenets, is not only denied, but claim- 
ed in support of heresy; it is the dictate of justice to their memory, 
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what spirit worthy christians can find it in their hearts 
to write, when their zeal gains the ascendency over 
their judgment, and sectarian prepossessions are suffer- 
ed to usurp the place of christian liberality, and to shut 
the heart against the divine precept of rendering to 
others what they should desire to receive from them. 


For we suppose the editors would not consider it a high 


mark of civility, or of a christian temper, to be charged 
with employing great names “with deadly effect in the 
cause of error,” or “claiming them in the support of 
heresy;” and however their charity might induce them 
to seek for palliations of such charges, it is presumed 
they would not be able to detect in them much humility, 
brotherly love, or depth of piety. 

What we have to add is designed to acquaint our rea 
ders with the means, to which some persons can prevail 
on themselves to resort, in establishing a favourite 
position. It is the object of the article before us to 
prove, by quotations from the works of Locke, that he 
was a trinitarian. As this was a novel undertaking, 
which no one, we believe, has ever before attempted, it 
would be natural to expect the most scrupulous exact- 
ness in quoting the words of the author, By one or two 
examples, let us see with what fidelity this attempt has 
been prosecuted. 

Locke wrote his Reasonableness of Christianity to 
prove, that one article of faith sincerely received was 
sufficient to confer on any person the title of christian, 
namely, that Jesus was the Messiah. ‘This, he contend- 
ed, was the only fundamental article. For thus simpli- 
fying the christian faith, he was charged with divesting 
it of many articles, which are absolutely essential; yet the 


writer, who brought against him this charge, acknowledg | 


ed that Philip, when he baptized the man of Ethiopia, 
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‘hen come the apostles and evangelists after his death, and expresse 
ly teach that Jesus was the Messiah; that the words Son ofGoa kets ‘ 
Messiah. Whatthen do the Seriptures show clearly, beyond all rk 

tradiction, that the words, Son of God, meant, when anal by our os 
viour, and as understood by the Jews? In the 5th shia it tia 
our blessed Lord, in speaking to the Jews, claims God to be his Fa. 
ther. See 17th verse. The Evangelist adds, in verse 18th, ‘that PF 
Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had wilh re 
Sabbath, (as they pretended to think,) but said also that God me ~: 
Father, making himself equal with God.’ Jesus, instead of co iin 
this interpretation of his words, tells these vey Jews, that atte, 
should honour the Son even (or in like manner, ) as the hono en 
Father.’ In the 9th chapter of the same Gospel, from ets peas é 
to the 38th, a Jew whom Jesus had healed, instantly puts the aad 


construction on his declaration, that | 
; 1e was the Son of God 
shipped him. ’’* v serie 7 


Compare with this the parallel pas : 
ted from Locke. passage faithfully quo- 


“First, John the Baptist tells them, ‘The kingdom of God? (a nan 
by which the Jews called the kingdom of the Messiah) ' ‘is . an 
Then our Saviour comes, and he tells them of ‘the kingdom of God,’ 
sometimes that it is at hand, and upon some occasions Be itz ‘ 
but he says, in his public preaching, little or nothing of himself. Then 
come the apostles and evangelists, after his death, and they, in ‘a 

: ° 


press words, teach what his birth, life and doctrine had done befi 
and had prepared the well disposed to receive, namely, that bias i 
; is 


the Messiah.’ 

Here it will be observed, that the words in italics are 
left out of the pretended quotation. The remainder 
which is presented as a continuation of the precedin 
part, is not to be found in the whole of Locke’s aeanan 
ableness of Christianity, and must have been fabricated 
to suit the vindicator’s purpose. We trust no remarks 


* Reasonableness of Christiani 
ood of Christianity, p. 546, 2s quoted by the vindi- 


+ Locke’s Works, vol. vii. Leasonadleness ef Christianity, p. 82 
s : y or 
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rule of faith and practice,’ unless we desire to receive 
the Scriptures in their truth and purityF The rule, which 
they afford, we believe to.be the way of eternal life, the 
means of holiness, and the guide to heaven. On what 
principles of human nature can these gentlemen prove, 
even to their own satisfaction, that any rational man 
would obstinately engage in a work, which he knew must 
terminate in deceiving himself, in filling his mind with 
delusions, debasing his highest faculties, incurring the 
just displeasure of a holy God, and patting to a most 
fearful hazard the salvation of his soul? ‘The notion is 
as preposterous, as the charges springing out of it are 
unjustifiable and illiberal.* 

We beg permission also to ask these gentlemen fur- 
ther, by what authority they have engaged in the service 
of uttering censures against unitarians? -Are they en- 
couraged by the command of the Saviour, “Judge not, 
that ye be not judged;” or do they act in; conformity 
with the words of the apostle, “Who art thou, that 
judygest another man’s servant? ‘To his own master he 
standeth or fallethr” If these are the rules by which 
they are guided, why may we not exercise the same 
christian privilege, and retort their charges upon them- 


* The passage above quoted, reminds us of one written ina similar 
spirit by the famous Jones, of Nayland, whose book on the trinity is so 
popular among the illiterate and uninformed, who are unable to de- 
tect his sophistry and false eriticism, and among some of the more 
learned, who are contented with bis results, without caring to trouble 
themselves about his logie. In speaking of the change, which took 
place in the opinions of the celebrated Dr. Samuel Clarke, he adds 
the charitable clause,—*‘ And to put the best face he could on his un- 
belief, he spent much of the remainder of his life in writing ambigu- 
ous comments, and finding various readings, that is, m picking holes 
in the Bible.” Jones’s Catholic Dootrine of the Trinity, New York, 
1813, p. 169. | 
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be sufficient. Why not bring this declaration? The 
truth is, unitarians receive most cordially every sentence, 
which the writer has accurately quoted, respecting the 
trinity, from the works of Locke. If in this article, 
Locke is proved to be a trinitarian, all unitarians are 
proved to be such. 

In closing this notice, we hope we shall be pardoned 
for obtruding a word of advice on the attention of the 
editors, which is, that, before they come forward again 
in “vindication” of Locke, they wil! have the pa- 
tience to read his first Letter on Toleration; and that 
before they attempt again to prove him a trinitarian, 
they will do themselves the justice to look into his Para- 
phrase and Notes on the Epistles of- Paul. 


Covenant of Redemption. 


Few things are more remarkable in the high orthodox 
scheme, than the notion of the covenants, and especially 
the compact, which is represented to have been made bes 
tween the Father and the Son. ‘The advocates for this 
compact suppose the Deity to have resolved, long before 
the worlds were made, to create men in sucha way, that 
they must become rebels against his moral government, 
and subject themselves to the consuming flames of his 
anger. God is represented to have foreseen from all 
eternity the wicked apostacy of man, and at the same 
tine to have determined to create him, and leave him to 
perish in his iniquities, had not the Son, who is consi- 
dered a being equal in all respects with the Father, 
voluntarily offered to suffer in his behalf, and thus to res- 


cue an elect and specified number from the ruin, which | 


the Father had decreed they should all deserve. This 
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Father hath appointed unto me.” By which it is meant, 
says Witsius, that “by virtue of some covenant he ob- 
tains a kingdom, and we also obtain it by virtue of the 
same.” Neither the force nor propriety of this conclu- 


sion is obvious. In his other quotations he is not more 
successful. 


Secondly, this covenant scheme represents God as a 
being, filled with anger and enmity against his creatures, 
whom he has formed according to his own will, and so 
formed, that they must necessarily incur his displeasure, 
and render themselves worthy of his highest indignation, 
It makes him a cruel being, and cruel without motive. 
Now we are not taught in the scriptures to form such 
conceptions of our heavenly Father. We are taught to 
believe, that the foundation of his throne is justice and 
mercy, that it is not his will that any should perish, but 


that all should come to a knowledge of him and be 
saved. 


Thirdly, this scheme takes away the sinner’s hope 
of pardon on condition of repentance and obedience. 


therefore,” &c. See further extracts in the Christian Disciple, New 
Series, No. 11. 

Herman Witsius has written a book on the covenants, which 
contains two long chapters on the Compact between God the Fa- 
ther and the Son. The commencement of this compact he tells us 
‘is to be sought in the eternal counsel of the adorable Trinity, in 
which the Son of God was constituted by the Father, with the appro- 
bation of the Holy Spirit, the Saviour of mankind, on this condition, 
that in the fullness of time, he should be made of a woman, and made 
under the law; which the Son undertook to perform.” See Econo- 
my of the Covenants, p. 242. 

How Flavel and Witsius became so well acquainted with these 
particulars, as they have not told us, it would be equally useless and 
profane to inquire. It is the duty of every one, however, to take 
sare hcw he sacrifices the imposing sense of scripture to imaginations 
80 vivid and erratic. 
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than remove the difficulty in the present case. There 
can be no covenant, where there ts but one being. And, 
moreover, it must be inferred from this plan, that God 
himself came down upon the earth, and suffered for the 
sins of his creatures. But there is a degree of irrever- 
ence, we may say indeed profaneness, in this supposition, 
which must shock and distress every pious mind. 

To remove the evils and wickedness of so strange a 
consequence, it is said, that the Son himself consisted of 
two beings, one of which was God, and the other man, 
and that it was the man only who suffered. It is, ne- 
vertheless, affirmed, that the cause of his suffering was 
an infinite evil, and this is one reason given why it 
was necessary for Christ to be the supreme God. Here, 
then, are several contending difficulties. As man, 
Christ could not suffer for an infinite evil; as God, he 
could not suffer at all. If the covenant was made with 
him in his human nature, tt was one with which he could 
not comply; if in his divine nature, it was made by one 
party only, and could in no sense be a covenant.* 

In short, this subject runs into so many inconsisten- 
cies, that it is hot possible to reason about it. We are 
first told of two beings infinitely and equally perfect, 
who made a covenant together for the salvation of 
men. It would then seem, that these two beings are 
one and the same being, and of course that this being 
makes a covenant with himself. He must suffer ac 
cording to the conditions of the covenant; but God can- 
not suffer. It follows, that the being, who suffers, must 
be both God and man; and that he suffers, not as God, 
butas man. That is, the being who suffers, is not the 
ene who made the covenant, for this was God himself; 


* For some excellent remarks on this subject,see Emlyn’s Answer 
to Leslie, en the Satisfaction of Jesus Christ, Sec. 5 
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Poleration in New York. 


Own a trial for blasphemy before the Recorder in the 
city of New York, we find that the learned judge, 
“in his charge to the jury, instructed them, that 
although by the constitution every man in the coun- 
try had a right to entertain any religious opinion, 
and all sects had free toleration in their respective 
modes of worship; though the Unitarian, Jew, Maho- 
metan, and Pagan, remained here free from _perse- 
cution, yet it was contrary to the principles of the 
common law for any man to revile the religion ge- 
nerally prevailing here, or its author; or to impeach 
or call in question the attributes of the Deity— 
“While, on the one hand,” the learned judge continues, 


“we say to Unitarians, Jews, Mahometans, and Pagans, . 


Enjoy your own religious notions free from restraint, 
so on the other, we say, and such is the language 


of the law,. Revile not the religion which we profess, . 


or its author.’ Asa reason for this language of the 
law, he goes on to say, that “it is from religion that 
oaths in court derive their efficacy; and to undermine 
the religious opinions of men would deprive us of the 
security we place upon oaths in judicial proceedings 
and others, and would finally operate to the subver- 
sion of civil society.’”* 

The words witnessed against the defendant «were 
sufficiently blasphemous, but the learned judge said, 
considering the testimony adduced on his behalf—*“the 
testimony of his good character, and his peculiar 
religious opinion, it was hardly possible, that he could 
have uttered the words laid in the indictment.” 


*New York City-Hall Reporter, vol. vi. 40.- 
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word, with impunity in this world, and we presume 
they do not expect, as the defendant in the present case, 
an unconditional acquittal in the next. But let them 
beware of calling Jesus Christ, in the language of Peter, 
“aman approved of God,” for “in the language of the 
law” this would be blasphemy; it would be “to revile 
the author of the religion generally prevailing” in New 
York, which considers Christ, and commands us to 
worship him, as God. ‘They must not call in question 
the underived existence, the almighty power, the eter- 
nity of Jesus Christ, since, by the same standard, this 
would be to impeach the attributes of the Deity him- 
self. If they do not believe, they must not teach any 
thing in contradiction to the doctrine of universal sal- 
vation, of the Thirty Nine Articles, or the Assembly’s 
Larger or Shorter Catechism, or other symbols of chris- 
tian churches in this land of religious light and liberty, 
for this would be to “operate to the subversion of civil 
society.” And let them no longer blame the angry 
polemic, or the bigoted professor, who denies them 

the name of christians, since they are, even from the 

bench of justice, in the very metropolis of our country, 

the seat of religion, of learning, and the arts, ranked 

with unbelievers, and assigned only a precedence in 

the enumeration with Jews, Mahometans, and Pagans, 


Rev. Mr. Gilman’s Sermon on the Church of Christ. 


A sermon has lately been published in Charleston, 
South Carolina, which was preached by the Rev. 
Samury Gitmay, minister of the Second Independent 
Church in that city. his discourse was delivered on 
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source it appears, that all true believers in Jesus Christ as 
the Messiah, the son of God, divinely commissioned to 
publish the Father’s will, teach the doctrines of righteous- 
ness, and set an example of holiness; all such believers 


constitute a part of the cliurch of Christ. The author 
adds, 


‘The civine coramission and authority of Jesus Christ must be pro- 
fessediy acknowledged and submitted to; habits of general obedi- 
ence to his moral commands must be contracted, or at least sedu- 
lously aimed at; and the spirit which his gospel breathes must be 
cherished and rendered in some good degree operative on the heart 
and on the life, 

““We will go no farther, We will draw no closer lines, We will 
make no more peremptory distinctions. We will no more multiply 
qualifications for the eandidate for this consecrated body, this church - 
of Christ. We will adopt no more exclusive language. We will 
entrust the visible church, aud as we believe, without danger, to 
members of the foregoing description, and then we ask, where is 
this Chureh situated? Is it confined by geographical boundaries? 
Joes it depend on the renowned leader of a party, the ingenious and 
controversial head of asect? Is its operation constrained within little 
neighbourhoods? Are its testimonials merely creeds of man’s inven- 
tion? Is its existence limited to particular ages, and particular pe- 
riods of time? Is its history conneeted with a few names which can 
be eulled here and there from the dictionary of religions? Oh no, 
Nothing at all of this. he chureh of Christ, the visible church of 
Christ, is commensurate with the time that his name has been heard 
on earth, and with the region of space throughout whieh it has been 
and will be proclaimed. ‘The seeds of the gospel, as they are wafted 
about on the four winds of heaven, fall without discrimination on 
those pure, gentle, virtuous, and faithful hearts, which are their ap- 
propriate soil.— 

“Generations yet unborn shall be baptized in the name of Christ, 
shall sit at his table, and partake of his supper, shall receive him as 
the messenger of God, obey his commands, imbibe his spirit, and 
maintain his genuine and legitimate church on earth, through far, far 
distant ages hence, when the names of Roman Catholic, Episcopalian, 
Presbyterian, Baptist, and Independent Churches, shall only be 
known to the curious historian, or shall have sunk far down inte the 
dark deep gulph of forgetfulness,” : 
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feeling in many hearts, which have tended to preserve the garment of 
the true Church without a seam, Have we not often heard from some 
meek, pious, good men, such language as the following; ‘True, I 
cannot think with you. Ihave been educated ina different persua- 
sion. Yet I will not, dare not, condemn you. I can only judge of you 
by your fruits. And as long as they are fair and unexceptionable, I 
have no right to torture you into my own opinion, nor to make your 
title to everlasting salvation and acceptance with God depend upon 
your secing with my eyes, and interpreting seripture with my views. 
Brother, let me embrace you, for your heart is right.” 

When all christians will act on these principles, and 
preserve this temper, we shall hear much less of the 
alarm of heresy, and see much more of the genuine 
fruits of a pure faith, and of the doctrine according to 
godliness. 

The present discourse we perceive is published under 
the patronage of the Charleston Unitarian Book Society. 
We are glad to find the efforts of a society, whose 
objects are so worthy, and whose means of usefulness 
are so extensive, employed in giving publicity to a dis- 
course, which seems so well calculated to enlarge the 
bounds of liberal inquiry, and to scatter the seeds of 
piety, union, and love among christians. 


Triad of the Hindoes. 


Very respectable natives have assured me, that one 
or two missionaries have been absurd enough, in their 
zeal for the conversion of the Gentiles to urge, “that the 
Hindus were even now almost christians, because their 
Brahma, Vishnu, and Mahesa were no other than the 
christian Trinity;” a sentence in which we can only 
doubt whether folly, ignorance, or impiety predominates, 
The three powers, createve; preservative, and destruc- 
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is so admirable in the old; for I think it would require 
greater skill than mine to join together what nature has 
so far put asunder. 

l. It contradicts rrseLr.—It declares that atonement 
has been made for none but the elect, and consequently 
that none others can be saved; and yet asserts that-their 
perdition is their own fault; that all not elected are of 
course and inevitably destined to misery, and yet that 
they may be called on to escape this misery. It asserts 
that Jesus Christ has made fuil satisfaction to divine 
justice for the sins of the elect, by taking on himself 
the punishment of their guilt and paying their debt; and 
yet that God pardons them freely. It asserts that we 
are righteous in God’s sight only by the righteousness of 
Christ imputed to us; and yet that every man shall be 
judged according to his works. 

If. It contradicts rue Scriprures—The Scriptures 
tell us, that Christ died for all, tasted death for every 
man, is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only, but for those of the whole world. This scheme 
says, no; he died for the elect only. The Scriptures 
say, that God will give his spirit to all who ask it, 
that they who seek shall find. This system says, that 
the spirit is given sufficiently to ensure salvation only 
to the elect, that to the rest it is so given as not to pro- 
mote their salvation, but only so as to aggravate their 
condemnation. ‘The Scriptures say, that every man shall 
be judged according to his own deeds and character; the 
righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him. But this 
system declares, that” men are vile and depraved and 
liable to everlasting wrath, not for their own wicked- 
ness, but for the sin of Adam, imputed to them; and that 
they are righteous and saved, not by their own righteous- 
19° 
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in the hearts of his children! As if, when commanded 
“to be merciful as our Father in heaven is merciful,” 
it were intended we should be less, instead of more 
merciful, than we are by nature! Let an earthly pa- 
rent, thinking to obey this precept strictly, copy ‘the 
example which this system sets before him. Let him, 
before his children are born, say, “l know they will be 
refractory, and selfish, and disposed to evil. ‘Therefore, I 
should be justified in leaving them all to themselves, 
without attempting to correct them, or make them 
better. I will, however, favour two of them, will af- 
ford them every advantage, and instruction, will advise 
and warn them, and train them up to respectability and 
happiness. As for the rest, | will do nothing for them; 
let them try to please me, I will not be pleased; let them 
ask instruction, I will not give it; or if I must, for the 
sake of appearances, yet I will take care that they 
shall not be benefitted by it.” Would not all the good 
and generous feelings of the heart cry out against such 
aparentr Are they not equally shocked, when sucha 
system is attributed to the great Parent of all? 

V. It contradicts THE EXPERIENCE OF EVERY DAY.— 
What says experience of that fundamental doctrine, 
total depravity? Are men so vile, so prone to evil, and 
evil only? Is there nothing good in any? Is there 
none that you can trust, none that you can love? Are 
vice and crime their only pleasure, their only end? Let 
any man look fairly around him, and bad as the world is 
—and truly it is bad enough—yet bad as it is, he will 
not find that it isentirely corrupt. Let him go into the 
bosom of his family, aud soberiy ask himself, if expe- 
rience has given him reason te believe, that his smiling 
and affectionate, though mischievous, children, have 
nothing in them but a propensity to evil, no good dis- 
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On believing what we do not understand. 


From Benson’s Dialogue. 





An ingenious gentleman of my acquaintance, whom 
[call Novatianus, was in company with the lady Aspa- 
sia, who was exclaiming bitterly against a certain preach- 
er, whose historical name shall be Eusebius. For Euse- 
bius had asserted something in one of his sermons, which 
gave the lady great offence. Upon which she condemn- 
ed him with a warm zeal, and great fluency of speech, 
and declared she would never hear him more as long as 
she lived. This occasioned the following dialogue be- 
tween her and my friend. 

Novatianus. What was it, Madam, in Eusebius’ ser- 
mon, which offended you so much? 

Aspasia. He asserted that we are to believe nothing 
but what we can understand. 

Novatianus. Was that the thing which gave you so 
much offence? 

‘spasia. Yes, Sir, and enough too. I wonder how 
any body can venture to assert such a thing. 

So far the dialogue proceeded; and then they convers- 
ed for an hour or two about other matters; by which 
means this affair was quite forgotten. Then Novatianus 
begged the favour of a pen and ink and a small piece of 
paper; all which a servant readily brought him. Upon 
the paper he wrote down the following words in Greek, 
0 ©cos ayary esiv, and then very gravely gave them to 
the lady and desired her to read them. ‘That revived 
the dialogue, which proceeded as follows;—Aspasia 
looking first upon the paper and then looking earnestly 
and with surprise and confusion in Novatianus’ face, 
said, “Sir, | cannot read them. What do you mean hy 
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“Well then,” said Novatianus, “I will gratify you by 
telling you, that you may find the passage 1 John iv. 8. 
and the English of it is, ‘God is love”” “That propo- 
sition,” said Aspasia, “I most readily and firmly believe; 
but I tind I could not believe it, till I understood it. I 
heartily beg Eusebius’ pardon, and sincerely condemn 
mine own folly and imprudence, in censuring what I 
ought to have applauded. I will promise you I will go 
aud hear him again; and 1 shall now have a better opin- 
ion of him than ever.” 

The next time Novatianus visited Aspasia she con- 
tinued of the same mind, and severely condemned her- 
self, but applauded Eusebius; and thanked Novatianus, 
for taking so kind and ingenious a method of leading 
her into right sentiments upon that nead. But was 
ready to wonder, that she had not before seen the mat- 
ter in the same light; as it appeared so very obvious, 
now she had attended to it. | 


Forster’s Sermons. 


(‘Tne following notice is from the Cunistian ReeisTeR, a publica- 
tion to which we have already called the attention of our readers, 


We are happy again to bear our testimony to its value. Every friend 


of virtne and of pure religion must be gratified, that a work is gaining 


on the public, which is so well calculated to diffuse just principles, te 
soften the asperity of the illiberal, and diminish the unholy influence 
of seetarism. We cordially unite with the writer in his sentiments 
respecting the Sermons of the late lamented Mr. Forster. } 

A volume of sermons by the late Rev. Antuony For- 
srer, of Charleston, 8S. C. has been recently published, 
which deserves to be known and read. It is accom- 
panied by a memoir of the author’s life, containing a 
sketch of the history of his mind and the progress of his 
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Religious Controversy in India. 


A very curious controversy has lately taken place 
in Calcutta, between the Missionaries and the celebrated 
Ram Mohun Roy. This latter personage is a native of 
India, and distinguished for his opulence, his superiour 
talents, his very great learning, and especially for having 
of his own accord early renounced the theology of his 
countrymen, and asserted the doctrine of the divine 
unity. 

His first writings were designed to prove, that the 
ancient books of Hindu theology, in their original state, 
did not sanction polytheism, nor idol worship. ‘These, 
he contended, were additions, which had been engraft- 
ed into the primitive system, deformed its ‘simplicity, 
and corrupted its purity. About five years ago he pub- 
lished in the English language, extracts from the Vedas, 
or Sacred Books of the Hindus, for the purpose of es- 
tablishing this point.* 

In the course of the late controversy, speaking of him- 
self in the third person, he says, that “although he was 























* Other particulars respecting this subject may be seen in the first 
volume of the Miscellany, p. 75. 
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More than a year ago, Ram Mohun Roy published in 
Calcutta a work, entitled, The Precepts of Jesus the 
Guide to Peace and Happiness. This consisted of com- 
pilations from the four Gospels, embracing the Sermon 
on the Mount, and nearly all the moral precepts and 
instructions ef Christ. To this treatise, one of the 
Missionaries, supposed to be the Rev. J. Marshman, re- 
plied, and made serious objections, chiefly on the ground, 
that the doctrinal parts of the New Testament were 
not inserted, as well as the moral and preceptive. Ram 
Mohun Roy immediately came forward with an answer, 
entitled, ln Appeal to the Christian Public in Defence 
of “The Precepts of Jesus.” One paragraph of this 
Appeal is all for which we have room, but this acquaints 
us with facts of the highest importance. After several 
spirited and sensible remarks, meeting the objections of 
his opponents, and reminding them of the dissentions 
and bitter persecutions, which had prevailed among 
christians, wholly on account of their obscure and meta- 
physical dogmas, the author continues; 

“Besides, the compiler residing on the same spot where 
European Missionary gentlemen and others, for a-pe- 
riod of upwards of twenty years, have been, with a view 
to promote christianity, distributing in vain amongst 
the natives numberless copies of the complete Bible, 
written in different languages, could not be altogether 
ignorant of the causes of their disappointment. He has 
seen with regret, that they have completely counteracted 
their own benevolent efforts, by introducing all the dog- 
mas and mysteries taught in christian churches, to peo- 
ple by no means prepared to receive them; and that 
they have been so incautious and inconsiderate in their 
attempts to enlighten the natives of India, as to ad- 
dress their instructions to them in the same way, as if 
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Men of piety and zeal have been employed, years have 
expired, vast sums of money have been expended, 
and yet nothing, comparatively nothing, is done. How 
is this problem to be solved? How is it to be accounted 
for, that results have been so perfectly inadequate to 
the means used? 

The mystery is clearly unfolded in the paragraph 
above quoted from an observing and very learned na- 
tive, who has lived in the centre of the missionary ope- 
rations in the east from their commencement. Things 
are taught as the doctrines of God, at which the human 
mind revolts. Christianity is presented in such a shape, 
that neither the untutored, nor the most enlightened un- 
derstanding can receive it without doing violence to 
all the commanding principles of the intellect. The 
doctrines of the trinity, of a plenary satisfaction, total 
depravity, imputed righteousness and sin, and others of 
the same complexion, are made a perpetual stumbling 
block. ‘The enthusiastic and lamented Henry Martyn 
confesses as much, in the brief account he has given of 
his ingenious controversies, both with learned Hindus 
in India, and still more learned Persians at Shiraz. 
With all his acuteness, with all his zeal and learning, 


he does not pretend to have produced conviction on a_ 


single mind; and yet, he seemed to think it more im- 
portant, that his labour should be lost in idie attempts 
to impress these unintelligible dogmas, than be made 
valuable by communicating plain, practical truths, which 
would have won by their simplicity, commanded res- 
pect by their dignity, and thus gradually led the mind 
to embrace all that is peculiar and ennobling in the chris- 
tian scheme. : 

It is surprising how it should be thought expedient to 
make these doctrines the first lessons for heathens, even 
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have done your duty. It is no truth to them, till they 
believe it; and any attempt to force a dogma, without 
producing such a belief, would lead rather to an injury 
than a benefit to the christian cause, by fostering the in- 
credulity, and exciting the ridicule of those, whom you 
would convert. 

The truth is, the peculiar dogmas of orthodoxy are 
not such, as any human means can introduce among hea- 
thens, whether savage or enlightened. If these dogmas 
be indeed christianity, we must despair of seeing the 
Redeemer’s kingdom enlarged, till human nature be 
changed, and the present constitution of things be re- 
versed. Some excellent remarks on this subject have 
been published in the Christian Register, as extracted 
from the letter of a gentleman, who has long resided in 
India, and is still there. “The strict unity of the Deity,” 
says the writer, “does not please our spiritual guides, 
or fall in with the views of the missionaries, who, never- 
theless, have ever found the doctrine of the trinity, and 
the assertion that Christ is God, a stumbling block in 
their way The Chinese tell them they see no use in 
insisting on a new set of Gods being introduced in the 
place of their old ones. ‘The Mohammedans accuse 
them of blasphemy in making a created man, although 
a great and blessed prophet, equal with God; and they 
accuse them of having falsified the original scripture, 
and of acting in direct opposition to the preaching of 
our Saviour, who says, pray to God alone. Unitarian 
missionaries would meet with less opposition than those 
of any other sect, as all appear ready to admit of one 
great, one sole cause, one God supreme. And the amia- 
ble character of Jesus Christ, his blessed doctrine, his 
pure, simple, but sublime religion; his love, charity, 
and good will to men, are acknowledged by every 
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tion, and will teach only the simple truths of the gos- 
pel, we venture to predict, that the fruits of their la- 
bours will be more apparent, and their task will be much 
less hopeless. 


Form of Baptism. 



























Marruew, xxviii. 19. “Go ye, therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.’ 

It is common with trinitarians to quote this text, as 
a proof of the doctrine of the trinity. With what pro- 
priety such an inference is drawn, will appear upon a 
slight examination. I propose to consider the several 
parts of the text in their order. 

First, our Saviour does not pretend to issue this com- 
mission on his own authority. In the words immedi- 
ately preceding, he says, “‘All power is civen unto me 
in heaven-and in earth,” This language itself confutes 
the notion of his being the Supreme God, for if he were 
such, he would originally possess all power of himself, 
and it would be impossible, that any thing should be 
given tohim. In this place, he is to be-understood as _ 
meaning, that God has given kim such a degree of 
power, as is requisite to accomplish the great purpose 
for which he was sent into the world, by aiding and 
sustaining his disciples amidst all their labours and pe- 
rils in publishing his doctrines. 

Secondly, the phrase, teach all nations, is better ren- 
dered, make disciples of all nations. It is thus render- 
.ed by bishop Pearce, archbishop Newcome, Wakefield, 
Whitby, Kenrick, and others. It is doubtful whether — 
the apostles understood the extent of this commission 
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baptized into the name of the Father, or into the Fa- 
ther only; that is, into a belief, or acknowledgement of 
the one true God, who was the immediate author of the 
Jewish religion, and governour of the Jewish nation. 
When the Messiah came, this form was enlarged, and the 
followers of Jesus were not only baptized into a belief 
of one God, the Father of all things, but also of the di- 
vine commission of the Saviour, and of the influence 
and aid of the Holy Spirit in confirming the truth of 
his doctrines. I would only infer, that so far as the 
phraseology here mentioned is concerned, it affords no 
evidence, that Christ was the same being as the Father, 
or equal with him, or that the Holy Spirit was a person 
equal with the Father and the Son. The apostle repre- 
sents the Israelites as having been “baptized into Mo- 
ses,” 1 Cor. x. 2, and yet, as Doederlein and others 
have observed, no one has ever thought of inferring the 
deity of Moses from this language.* 

Fourthly, it is by no means certain, that the text was 
intended to set forth a prescribed form of baptism. 
There are, indeed, strong reasons to the contrary. No 
instance can be found on record, in which the apostles 
adopted this form. We are told in two or three places, 
that converts were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, but not once that they were baptized in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. If this form were 
positively enjoined by the Saviour, how did it happen, 
that it was not invariably used by the apostles? Is it to 
be supposed, that they would have disobeyed a positive 
commaad, and left the perverting influence of their 


* That being baptized into the name of Christ, is precisely the 
same,as being baptized into Christ himself, is obvious from several 
examples in the New Testament. See Rom. vi. 3. Gal. iii, 27. 
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Form of Baptism. 217 


and worshipped the Lord and the king.” But who 
would argue from this text, that the king was a divine 
being, and equal with God? 

The ceremony of baptism, as first practised, was a 
form of initiation into the christian church. We have 
reason to suppose, that the words used in administering 
this ceremony varied according to circumstances. The 
object was a public profession of faith in the religion 
of Jesus, or a testimony of discipleship, As among the 
Jews an acknowledgement of God the Father was es- 
sential, so, after the coming of the Messiah, and the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, a profession of belief in these 
was required of such as would be considered true 
disciples. 

There was also a particular reason, why the Holy 
Spirit was embraced in the form of baptism. It was 
believed by many, that the miracles of Jesus were 
wrought by a diabolical agency, and were no test of the 
truth of his doctrines, or of the divinity of his charac- 
ter. Todo away this impression, and enforce the con- 
viction, that he acted always under the guiding influ- 
ence, and supporting power of the Almighty, it was 
made a part of the form of baptism to exact a belief in 
this influence.* Where no danger of mistake existed in 
this respect, it is probable, that a belief in Jesus as the 
Messiah was only required. This opinion would seem 
to be warranted by the uniform example of the apos- 
tles in baptizing into the name of Christ alone. But 
whatever may be thought of the original form of baptism, 
it is not easy to conceive how any fair interpretation can 
bring the text in question tohave any bearing on the 
doctrine of three persons in one God. 


* Marsom’s Treatise on the Impersonality of the Holy Spirit. p. 38. 
21 
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death and hell too. Neither great nor good things were 
ever attained without loss and hardships. He that would 
reap and not labour, must faint with the wind, and pe- 
rish in disappointments; but a hair of my head shall 
not fall, without the Providence of my Father, who is 
over all.” 

These sentiments are fraught with the genuine spirit 
of religious liberty, the freedom which Christ has cone 
ferred on all his sincere followers, and they are worthy 
of the pious and benevolent man, by whom they were 
uttered. After languishing seven months in prison, he 
was released by the interposition of the Duke of York, 
afterwards James Second, to whom his father, Admiral 
Penn, had rendered distinguished services. Below we 
give that part of the Sandy Foundation Shaken, 
which relates to the trinity. | 


The Trinity of distinct and separate Persons in the 
Unity of Essence, refuted from Scripture. 


“And he said, Lord God, there is no god like unto 
thee. ‘To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be 
equal, saith the Holy One?*—I am the Lord, and there 
is none else, there is no God besides me. ‘Thus saith 
the Lord thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.- I will 
also praise thee,O my God; unto thee will I sing—O 
Holy One of Israel. Jehovah shall be One—and his 
name One.”t Which, with a cloud of other testimo- 
nies that might be urged, evidently demonstrate, that in 
the first days of the covenant and prophets, but One 
was the Holy God, and God but that Holy One. Again, 
“And Jesus said unto him, why callest thou-me good? 


* 1 Kings viii, 23. Isa. xl. 25. 
+ Ish. xly. 5, 6, xiviii. Psalm Ixxi. 22, Zee. xiv, 9. 
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to credit those holy testimonies, they must necessarily | 
conclude their kind of trinity a fiction. 


































Refuted from right Reason. 


1. If there be three distinct and separate persons, 
then three distinct and separate substances, because, 
every person is inseparable from its own substance, and 
as there is no person that is not a substance in common 
acceptation among men, so do the Scriptures plentifully 
agree herein; and since the Father is God, the Son is 
God, and the Spirit is God, (which their opinion neces- 
sitates them to confess) then, unless the Father, Son, 
and Spirit are three distinct nothings, they must be 
three distinct substances, and consequently three dis- 
tinct Gods. 

2. Itis farther proved, if it be considered, that either 
the divine persons are finite or infinite. If the first, 
then something finite is inseparable to the infinite sub- 
stance, whereby something finite is in God; if the last, 
then three distinct infinites, three omnipotents, threé 
eternals, and so three Gods. 

3. Ef each person be God, and that God subsists in 
three persous, then in each person are three persons or 
Gods, and from three they will increase to nine, and so 
ad infinitum. 

4, But if they shall deny the three persons or sub- 
stances to be infinite, (for so there would unavoidably 
be three Gods,) it will follow, that they must be finite, 
and so the absurdity is not abated from what it was; 
for that of one substance having three subsistences, is 
nothing greater, than that an infinite being should have 
three finite modes of subsisting. But though that mode 
which is finite, cannot answer to a substance that is 
infinite; yet to try if we can make their principle to 
21% 
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tures nor reason, since so expressly repugnant; although 
all broachers of their own inventions strongly endeavour 
to reconcile them with that holy record. Know then, 
my friend, tt was born above three hundred years af- 
ter the ancient gospel was declared; and that through 
the nice distinctions and too daring curiosity of the 
bishop of Alexandria, who being as hotly opposed by 
Arius, their zeal so reciprocally blew the fire of con- 
tention, animosity, and persecution, till at last they 
sacrificed each other to their mutual revenge. 

Thus it was conceived in ignorance, brought forth and 
maintained by cruelty; for though he that was strongest 
imposed his opinion, persecuting the contrary, yet the 
scale turning on the trinitarian side, it has there con- 
tinued through all the Romish generations; and not- 
withstanding it hath obtained the name of Athanasian, 
from Athanasius, (a stiff man, witness his carriage to- 
wards’Constantine, the emperor,) because supposed to 
have been most concerned in the framing that creed 
in which this doctrine is asserted; yet have I never 
seen one copy void of a suspicion, rather to have been 
the results of popish schoolmen; which I could render 
more perspicuous, did not brevity necessitate me to an 
omission. 

Be therefore cautioned, reader, not to embrace the 
determinations of prejudiced councils for evangelical 
doctrine; which the Scriptures bear no certain testimo- 
ny to, neither was believed by the primitive saints, or 
thus stated by any I have read of in the first, second, 
or third centuries; particularly Ireneus, Justin Martyr, 
Tertullian, Origen, with many others, who appear wholly 
foreign to the matter in controversy. But seeing that 
private spirits, and those none of the most ingenious, 
have been the parents and guardians of this so generally 
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4. That “God hath appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world in righteousness;” that the Lord Jesus 
“is ordained of God to be the judge of the living and the 
dead;” that “we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, that every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad.” Acts x. 42. xvii. SI. 
2 Cor. v. 10. 

5. That “love is the fulfilling of the law;” that for a 
man “to love God with all the heart, with all the under- 
standing, and all the strength, and his neighbour as him- 
self, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacri- 
fices;” that christians should “walk in wisdom towards 
them that are without, redeeming the time;” and “above 
all things have fervent charity among themselves.” 
Rom. xiii. 10. Mark xii. 33. Col.iv. 5. 1 Pet. iv. 8 

The first of these articles is stated by the apostle, as 
the faith of christians, in contrast with the faith of the 
heathen world. 

The second contains the glad tidings of great joy, as 
stated by our Saviour. 

The third is what the apostles of the gentiles ‘first 
of all,” or among the chief things preached to the Corin- 
thians—what Peter preached to the Jews—and what 
our Saviour taught respecting the general resurrec- 
tion. 2 

The fourth contains the doctrine of which Paul told 
the Athenians, that God had “given assurance to all 
men,” in raising Jesus from the dead—what Peter said 
that Jesus commanded the apostles to preach and to tes- 
tify—and what was abundantly taught by Paul in his 
epistles. 

The fifth contains a summary of christian duty, as 
taught by Christ and his apostles. [Christian Disciple.’ 
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influences of the unitarian faith, it becomes my duty 
to examine the fact in regard to their morals and lives, 
and also to inquire into the grounds of your impeache 
ment. If, indeed, it can be made out, that these were 
bad men, and used religion only as a cloak for worldly 
and wicked purposes, as you would seem to insinuate, 
then it must be confessed, that the argument in favour 
of the moral tendency of unitarianism is rather weaken- 
ed than confirmed by appealing to their example. But 
if the contrary be true, and they be ascertained to have 
been exemplary, and pious christians, it will follow, that 
you were mistaken, more vehement than accurate, and 
that the argument is sound. 

As the only mode of settling the question in this 
shape, is by an appeal to their writings and cotempora- 
ries, it can hardly be supposed, that my limited plan will 
allow me to go into a full investigation. I can only 
touch on a few prominent particulars. They shall be 
such, however, as will be conclusive. The truth is, you 
cannot select an equal number of men of so much emi- 
nence from any period of history, who were more dis- 
tinguished for their excellence and christian virtues. 
Had you thrown your shafts at random, they could not 
have been more unfortunate in the direction they took, 
or the objects on which they chanced to fall. It is a 
fact, which you have not attempted to controvert, and 
which Lam persuaded you will not, that these men were 


remarkable for their practical goodness. Why then are: 


they loaded with charges so heavy and offensive, why 
so much abhorrence expressed of their very names, why 
are they libelled and proscribed as men, who were a dis- 
grace to their profession, who are to be reprovated and 
condemned as malefactors, and whom no honest man 
in defence of a good cause can “claim as associates?” 
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greatest possible moment, they forsook: the integrity, 
which had uniformly guided them in concerns of infi- 
nitely less importance. 

It is well known, that very different opinions have 
been entertained by different persons, respecting the na- 
ture and terms of subscription. Some have contended, 
that the articles ought to be explicitly believed in their 
literal sense by the person subscribing, while others 
have considered them as designed to secure the peace 
and union of the Church, without intending to impose a 
belief, or a pretended belief, in particular dogmas. In the 
present connexion it will be sufficient to hint at three 
general modes, in which the subject has been viewed. 

First, it was a very early opinion, that the articles 
were intended not so much to be articles of faith, as 
of peace. Such was the opinion of Laud, of Sheldon, 
and many others of that period. Some general forms 
were necessary to keep the Church together, and al- 
though the framers of the articles made them express 
their own belief, yet the object to be attained was a 
unity of action, an agreement of order, a resolution and 
promise to submit to the authority, and support the in- 
stitutions of the Church. 

This was the sense in which the subject was under- 
stood by Chillingworth. “He publicly professed not to 
subscribe the articles, as articles of faith, but of peace. 
To this effect he speaks in the following words; “For 
the Church of England I am fully persuaded, that the 
constant doctrine of it is so pure and orthodox, that 
whosoever believes it, and lives according to it, shall be 
saved; and that there is no error in it, whieh may neces- 
sitate or warrant any man to disturb the peace, or re- 


nounce the communion of it; this, in my opinion, is all 
fo Te) 
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can accuse him of treachery to his conscience in this 
decision, any more than in the first, when the induce- 
ment was just as strong? In referring to this subject, 
the editors of the Biographia Britannica observe, 
“Whether Chillingworth’s opinion upon this head were 


_ right, or wrong, there can be no doubt, from the whele 


tenour of his life, that he acted with perfect integ- 
rity." 

You say of him, that “he was a protestant and papist 
by turns, and at length died a socinian, soon after hav- 
ing solemnly denied that he was one.” ‘This is harsh in 
the extreme, and the more so, as it is incapable of being 
supported by a shadow of proof. The mind of Chilling- 
worth was uncommonly inquisitive from his childhood, 
and his love of truth was equal to his desire of attaining 
knowledge. By his early intimacy with a learned Jesuit, 
he was induced to embrace the Catholic faith; but his 
mind was hardly matured, before he discovered his error, 
and became, during the remainder of his life, the most 
able, learned, and successful defender of protestantism, 
that has ever engaged in the cause. ‘This, in your lan- 
guage, was being a papist and protestant by turns. It 
is not true, that he was ever a socinian. It was a slan- 
der reiterated by his enemies during his lifetime, but, 
like other slanders, was never substantiated. Had you 
ever read Chillingworth’s admirable apology for his 
change of opinions, | must believe you would never have 
injured his memory by such ill founded and ungenerous 
insinuations as those above. No one can contemplate 
his remarks without admiring his frankness, his chari- 
table temper, his humility, his zeal for trath; nor with- 
out feeling the utmost confidence in the purity of his 


* Biog. Brit. vol. iii, p. 518. 
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speech, “a wide distance between being certain of the 
truth, and being certain of the falsehood of some propo- 
sitions, it is no way inconsistent with the strictest ho- 
nesty for persons to give their assent and consent, for 
peace and uniformity’s sake, to the use of some particu- 
lar forms of worship, either in doctrine or discipline, 
though they may not thoroughly approve of the things 
themselves, and to try to get them amended; while the 
public declaration of our assent and consent to the 
things themselves, ties down the mind from any further 
inquiry, and by discouraging all doubts and inquisitive 
industry, puts a stop to all improvement in knowledge, 
or any further reformation in religion.” The same 
opinion he defended several years before, in a dedica- 
tion to Dr. Stone, Primate of Ireland, which was prefix- 
ed to an Essay on Spirit. 

Add to this, that Clayton was renowned through his 
whole life for his numerous virtues, for his amiable dis- 
position, benevolence, disinterestedness, and indeed for 
all the characteristics of a pious and good man; that he 
was persecuted for his opinions, and suffered much from 
the reproaches and the ill treatment of the world,—add 
these things, and then ask yourself, what possible reason 
can be devised for supposing him to have been actu- 
ated by any other than conscientious, honest, and pure 
motives.~ He did not need, nor covet, the emoluments 
of the Church, for he possessed an ample fortune, and 
was known frequently to bestow more in offices of cha- 
rity, than the whole amount of his ecclesiastical sti- 
pends. Instead of a lavish bounty of censure, there- 
fore, a true christian spirit would find much to com- 
mend and admire in the virtues of such a man.* 


* The following anecdote is illustrative of the character of Clayton, 
While on a yisit to London, a person of respectable appearance called 


2Q2* 
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to the explication given in the several parts of this 
book, (Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity.) agreeable to 
that which appears to me, upon the most careful and 
serious consideration of the whole matter, to be the 
doctrine of scripture; and not in that sense, which the 
popish schoolmen, affecting, for the sake of transubstan- 
tiation, to make every thing look like a contradiction, 
endeavoured to introduce into the church.”* Will you 
say, that Dr. Clarke was not sincere in this declaration, _ 
that he was seeking for a subterfuge, that he cherished 
self delusion, and aimed to deceive the world, that he 
rashly and foolishly hazarded the safety of his soul, by 
defying the vengeance of a holy and heart searching 
God? You must either sustain these positions, or al- 
low his purposes .o have been good, and his conduct in- 
nocent.t 

It is the same with him, as in the examples of Chil- 
lingworth and Clayton. You have no other criterion of 
judging, than the character, which he sustained through 
life; and it may be doubted if history have recorded one 
more worthy, or unexceptionable. The strength of his 
religious affections, and the high and uniform tone of 
his morals, which his writings-display, and which no one 
has attempted to disparage, are well expressed in the 
following language of his biographer. “His piety was 
manly and unaffected, built upon the most solid grounds, 
and free from all pomp and show. The charity of his 
temper and good will was as extensive as the whole 


* Introduction to the Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity, p. 33, 

+ Bishop Pearson seems to have had the same opinion as Dr. Clarke. 
Speaking of the Creed, he says, ‘‘I observe that whatsoever is deliv- 
ered in the Creed, we therefore believe, because it is contained in the 
scriptures; and consequently must so believe it as it is contained 
there.” Exposition of the Creed, 4th edit. p. 227- 
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vince to enter upon their merits. It is enough to bring 
into view the facts stated above to show, that the per- 
sons, whom you have censured with so much freedom, 
had reasons for their conduct, and such reasons as have 
been approved and acted upon by wise and good men of 
all parties. I do not assert the truth of their opinions, 
nor plead for their infallibility, but for their integrity, 
their conviction, and righteous motives. I infer these 
from the unimpeachable character of their lives, from 
their multiplied deeds of piety and goodness, and from 
their own declarations respecting their views of the na- 
ture and object of subscription. In screening them 
from your charges, [ impose no tax on the indulgence 
of any person; I demand the exercise of common 
justice. 

It is not important to investigate the particular mo- 
tives of all the persons, whom your rule would include. 
Their precise opinions respecting subscription may not 
always be so accurately known, as in the examples 
above cited. But the argument holds good in all cases, 
that they ought to be considered honest in this particu-- 
lar, when they were known to be so in every thing else; 
and that whatever they thought of the mode, they were 
conscientious in the thing itself. If you deny this, you 
must deny, that character has any dependence on 
actions, and affirm, that men are to be accounted moral 
or immoral, according to the fancy or caprice of any 
one, who may choose to sit in judgment. 

In regard to Hoadly, whoever doubts his integrity in 
any course he pursued, I would advise him to read his 
sermons on Christian Moderation, on Judging one 
another, and on Persecution. In these sermons may be 
seen the high principles of rectitude, of moral dignity, 
and of religious freedom, which influenced his opinions, 
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declined, notwithstanding his income would be three 
times as large as the one he then received. “His con- 
tinuance in the church,” says Dr. Rees, “cannot be 
justly ascribed to any selfish and interested mutives, 
because he might have left it with advantage, and ve 
remained in it with a fixed purpose of accepting no pre- 
ferment; and he refused very considerable offers of 
this kind.” In his very able and admiravle work, The 
Confessional, he opposes the notion in all its shapes, 
that the articles could properly be subscribed without 
believing thein in their literal acceptation.* After hav- 
ing subscribed, he remained in the Church, but refused 
alvancement on the condition of further subscription, 
and declined the most liberal offers out of the Church, 
whick he might have accepted without subscribing. 
How is this conduct to be explained by your principles 
of hypocrisy and selfishness’ How is it to be explained 
in any way, except by supposing the man to have yield- 
ed toa rigid sense of duty, and to have sacrificed the 
prospects of worldly gain and preferment to his religious 
scruples, and peace of conscience? 

Such are the men, whom you charge with the grossest 
immorality, and of whom you say, in a late work, if 
they were unitarians, “they have lived in habits of the 
most shameful dishonesty and perjury; a dishonesty and 
perjury, which, if known, could not fail of rendering 
them, tn the eyes of all upright men, a disgrace to any 
society calling itself a church of Christ.”t Without 
stopping to descant on the delicacy of phrase, and mild- 
ness of spirit, with which this passage is marked, I 
would simply repeat, what I have before suggested, that, 


* See Confessional, second edit- p. 202. Also, Ridley’s Three 
Tetters to the Author of the Confessional. Letter Third, 
+ Letters on Unitarianism, p. 108. 




















*BHIO AA 8, A[pVoF] JO suONIps .19yu] Oy} at pazuLid pur ‘ Appeoz] Jo 193 
-onegs oy us pus Sqoafyns ayy yim pajurenboe Ayq8nui0y) uossad 
v fq dn ump *Asuaaouguog upiuotung ayy fo qunss2y up ag 5 


af] «*2038ed 19y} BWOdeq Plnom ay SuasoYyd Ft “ayIYAR 
UIv}129se 0} suIvd yoo} fyoinUZ peystqeisa ay) Furwsad 
“U0D SMIIA S.oUINGyIT}gG Suimouy ‘uopuoy ui ‘Kamar 
PjO 94} 3B UoONRSaisu0s 9y) ‘pap sajpureqyd aq usym 
pue ‘yaijaq uBuezUN ay) Jo Stayjo pur ‘Aausigy ‘Laspury 
WIM BpVUIIpUT SVM BFT “aqijosqns uUlese yOu pyNOmM 
oy asn¥osg “judUajaid pasnjar ayy ‘"paonou aaey TF 
Aue uvy} “ured ui aio st suINngyoeig jo ose ayy, 
sc doysiq yuay 
-]29x9 SOW JY} JO Ja}IVILYD pazjodsun oY} UO ddBIFsIp 
Aue xy 0} 91qe usaq you pry AjJaqty snolSija4 jo sa1wmeue 
9y},, 384} ‘AVp yussaud Jy} 7B pa}1dA0.1}U09 aq 0} A[I¥I] 
JOU SI }I pue ‘awTy 94} 3V WY jo ples sUM 71 ‘sadueYO 
favay Auvui joou pur ‘saijdaa Auvw ayeu 0} popyjadwos 
pue ‘aojuenb Asaae Wo’, BdUETOIA YONWE YI payoeZ 
-}8 SUM BY YSnoyZ;yY ‘eUuespusdepul jo JA0] pure ‘vay 
jo ssouajsuis siy 07 yenba sem syjesom siy jo Apand 
ayy, *Aitam J9AaU SBM BY YOY JO SMIY} 219M BSII,J, 
UOITIje1 UL ZYSNOyW, JO Wopaeal yoojied pue ‘juau 
-Spnf ajeaid jo pySiu ay) Jo ajdiduuid zuejsaj0Id vad 
ay} Surpusyap ur paidnsoo0 Ajjoym sem ‘f{suaaosju0s URL 
-oSurg showy oy} Jo JUBMIZZUIWWOD 34} SEM YOIYA 
4YstuyQ fo mopsury 24} UO uly 9y} e10jaq UOULIAS 
sig] *ApAaqt] SNOLSIja1 Pues [Lato 40J ‘ayBoQape jnjsamod 
B puv ‘a,BOApe UR SUM JET *A|PBVOF] ULY} auUIy s9I1NF 
80} payytjua oq UBd auUO OU ‘19}9¥IBYyD pu sejdriouLid 
siy jo 380} AUB SB UdyB) Bq 0} JuB fay] Suo] v Jo pua 
ay} 0} SuiuuiSeq oy} wos SSUIM SUL Be JT “WoM 
[[@ 10, paysisays ay Yyory ‘{[IM poos puv dao] ay} pue 
SJayVY Sty O} 3/9) BY YOY Japan Ajrjiqisuodsaa daap ayy 
uses oq osye Avui asay} Uy *991;9eAd sIY pazEjNse1 pue 


‘suptuppun ysysuy fosjmuyy . 38% 














" 


2 Se 


—— 





















its 


the 
Lys 


Morals of English Unitarians. 241 


and dissembling. There is a christian virtue, called 
charity, which, as practised by the Saviour and the 
primitive christians, should teach us to think favour- 
ably of our brethren. 

Trace your principle farther. It operates with just 
as much rigour on other persons belonging to the 
Church, as on unitarians. In truth, it reaches to every 
individual, who subscribes the articles. Do you be- 
lieve any person to have subscribed, who gave credence 
literally to every proposition in every article? Does 
not each one modify many parts in accordance with 
what he conceives to be the meaning of scripture? And 
among episcopalians, are there not all shades and gra- 
dations of theological opinions? ‘This is not to be de- 
nied. But do you suppose the articles literally teach 
all religious opinions? Do they teach Arminianism to 
some, and Calvinism to others? Did thev teach Jeremy 
Taylor to write against original sin and predestination, 
which are two of the most conspicuous doctrines of the 
articles? Did they teach the bishop of Lincoln to de- 
fend the doctrine of universal redemption, and Scott, 
and his Calvinistic brethren, to restrict the possibility 
of salvation to the elect? Did they teach Wallis and 
South to find only a trinity of modes in the Deity, and 
Sherlock to discover, that the Divinity consists of three 
beings, as distinct as three men? When all these ques- 
tions can be answered in the affirmative; that is, whea 
innumerable contradictioné can be reconciled, it may 
then be proved, that all others besides unitarians have 
concurred in receiving the articles in their literal sense. 
It may then be proved, also, and not before, that unita- 
rians, belonging to the Church, have been more dishonest 
than other episcopalians, and that all, indiscriminately, 
who have subscribed the articles, were guilty of *“dishon- 
ea&ty and perjury.” 

: 28 
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Redeemer’s kingdom, the kingdom of piety and good- 
ness, in the hearts and lives of men. 
In my next I shall inquire into the theological opin- 
ions of Newton, Locke, and Watts. 
Yours, 


A UNITARIAN OF BALTIMORE, 


Spirit of Orthodoxy. 





















Tue Rev. Dr. Mason, who has long been known as 
an eminent divine in New York, has lately resigned his 
pastoral charge in that city, and accepted the appoint- 
ment of president of a College in the interiour of Penn- 
sylvania. On leaving his people, he preached a farewell 
discourse, which has since been published. In its gene- 
ral aspect, this discourse bears characteristic marks of 
the author’s mind and mode of preaching. It is made 
up of contrasts. Good thoughts, and just sentiments, 
expressed in strong and eloquent language, are often 
succeeded by a tameness, and in some instances a vul- 
garity, which could hardly be expected from the hum- 
blest and mest uncultivated intellect. Warm and ap- 
parently sincere expressions of piety, love, humility, af- 
fection, are mingled with denunciations the most intem- 
perate and bitter, and with the wildest bursts of passion. 

But it is not our intention to criticise this perfor- 
mance, nor to attempt the miracle of reconciling discre- 
pancies so obviously irreconcileable. We aim only to 
touch upon one topic. In the exuberance of his zeal, 
and the fulness of his bounty, the preacher has conde- 
scended to visit unitarians with an uncommon share of 
his notice, and to pour upon them a refinement of male- 
diction, which we are persuaded no mind but his own 
could have conceived. ‘This part of the discourse has 
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that the age of auto da fes is passed away, and that the 
clergy have it no longer in their power to wreak their 
resentment of what they deem heresy, by torturing the 
body and destroying the life, as well as blasting the repu- 
tation of the obnoxious. We belong, ourselves, to a 
Church whose tenets are very different from those of 
this class of Christians, whom Dr. Mason reviles and 
curses; and in signifying our horror of his furious de- 
nunciations, we must not, therefore, be supposed to be 
acting in our own defence. It is our good fortune, how- 
ever, to be acquainted with several of that class, per- 
sons of the most estimable character, for whom we 
ought to feel as much, nearly, as we would for ourselves, 
when we see hurled against them, a sentence of pro- 
scription and perdition, such as the following: 


‘Above all things, it is devoutly to be hoped, that you will never 


” aman who cares nothing about 


invite to the ‘‘eare of your souls, 
them. I mean, more particularly, for 1 would not be misunderstood, 
a man who belongs to that rank of traitors, who miseal themselves 
‘rational Christians.” Against these men I have ever warned you, as 
the enemies of our Lord Jesus Christ, and all that is valuable in his 
religion, and peculiar in his salvation. I know well that this congre- 
gation is considered by them as the very focus of what they term 
bigotry; and I do rejoice that thus far I and you have been counted 
worthy to suffer shame for his name. Long may it continue so! 
Long may it be thought a hopeless case to attempt to bring you over 
to the fellowship of devils. ‘Though I would not slander the devil; 
he promotes his work, as the destroyer, not by tempting men to his 
belief, but by persuading them to embrace what he does not believe— 
what is too coarse and abominable for hell itself; and what the philos- 
ophical Christians shall find to be so, when they get to their own 
place, The pretences of these men to kindness, and candour, and 
love, are all hollow, ‘hey mean to make pros=lytes of you, and two- 
fold more the children of hell than themselves. O keep ata distance 
from them! Furthest from them, and their charity, is best. Come 
not near their ice, never to be melted, but in that fire which shall not 
be quenched. This pulpit, this church, were destined to the glory of 
the Lord Jesus. Let them never be polluted by a foot, nor profaned 
by a tongue, which are not moved by his honour.’ 
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house of God; we shall be no longer compelled to wit- 
ness the deplorable effects, which spring from a harden- 
ed religious sensibility, and from the violence of pam- 
pered passion, carrying desolation and death within the 
borders of christian truth, piety, and love. 

A pamphlet has been published in New York, called 
“An Appeal from the Denunciations of the Rev. Dr. 
Mason against Rational Christians, addressed to all 
who acknowledge the Religion of Jesus Christ, and 
fear God rather than Man.” We regret, that our limits 
will not suffer us to notice this performance so much-at 
length as we could desire, and as its merits would seem 
todemand. Its tone and manner are happily contrasted 
with the ferocious violence of the Sermon, and, we be- 
lieve, must convince every candid person of the supe- 
riour influence of the principles it defends on the heart 
and feelings, to those, which could sanction such an ef- 
fusion as that quoted above from the Discourse. 


Pp _____. | 
Ordination in New Fork. 


Our readers will recollect, that we have often had 
occasion to speak of a unitarian society, which has been 
lately established in New York. ‘The violence of ortho- 
doxy in that city was such, as to shock the piety, and 
wound the religious feelings of several persons, who de- 
sired to worship God in peace, and in the spirit of chris- 
tian love, without being compelled to mingle the bitter- 
ness of wrath with their devotions, or listen to the un- 
hallowed voice of denunciation and vengeance, instead 
of the holy accents of reverence to God, of humble sub- 
mission to his will, and of a kind and benevolent disp o- 


sition towards men. ‘They were at length forced to se- 


parate from places of worship, where they found so little 
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us ; 
the feelings of the audience. The sermon was by the 
ess : * ° 
ep father, and the right hand of fellowship by the brother 
ep, ne 
a ef the young pastor elect. The paternal solicitude of 
ae the one, and the affectionate sympathy of the other, 
| were deeply and feelingly expressed. Of the charge it 
So- needs only be said, that it was dignified and impressive, 
6. and worthy of the high and liberal spirit of the author. 
hei, These performances have been published, and we 
ship shall hereafter make oar readers more particularly ac- 
aahe quainted with the sermon. At present we will only 
oat recommend it to all, who would see some of the leading 
wait principles of unitarianism happily illustrated and ably 
defended, and who would know their influence on the 
in heart and the affections. 
pas- The following hymn was written for the occasion by 
alien the Rev. Mr. Pierpont. 
ving O Thou who art above all height! 
ncil, Our God, our Father, and our Friend! 
Dr Beneath thy throne of love and light, 
R Let thine adoring children bend. 
ev. 
-‘oft’s We knee! in praise,—that here is set 
A vine that by thy culture grew; 
Re és We koveel in prayer, that thou would’st wet 
Phi- Its openin leaves with heavenly dew. 
Since thy young servant now hath given 
ntro- Himself, his powers, his hopes, his youth, 
y are; To the great cause of truth and Heaven; 
Ban- Be thou his guide, O God of truth! 
\ are; Here may his doctrine drop like rain, 
His speech like Hermon’s dew distil, 
Till green fields smile, and golden grain, 
= Ripe for the harvest, waits thy will. 
orfor- 
i to And when he sinks in death; by eare, 
“; h Or pain, or toil, or years opprest; 
touc 


O God! remember then our prayer; 
And toke his spirit to thy rest, 
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The extraordinary and unexpected encouragement, 
afforded to the Unitarian Miscellany, has obliged the 
managers to resolve on printing a second edition of the 
first volume. Several of the first numbers are already 
reprinted. The character of the supporters of this 
work, must be highly gratifying to its immediate friends 
and patrons. It circulates throughout every part of the 
Union, and comprehends among its subscribers an un- 
usual number of the most learned, intelligent, arid dis- 
tinguished citizens of: the country, both in public and 
private capacities. It thus becomes an instrument of 
communicating what we conceive to be just religious 
sentiments, to that portion of society, which will be 
likely to produce the widest and strongest influence on 
the community at large. 
~ It cannot fail, also, to be a source of great joy to the 
society, that opinions and views, for the advancement of 
which we have united usr humble efforts, and which we 
deem of vital importance, as they relate both to our com- 
fort and improvement in this world, anid to our everlast- 
ing welfare, are becoming daily better understood and 
more widely and rapidly embraced. 

In the extensive correspondence, which has been oe- 
easioned in the management of the concerns of the so- 
ciety, astrong and decided impression has been made on 
the minds of the managers, that the chief cause of in- 
fidelity in this country, has been the teaching, as doc- 
trines of christianity, those corruptions; which have been 
incorporated with it in the articles of churches, and the 
decrees of councils. 

In this advanced stage of intellectual improvement, 
it is not surprising, that the minds of most men should 
revolt at propositions, professing to be a revelation from 
heaven, which are contradictory in themselves, and in- 
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Independent Church. 


Anone protestants are three general forms of church 
government and discipline, namely, the Independent, 
Presbyterian, and Episcopalian. By the first, all eccle- 
siastical authority is vested in each separate congrega- 
tion; the second maintains a parity in the ministerial 
office, but reposes the sole power of ordination, and of 
instituting rules of discipline, in the hands of a presby- 
tery, or an associated body of clergymen; the third is 
distinguished by having three orders in the ministry, 
called bishops, priests, and deacons, and by maintain- 
ing, that the order of bishops alone has the power of 
ordination. 

All these forms have been defended by learned men, 
and warm partizans. The advocates of each have 
claimed pre-eminence for their scheme, and asserted 
that it was founded on divine right, established by the 
authority of the apostles, and the usages of the primi- 
tive christians. This diversity of sentiment is enough, 
if we had nothing more, to show, on what a feeble foun- 
dation any argument for a divine right must rest. Had 
the Saviour instituted a particular form of government, 
which should be essential to give validity to the minis- 

24 
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Independent Church. 


Anone protestants are three general forms of church 
government and discipline, namely, the Independent, 
Presbyterian, and Episcopalian. By the first, all eccle- 
siastical authority is vested in each separate congrega- 
tion; the second maintains a parity in the ministerial 
office, but reposes the sole power of ordination, and of 
instituting rules of discipline, in the hands of a presby- 
tery, or an associated body of clergymen; the third is 
distinguished by having three orders in the ministry, 
called bishops, priests, and deacons, and by maintain- 
ing, that the order of bishops alone has the power of 
ordination. 

All these forms have been defended by learned men, 
and warm partizans. The advocates of each have 
claimed pre-eminence for their scheme, and asserted 
that it was founded on divine right, established by the 
authority of the apostles, and the usages of the primi- 
tive christians. This diversity of sentiment is enough, 
if we had nothing more, to show, on what a feeble foun- 
dation any argument for a divine right must rest. Had 
the Saviour instituted a particular form of government, 
which should be essential to give validity to the minis- 
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such a system to keep up the unhol y alliance, and ce- 


ment parts, which, in their native properties, were so- 


discordant. This system appears to us less calculated, 
than either of the others, to encourage the growth of 
religious truth and liberty; yet, as we do not hold reli- 
gion to consist in forms, we believe, that whatever 
these may be, they do not necessarily restrain the exer- 
cise and the increase of piety in the heart, or of the 
practical virtues. For this reason, we form our esti- 
mate of the religious qualifications of others by their 
persons, and not by their mode of worship; by their 
practice, and not by their faith; by their virtues, and 
not by their creeds. 

The Independent system was revived nearly two 
hundred and fifty years ago by Brown in England, and 
was soon after introduced into Holland. Its first ad- 
vocates were called Brownists. It was modified and 
systematized by John Robinson, who was for some time 
minister of a congregation of Brownists at Leyden. 
From this period, the followers of Brown and Robinson, 
and all, who complied with their form of church go- 
vernment, were denominated Independents.* ‘The 
name had no regard to doctrines; for although most of 
the Independents were Calvinists, some of them were 
nevertheless Arminians; and in later times, christians 
holding to every variety of doctrine have arranged 
themselves under this title. It relates exclusively to 
ecclesiastical government. 


* Mosheim supposes the name may have been derived from a 
passage in Robinson’s writings, where he says, in speaking of his 
views of church government; Cetum quemlibet particularem esse 
totam, integram, et perfectam ecclesiam ex suis partibus constantem, 
immediaté et Independenter (quoad alias ecclesias) sub ipso Christo. 
Apologia, cap. v. p. 22. 
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among the members of a congregation statedly worship- 
ping together, ought to be instituted and obeyed. 

This plan’ does not preclude a mitual relation be- 
tween distinct societies. It allows of an adjustment of 
difficulties, which may occur in any congregation, by a 
reference to the opinions, or advice, of any persons, 
who may be selected from other congregations by a mus 
tual consent of the parties. Whenever a society ad- 
heres to the principles of regulating itself, free from the 
shackles of a contract or combination with other socie- 
ties, it is strictly independent. 

Congregationalists and Independents originally dif- 
fered only in name; but latterly a large portion of the 
congregational churches, especially in this country, 
have suffered encroachments to be made on their inde- 
pendence, by uniting in conventions, associations, and 
consociations. If this system aimed at nothing more 
than mutual advice, encouragement, and aid, it would 
be consistent with Independency. But when it is ex- 
tended so far, as to allow a certain number of cler- 
gymen of different congregations to consociate and 
eject one of their brethren from his office, even against 
the consent of a majority of the congregation to 
which he belongs, it is in vain to look any longer for 
freedom, or to talk of independence. You have as po- 
tent a hierarchy as the most ambitivus head of the papal 
see could ever have desired. ‘The proper system of 
Independency considers every congregation competent 
to elect and discharge its minister, and to decide on all 
cases of misdemeanor, as well in respect to him as to 
each member. ‘The Cambridge Platform, and the Ply- 
mouth Platform, have served as rules of discipline to 
most of the congregational churches in New England; 
but neither of them is consistent with scriptural free-_ 
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ridiculous. All he has said, in fact, is represented as 
running into some extreme either of folly or extrava- 
gance, of weakness or absurdity. Our greatest wonder 
has been, that the learned reviewers should think it 
worth while to bestow so much consideration on a work 
of such a character. 

But we are not about to solve this problem, nor to dis- 
cuss the accuracy of their opinions, or the merits of their 
performance. We have a word or two only to say on 
some of their closing observations. In alluding to Mr. 
Sparks’ Letters they remark; 

“We can neither approve the spirit nor the execution 
of the work before us. We admit, that he says many 
things truly, and many things well; but considering that 
no small part of the work is not an answer to Dr. 
Wyatt’s Sermon, but a direct attack on the Episcopal 
Church, we do think that he, without occasion for it, 
says many things calculated to wound the feelings of 
our episcopal brethren. In many instances there is an 
air of haughtiness and of scorn, which Mr. Sparks is not 
warranted to assume. Because Dr. Wyatt showed him- 
self unacquainted with biblical criticism, in its present 
improved state, did Mr. Sparks take him as a fair sam- 
ple of southern clergymen, and suppose that he might 
without check or control throw out the rash interpreta- 
tions of unitarian critics? One would imagine, that he 
thought his opponents ignorant of the first principles of 
their profession, as scripture interpreters, and that he 
might give himself full license on this subject.” 

Now in regard to the spirit of Mr. Sparks’ work, we 
are persuaded the reviewers have been more hasty than 
discreet in their judgment. They are too sharp sight- 
ed and fastidious. The general voice of its readers is 
decidedly adverse to them. If we mistake not, it has 
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rash interpretations of unitarian critics?” In reply, we 
beg permission to ask another question, namely, whether 
these reviewers “suppose they may without check or 
control throw out the rash interpretations of trinitarian 
critics?” If so, they will not, most surely, deny to Mr. 
Sparks the same privilege. Let them answer the latter 
question, and they will encounter no perplexities in the 
former. Christianity is a religion of freedom. Itis not 
only a right, but the most solemn duty of every man to 
give such interpretations of the Scriptures, as he thinks 
they demand. Mr. Sparks seems to have discharged 
this duty according to the convictions of his understand- 
ing. He was not contending with “opponents,” but sim- 
ply exhibiting and illustrating what he conceived to be 
scripture truth, and doctrine. He undoubtedly has as good 
a right as any other man to “give himself full license on 
this subject.” Nor do we perceive why the Richmond 
reviewers should imagine themselves exclusively enti- 
tled to this “license.” In their use of it, we presume 
they will be ready to acknowledge, that they have not 
felt so tremblingly alive to its offence, or impropriety, 
as to be deeply troubled with qualms of conscience, or 
the pain of an ungrateful duty. Let them be as indul- 
gent to others as to themselves, and they will no longer 
be inclined to restrict the privileges, or encroach upon 


the rights and liberty of christians. 
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[Iw a former number, Vol. I, p. 289, we inserted a let- 
ter from the Rev. Mr. Eastin of Kentucky, giving an 
interesting account of his conversion to the unitarian 
faith. It will be recollected by our readers, that his 
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not one side as good a right to its opinion as the other? 
Who is to judge in this case? One side may exceed in 
numbers, but this can be no test of truth. Ifa majority 
of numbers be an accurate criterion of judging on which 
side truth lies, what will become of christianity? sup- 
pose you should enter ito a combination to have our 
churches excluded for what you conceive to be a differ- 
ence of opinion, would it not be commencing a system, 
which would operate with great injury to all the 
churches? Must not the safety of church members de- 
pend on saying, that they believe as the church believes, 
whether they do or not? And will not this be a direct 
means of inducing church members to surrender their 
consciences into the hands of their spiritual leaders, and 
timidly submit to their direction? Will you not be obli- 
ged to exclude from fellowship and privilege, or in other 
words to persecute, all such as may have independence 
enough te avow an opinion, which a few among us may 
be pleased to call heresy? Certainly you will. And 
then what will be the situation of members, who submit 
to the honest convictions of their own. minds? They 
must be excommunicated; nor can you avoid thus sifting 
your churches, unless you would subject yourselves to 
the charge of inconsistency.— 

If we differ ia opinion on some subjects, it is not be- 
cause we have any pleasure in so doing, but because we 
are bound to yield to the decisions of our understend- 
ing, on a candid and impartial examination of the Scrip- 
tures, which we hold to be the ouly infallible rule of 
christian faith and conduct. And this is a right, which 
hac elways beca claimed and supported by Baptists in 
ali ccuntrizs cud egcs. Wherever they have been 
known, they have steed firm against the combined 
powers ef kings, popes, aud prelates, who were weak, or 
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senses above stated, is not, in our opinion, contrary to 
the Scriptures, as our brethren have asserteds 

And first, we shall demonstrate from the Scriptures, 
that there is one person, or intelligent being, who alone 
is God, supreme, almighty, and eternal; and that this 
one person is the Father, or, as he is sometimes called, 
the Ged and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. “Hear, 
O Israel; the Lord our God is one Lord.” “I am the 
first, and I am the last; and besides me there is no God.” 
“Is there a God besides me? Yea, there is no God; I 
know not any.” “Thou, whose name alone is Jehovah, art 
the nest High over all the earth.” “And the scribe 
said unto him; well, Master, thou hast said the truth, 
for there is one God, and there is none other but ue.”* 
In these passages, to which many ethers might be added, 
the personal pronouns, I, thou, me, he, him, prove be- 
yond contradiction, that God is one; that is, one being, 
person, or essence, and that he ts distinguished from all 
other beings, persons, or essences. If God be more per- 
sons than one, the Sacred Scriptures exhibit a continued 
grammatical impropriety almost from beginning to end, 
which would be ridiculous, if not impious to suppose. 
When God speaks to men, he must always be under- 
stood to speak after the manner of men, and when a 
pronoun signifying a single person is used, it can never 
mean a plurality of persons. Besides, it is an‘absurdity 
and a perversion of language, to affirm, that one God can 
ever mean more than one person. It might as well be 
said, that one man means several men, one angel several 
angels, as to assert, that ove God means several divine 
persons. 


* For the texts her@ quoted, and others of a similar kind, see 
Deut. vi. 4. Exod. xx. 2. Isai. xliv. 6,8. Ps. Ixxxiii, 18. Mat. 
xix, 16,17. Mark xii. 32? 
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Father, would they not have-declared the same? These 
are improvements in divinity for which we are indebted 
to more modern times. 

From what has been said, it may safely be inferred, 
that we do not contradict the Scriptures by denying, 
that God is three persons, and asserting, that he is one 
person, or being only. Having refuted the charge of 
contradicting the Scriptures in denying the trinity, it 
might supersede the necessity of proving, that there is 
no such contradiction in denying, that Jesus Christ is 
truly, really, and properly God. For if the Father is 
the Supreme God, it is impossible, that any other being 
can be such in the same sense; and whoever can prove, 
in addition to this, that Jesus Christ is truly, really, and 
properly God, in the same sense as the Father, will 
prove, that there are two Gods, which is contrary to the 
christian religion. ‘To strengthen our position we will 
proceed to adduce further testimony. 

[These proofs, by which it is established, that Jesus 
Christ was derived from the Father, and subordinate to 
him, we must reserve for the next number. } 


Ninth Letter to the Rev. Dr. Miller. On the theolo- 
gical Sentiments of Newton, Locke, and Watts. 


Sir, 

In the closing remarks of your Letter, strong disap- 
probation is expressed, that unitarians should presume 
to rank Newton, Locke and Watts, among their num- 
bers. You intimate a belief, that in using this freedom 
with the two former, “those illustrious men are treated, 
with great injustice;” and “against placing the pious, 
the heavenly-minded Watts in such company, you feel 
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roughness, and tempering the violence of those, who in- 
dulge in a license of obloquy and disparagement, 
which, we are willing to believe, is more the result of 
ignorance, than of a wicked disposition. 

Let it be further observed, that in the cases of New- 
ton and Locke, the labour of proof belongs to trinita- 
rians. These men have always been classed with uni- 
tarians; they have been perpetually quoted on that side 
of the question,-nor have I ever heard of their authority 
being brought forward in favour of the trinity, or even 
of orthodoxy. Prove from their writings, or from 
the writings of their cotemporaries, or from any well 
established facts, that they were trinitarians, and the 
point will be settled. che persons, who manifest so 
lively a concern for what they profess to deem the in- 
jured reputation of these great men; have exhibited no 
proof to this effect. Until this be’ done, Newton and 
Locke must be considered unitarians, as they always 
have been. | am not disposed, however, to decline an 
investigation of some of the positive evidences of the 
fact. ‘The inquiry must necessarily be confined to a 
narrow space. 

Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first, who formally 
engaged in proving the spuriousness of the famous text 
of the three heavenly wituesses, 1 John v. 7; and also in 
showing that the received reading of 1 Tim. iii. 16, is a 
corruption.* This subject was discussed in two letters 


* In regard to 1 Tim. iii. 16, Newton was of the same opinion as 
Dr. Samuel Clarke. Instead of God manifest in the flesh, he believed 
the true reading to be, He who, or that which was manifest in the 
flesh ‘All the old versions,” says Dr. Clarke, “have it gui or 
quod. And all the ancient Fathers, though the copies of many of 
them have it now in the text itself, @¢05, Deus, yet from the tenour 
of their comments upon it, and from their never citing it in the Arian 
controversy, it appears they always read it gui or quod.” Scripture 
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but I have that honour for him, as to believe, that he 
wrote good sense, and, therefore, take that sense to be 
his, which is the best, especially since I am defended in 
it by so great authority.” It is readily admitted, that 
these words might be spoken by a trinitarian. It must 
nevertheless be granted, that it is a kind of language, 
which no one of that faith has been known to use. The 
sentiments it inculcates are peculiar to unitarians, and 
are continually attacked by their opponents with almost 
as much harshness, as their views of the trinity itself. 
The trinity is a mystery, and if that dectrine is to have 
the preference, which we “can best understand,” who 
will ever be a trinitarianr* : 

When Sir Isaac Newton was Master of the Mint, the 
office of Assay Master was filled by Mr. Hopton Haynes. 
This gentleman was a unitarian, and wrote with much 
ability and learning a treatise on the subject, which has 
recently been several times republished.t Mr. Haynes, 
who was long and intimately acquainted with Newton, 
declared to a friend,{ that “he did not believe our Lord’s 
pre-existence, being a socinian, as we call it, in that ar- 
ticle; aud that Sir Isaac much lamented Dr. Clarke’s 

* In Newton’s remarks on the Book of Revelations, he speaks 
as follows; ‘*As the few and obscure prophecies concerning Christ’s 
first coming were for the setting up of the christian religion, which 
ALL NATIONS Aave since corrupted; so the many and clear prophecies 
concerning the things to be done at Christ’s second coming, are not 
only for predicting, but also for effecting a recovery of the long-lost 
truth.”? What is the corruption here spoken of, and what is the long- 
lost truth? Read Priestiey’s History of Early Opinions, and of the 
Corruptions of Christianity, and you will discover the sentiments of 


unitarians on the subject, which I have no doubt were the sentiments 
of Newton. 


+ This work is called a Scripture Account of the Attributes and 
Worship of God, and of the Character and Offices of Jesus Christ. 

¢ The Rey. Richard Baron, ‘‘a person of great probity and public 
spirit, and known by many valuable publications.” 
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that Newton left several papers on theological subjects, 
which have never been permitted to come before the 
world. They were cautiously excluded from Horsley’s 
large edition of his works. ‘These papers have been 
said to contain more at large the author’s views of the 
unitarian system. Nor has this report been contradicted 
by the persons who hold the papers in their possession. 
{t was not contradicted by Horsley, who examined the 
papers, and declared them unsuitable for publication. 
What could Horsley find in any theologica! writings of 
Sir Isaac Newton, which he deemed proper to keep in 
the dark? This question has been answered in conformi- 
ty with the common sense of mankind, by a writer, who 
cannot be supposed to have spoken from interested mo- 
tives. “Newton’s religious opinions were not orthodox. 
For example, he did not believe in the trinity. This 
gives us the reason why Horsley, the chainpion of the 
trinity, found Newton’s papers unfit for publication. 
But it is much to be regretted, that they have never seen 
the hight.”* 

I will only add, that Dr. Chalmers has confessed his 
belief in the unitarian sentiments of Newton—awkward- 
ly enough, to be sure, but still it is a confession—and 
this, after making him not only the greatest and wisest 
philosopher, but the acutest and profoundest theologian, 
whom the world has seen.t 


* Thompsen’s History of the Royal Society, p. 283.—Annals of 
Philosophy, vol. ii, p. 522; as quoted by Mardon. 

+ Compare the Preface to Dr. Chalmers’ Astronomical Discourses 
with the second sermon in the course. See likewise Unitarian Miscel- 
lany, vol. i. p. 167. 

For further information respecting the sentiments of Newton, con- 
sult Marsden’s Letter to the Rev. Dr, Chalmers; and Carpenter’s Exa- 
mination of Magee’s Charges against Unitarians and Unitarianism, 
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tion he exhibits, with some degree of minuteness, his 
views of the christian dispensation. In his two Vindi- 
cations he expresses his thoughts more at length, and 
dwells particularly on what his opponents called funda- 
mentals, and charged him with omitting. ‘This list of 
fundamentals is in close resemblance to the one you 
have drawn up, as containing. articles essential to the 
faith of any person, who would be entitled to the name 
of christian. Locke denied, that any such articles 
were necessary, and maintained what he had asserted 
and proved in his Reasonableness of Christianity, that 
one essential article of faith only was preached by the 
Saviour and his apostles, namely, that Jesus was the 
Messiah, the Son of God. Whoever professed this 
faith was considered a member of Christ’s church. 
Locke has also left an elaborate paraphrase and com- 
mentary on four of St. Paul’s Epistles. In all these 
writings nothing appears, which shows the author to 
have had any leaning towards the doctrine of the 
trinity, or any other of the doctrines of high orthodoxy. 
Does not this amount to a demonstration, that he be- 
lieved in none of these things? Was it ever known, 
that a trinitarian has written expressly on the funda- 
mental articles, without in any shape embracing the 
distinguishing doctrine of his faith? It is presumed not, 
Consult Locke’s interpretation of those texts in the 
Epistles usually quoted in support of the trinity. In 
no case will you discover any tendency to this doc- 
trine.* 


* Examine particalarly the famous text of Rom, ix. 5, which trini- 
tarians consider so strong in their favour, Locke’s paraphrase gives 
it a meaning wholly irrelevant to their purpose. Instead of the ren- 
dering of the common version, which reads as follows, ‘“‘Christ came, 
who is over all, God blessed for ever,” Locke renders it, “Christ is 
come, he who is over all, God be blessed for ever.” 
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Locke be not at variance with those universally received 
and acted upon by trinitarians?* 

Furthermore, do not all believers in the trinity consi- 
der this doctrine of the highest importance, and a ne- 
cessary article of faith? Do they not all contend, that it 
was preached by the Saviour and his apostles? But Locke 
virtually denied both of these propositions. He asserted 
that Jesus and the apostles preached only one article as 
essential, which was the Messiahship of Jesus. Hear 
what he says in reply to his opponents, who charged 
him with being a socinian, because he omitted the trinity 
and its collateral doctrines. “Did he amiss,” he asks, al- 
luding to himself, “that he offered to the belief of those, 
who stood off, that and only that, which our Saviour and 
his apostles preached, for the reducing the unconverted 
world; and would any one think he in earnest went 
about to persuade men to be christians, who should use 


that as an argument to recommend the gospel, which he 


has observed men to lay hold on, as an objection against 
it? To urge such points of controversy, as necessary 
articles of faith, when we see our Saviour and the apos- 
tles, in their preaching, urged them not as necessary to 
be believed to make men christians, is, by our own au- 
thority, to add prejudices to prejudices, and to block 


t Inthe year 1781, a book was published in England by a Mr. 
Milner, deploring the calamities, which were about to come upon the 
world, by introducing human reason into religion. Mr. Locke is 
made the great offender, and in alluding to him, the writer utters the 
following lamentations. ‘‘Reason has impertinently meddled with 
the gospel, and that with such overbearing eredulity, as to darken it 
more and more; and rivers of tears would not suffice to bewail the in- 
crease of moral misery, which, since Mr. Locke’s time, has pervaded 
these kingdoms.” And again; ‘tit was Mr. Locke, who first, un- 
happily, gave reason leave to intrude herself into the secrets of chris- 
tianity.”’ 


26 
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a treatise called Socinianism Unmasked, and charged 
not only with inculcating socinianism, but even the de- 
solating tenets of deism and atheism. The Vindica- 
tions were written in reply to Edwards, and conducted 
in a masterly train of logical reasonings, aiming at one 
point only, which was to disprove the charge of a ten- 
dency to the peculiar tenets of socinianism, and to irre- 
ligion in the Reasonableness of Christianity. In doing 
this, Locke had no occasion to bring forward and ex- 
plain his own opinions, or all the topics embraced in the 
controversy. It was his sole object to show the disin- 
genuousness of his adversary in making charges, and 
drawing inferences, totally unwarranted by any thing in 
the work, which he was pretending to examine. It was 
no part of his purpose. to make known the tenets of his 
faith, but to show that the ovjections made against his 


to say, that he forgot what he came into the world for, and that he 
and his apostles did not instruct people right in the way and myste- 
ries of salvation. 

‘‘For that this is the sole doctrine pressed and required to be be- 
lieved in the whole tenour of our Saviour’s and his apostles’ preach- 
ing, we have showed through the whole history of the Evangelists 
and the Acts. And I challenge them to show, that there was any 
other doctrine, upon their assent to which, men were pronounced 
believers or unbelievers, and accordingly received into the church of 
Christ, as members of his body, as far as mere believing could make 
them so; or else kept out of it. This was the only gospel article of 
faith, which was preached to them. And if nothing else was preache 
ed every where, the apostle’s argument will hold against any other 
articles of faith to be believed under the gospel. ‘How shall they 
believe that whereof they have not heard?? Rom. x.14 For to 
preach any other doctrines necessary to be believed, we do not find 
that any body was sent.” MReasonubleness of Christianity; Works, 
vol. vil. p. 10° 

It is not necessary to ask whether this is the langnage of trinita- 


rians. See more in Locke’s letter to Limborea on tae unity of God 
Works, vol. x. p. 71. 


te. 
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supposing Locke to have been a contributor to the Uni- 
tarian Tracts, published in England, near the close of 
the seventeenth century * It is not easy, perhaps, to 
ascertain his precise opinions respecting the nature of 
Christ. Like the old socinians, and the generality of 
unitarians of the present day, he believed in the miracu- 
lous conception; but it will be a difficult thing to prove, 
that he believed in the simple humanity, or the worship 
of Christ, which were also two of the leading tenets of 
socinianism. Lardner considered him an Arian, and 
ranked him with Dr. John Taylor, as may be seen in his 
Letters on the Logos.t And, indeed, many of Locke’s 
interpretations, contained in the Paraphrase and Notes 
on the Epistles, seem to be founded on the Arian hy- 
pothesis. This is particularly true of the passage re- 
ferred to by Lardner, where Locke speaks of the spi- 
ritual part of Christ being derived from God “bya di- 
vine extraction,” which plainly shows, that in his highest 
nature, he considered him a derived being, and conse- 
‘quently subordinate to the Deity. But this discussion 
is of little importance in the present connexion. It is 
enough, that Locke has always been accounted a unita- 
rian, that his writings cenfirm this sentiment, and that 
no adequate evidence has been offered to the con- 
trary. 

We come next to the opinions of Watts, whom you 
seem peculiarly solicitous to rescue from the hands of 
unitarians. As the reasons you present for believing 

* Preface to Locke’s Works, p. vii. 
+ Lardner’s Works, vol. xi. p. 116, 


$ See Locke’s paraphrase and note on Romans i. 4. The note is 
as follows, ‘‘ ‘According to the spirit of holiness’, is here mauifestly 
opposed to, ‘according to the flesh,’ in the foregoing verse, and so 
must mean that more pure and spiritual part in him, whieh, by di- 
vine extraction, he had immediately from God,” 


26* E 
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A letter is extant, which was written by the Rev. 
Samuel Merivale to Dr. Priestley, in which the senti- 
ments of Dr. Lardner on the subject of Watts’ opinions 
are expressed in the most unequivocal terms. In con- 
versation with Mr. Merivale, as stated in the letter, this 
great man observed; “I think Dr. Watts never was an 
Arian, to his honour be itspoken. When he first wrote 
of the trinity, I reckon he believed three equal divine 
persons. But in the latter part of his life, for several 
years before his death, and before he was seized with an 
imbecility of his faculties, he was a unitarian. How he 
came to be so, [ cannot certainly say; but I think it was 
the result of his own meditations on the Scriptures. 
He was very desirous to promote that opinion, and wrote 
a great deal upon the subject.” 

After this conversation, Mr. Merivale, wishing to ob- 
tain further information respecting Watts’ unpublished 
papers, wrote a letter of inquiry to Dr. Lardner, from 
whom he received the following reply; 

“I question whether you have any where in print Dr. 
Watts’ last thoughts upon the trinity. They were 
known to very few. My nephew, Neal, an understand- 
ing gentleman, was intimate with Dr. Watts, and often 
with the family where he lived. Sometimes in an even- 


to forbid them all the sacred blessings of especial communivn in the 
gospel, unless they testify their assent to such a particular hypothesis, 
or scheme of explication, which the imposers confess to be human, 
and yet impose it in their own prescribed form of words. 

“The persons, who are guilty of this uncharitabie practice, may 
cousecrate their impositions, and their excommunications, with holy 
names, and call them pure zeal for the divinity of Christ; but I sus- 
pect it will be found in the great day, to deserve no better a charac- 
ter than a mistaken zeal for the honour of Christ, mingled, perhaps, 
with zeal for the divinity of their own notions.”—Essay on the true 
Importance of any human Schemes to explain the sacred Doctrines of 
the Trinity. See. Ill. 
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“Dear and blessed God, hadst thou been pleased, iz 
any one plain scripture, to have informed me which of 
the different opinions about the holy trinity, among the 
contending parties of christians, had been true, thou 
knowest with how much zeal, satisfaction and joy, my 
unbiassed heart would have opened itself to receive and 
embrace the divine discovery. Hadst thou told me 
plainly, in any single text, that the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, are three real distinct persons in the divine © 
nature, I had never suffered myself to be bewildered in 
so many doubts, nor embarrassed with so many strong 
fears of assenting to the mere inventions of men, in- 
stead of divine doctrine; but I should have humbly and 
immediately accepted thy words, so far as it was pos- 
sible for me to understand them, as the only rule of my 
faith. Or hadst thou been pleased to express and in- 
clude this proposition in the several scattered parts of 
thy book, from whence my reason and conscience might 
with ease find out, and with certainty infer this doc- 
trine, I should have joyfully employed all my reasoning 
powers, with their utmost skill and activity, to have 
found out this inference, and engratted it into my soul. 

“But how can such weak creatures ever take in so 
strange, so difficult, and so abstruse a doctrine as this, in 
the explication and defence whereof, multitudes of men, 
even men of learning and piety, have lost themselves in 
infinite subtleties of disputes, and endless mazes of 
darkness. And can this strange and perplexing notion 
of three real persons going to make up one true God, 
be so necessary and so important a part of that chris- 
tian doctrine, which, in the Uld Testament and the 
New, is represented as so plain and so easy, even to the 
meanest understandings?” 
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nation, those things, which are not strictly and properly 
persons, are often represented in a personal manner, as 
Wisdom, Law, Righteousness, Charity. And, theres 
fore, the Sacred Three may be called three persons, or 
at least. Three Scriptural Persons, 1 hope, without 
offence, and without entering into tie tedious, learned, 
and philosophical difficulties about the word person.’’* 

What is the import of these passages? Certainly not, 
that the Sacred Three are distinct, personal agents. 
They are not three beings, who have each a “distinct 
consciousness and will.’’ ‘That is, they are not distinct 
beings in any sense. ‘They are “scriptural persons?” 
But what is a scriptural person? ‘The writer has told 
us, that he understands by this term, the same as Wis- 
dom, Law, Righteousness, when personified in the 
Scriptures. According to this sense, the three persons 
of the Deity are personifications of his modes of action. 
There is no spirit, or agent, distinct from the one true 
God. His unity is left untouched, and no unitarian 
would dissent from the substance of the views here 
taken. 

In speaking further of the nature of Christ, Watts 
says, “This second person, this man Christ Jesus, has 
the true God united to him, or dwelling in him, in a 
peculiar manner; that is, the man Jesus Christ is as- 
sumed by the great God, into so near and intimate a 
union with himself, that they are often represented as 
one complex person, or personal agent. The man Jesus 
Christ is the inferiour agent or medium of the great God, 
who acteth whatsoever he pleases in and by the man 
Jesus Christ.”t ‘These views, in every important res- 


* Faithful Inquiry after the ancient and original Dactrine of the 
Trinity, tuught by Christ and his Apostles, p. 19, 20. ‘ 
+ Ibid, p. 24. 
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Luke nor John, Paul nor Peter, James nor Jude have 
left us any thing whence we can infer it.”* 

Now, if there be any meaning in words, can we infer 
from this language, that Watts believed the Holy Spirit 
to be a distinct being, equal in power and duration to 
God the Father? On the contrary, could he express in 
more decided terms his disbelief of the personality of 
the Holy Spirit, or of the propriety of its receiving wor- 
ship and praise? .What kind of faith in the trinity is 
that, which rejects the separate personal existence, and 
the worship of the Holy Spirit? To call a man a trini- 
tarian, with such a faith, is contradictory and absurd. 

Iam not attempting to exhibit a general system of 
Watts’s theological opinions. In some respects they 
were peculiar, but these peculiarities are not concerned 
in the present discussion. I aim only to prove, that he 
was not a trinitarian, or that he did not believe in the 
existence of three equal, and separate persons, beings, 
agents, or essences, in the Deity. On the testimony of 
Lardner, and especially on Watts’s own writings as 
quoted above, the argument may safely rest, without 
danger of being destroyed or weakened. 

You refer to Watts’s Psalms and Hymns, as testify- 
ing to his trinitarianism. Can you be ignorant of the 
fact, that he was desirous, long before his death, of sup- 
pressing or altering these, but was prevented by circum- 
stances wholly beyond his control? He had sold the 
copyright, and could not recover it. ‘This he states as 
the reason why he was compelled to desist from any at- 
tempt to make such alterations, as hig change of senti- 
ments would seem to requiret 


* Faithful Inquiry, &c. p, 30, 32: 
+ In writing to Mr. ‘Tomkins, on the subject of his Hymns, Watt 
says, “I might tell you, that of all the books I have written, that 
Q7 
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Chaplain in Congress. 


Tue members of the House of Representatives in 
Congress, at the commencement of their present ses- 
sion, made choice of a person for chaplain, whose reli- 
gious sentiments were known to be unitarian. This 
choice has produced much excitement among the ene- 
mies of what we think the true faith. If we may judge 
from the strain of remarks, in which they have indulged 
in many of the papers and other publications of the 
country, we must suppose they consider it not only an 
evidence of the deplorable religious indifference of the 
Representatives in Congress, but an omen of the greatest 
national calamity. ‘This solicitude is no doubt prompt- 
ed by pious motives, and therefore deserves our sympa- 
thy. We cannot work ourselves up, however, to that 
sense of danger, which some have expressed with so 
much pathos, and such lively symptoms of alarm. We 
have no fears connected with this subject; but we rely 
on the wisdom and guidance of God, to employ such 
means for the diffusion of truth and the principles of a 
pure religion, as will be most effectual. 

Nowhere, we presume, has the tocsin been sounded 
with so much vehemence, and eager prompiness, as in 
the city of Washington. Many of the pulpits were for 
a time converted into theatres of vituperation against 
unitarians, and ine tabernacles of the holy Ged were 
made to resound with the voice o passion and anathe- 
ma. And what is sti!l more strange, this is called reli- 
gion, even in a christian land. In our Saviour’s time, 
religion consisted in humble piety, love to God and 
man, and in the exercise of all the kind and gentle affec- 
tions towards our brethren. Sed tempora mutantur. 
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misconception, and erroneous statement, which we re- 
collect ever to have witnessed. Our earnest prayer is, 
that such of our opponents, as think it their duty to 
preach and write against unitarians, would also deem it 
a part of their duty to learn the truth, that they may at 
least save themselves from the folly of making such 
gross blunders, as they are perpetually committing, al- 
though they may not find it in their hearts to be any the 
more sparing of their censures. 

Mr. Hawley begins by asserting, that unitarians “de- 
ny the fall of man, the divinity of Jesus Christ, and the 
influences of the Holy Spirit upon the heart.” This as- 
sertion is radically untrue. They deny neither. ‘They 
believe in the fall of man, as much as any trinitarian. 
They believe in the divinity of Christ, not that he was 
God, but that he was a divine person, clothed with divine 
honours, invested with divine powers, and sent to per- 
form divine works, which none but God, or a being ac- 
tuated by the wisdom and the special influence of God, 
could perform. They hold to the influence of the Holy 
Spirit on the Saviour, the apostles, and all sincere and 
faithful christians. We repeat, then, that the above 
Sweeping assertion is untrue. : 

In another place, the preacher says, “With respect to 
the sacraments of the church, if the declarations of their 
teachers are to be believed, they are considered of no 
importance.” This is so glaringly incorrect, that we 
are astonished any man should be willing to risk his 
reputation for veracity, or even good intentions, on 
such a statement. It is well known to all, who know 
any thing on the subject, that unitarians pay as much 


reverence to the appointed ordinances of the christian 


religion, and ate as habitual in their practice of them, 
as any other denomination of christians. 
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feelings, and at the same time convince them how im- 
portant it is on our part to persevere in every laudable 
attempt to enlighten the ignorance, which is so prone 
to misrepresent the objects of our faith, to depreciate 
our characters, and mistake our motives. ‘The follow- 


ing extracts are from a periodical work, published in the 
city of Washington. 

“The atheist, the deist, and the unitarian, are all enemies of the 
universal chureh, contending for the subversion of the essential arti- 
cles of the creed of all other denominations.” 

**An enemy that can live only upon the vitals of christianity, and 
ean flourish but amidst the ruins of her-churches, is now endeavour- 
ing with a resolnte and noisy struggle, to eveet her daring front; and 
by collecting to her ranks a motley group of ‘infidels of every degree 
and kind, who care not by what name they go, so that they oppose 
the religion of the Bible, is threatening, in her vaunting menaces, to 
plant her standard upon the very citadel of orthodoxy, and ercet a 
statue toher name in every temple of christendom. Her name is 
unitarianism,” 3 

“Of so little consequence does it seem to the members of this 
sect, whether they believe one thing or another, after acknowledging 
those first principles, which the light of nature teaches, so that they 
only reject the doctrine of the trinity, and those other truths of the 
gospel, which make up the great distinctive character of the christian 
religion, that, in reading the Abstract of Unitarian Belief, we have no 
security for its reception by a single unitarian besides its author; and 
in grounding an argument upon it in opposition to unitarianism, we 


may find, that we are doing little more in reality, than contending 


with the editor of the Miscellany.” 
‘It (unitarianism) is a system, which ancient heretics would have 


mate, could their infidelity have been unshackled by the clear invese’ 


tigations of apostolic ages, and unarrested at every step by a clear mee 
mento of something that an apostle spoke. It is a system, which a 


man ought to make in obedience to the conclusions of reason, when 


once he has laid aside the doctrine of our Saviour’s divinity, but 
which the ancient heretics, born in times so near the days of Christ, 
and surrounded by traditions in support of what the Scriptures related 
of Christ, had not the hardihood to maintain, or the daring to in- 
veut.” 


ee 


erg —— 
as 











ee ake 
ccvimtntsintninteadelmgn anual 


2 SS TS 
ee ee ee 


ed ia 









: a _- re 


; 
re ere eels oct 


- 




















34} pur Suipuvjssapun ou} uO sajdiouLd uImjzJ199 Jo dou 
-NYUL Vy} SJOpvaa ano Surmoys jo vsodand ay} aasas qt 
Asyy ‘uondiuosap avjimis v yo ‘saounos snowva uwiolys 
$.191[}0 399]98 0} A][euoIsvd20 asodoid aAq *asn 0} WIY 
MO]]B P[nood Jaysvaid xopoyzs0 ue jo sajdiouiid snoiSiyas 
dy) yoy ‘aSunSury jo pury ay} jo uaunoads snoiino & 
UIAIS “IQUINU JIWIOJ BV UL ‘BABY IK PLAY sIy? UTAaNG 


“hacopoyyig fo judg 


“ASojode JuaoyyNs B 9q [[LM S14} adoy aa pue ‘aduazap Ut 
A[uo yse} Sly} 0} papuadsapuod aavy 944 *sTUIY) pao 
-us jo Suryeads ut pefojdwa uaaq aavy yoiyar ‘suoisnyye 
AVS/NA puv s}YSnoy} Moy yvada1 0} JO ‘UOIe}UVSaIdaasIU 
asodxa 0} Ajnp juvseajd ou sijy “s3aUUeW pu YyNIy Jo 
quiod ut yz0q ‘ajoym ay} Jo uauttdads a]quinoaRy e ZIQIYXE 
Aayy, “*ySnous aq [j!m ‘ounsaid am ‘sojdwexo asoyy, 


< OU svUIOY T SPAY Usaq sy peYy 

¢gdoin7 0} payodsavay aseq AJo78] DARY souOg ssouM SueUT poysmnSuN 

-SIp 28Y} f90qJO YY 10) UasOYyP oavy Aaradoad* sures oy ya yySron 

oy ‘smora peorSojoaty sty pa Saurarp v sv suoreoytyenb sry 0} pavda.x 

ar "|e aaye aR *ostur01d Aawarpao UBy} a1oul JO puy ‘sjuoUIUTEIe 

awospusy jo uvut Sunof & poutaaysa st ay ‘aoye] ay} 07 se pue farey 

spuyjs ‘poutioyur we 7 faajzoureys sty S19utI0J ay} 0} Joodsar YA, © 

*Suoarm st 1B ‘3ao1m aq 

YNVy sty Fl fsyaowureye Arerazyy sty oq Leu yum sayew ou fureydeqo 

MdY} 1OJ PdJI]J9 aavYy IsNoPY oy} JO Sdaquiaw ay} WOYA ‘yenptarpuT 
ay} JO Aa}oBIBYO JeIoUr oy oq Av zeYyM SatOJa19y) S1d}JeUI ON,, 

“MOIAVG poylonsad & UT 

yey JO souatpago Ajoy ay Jo suoNediygo ay} Wye A10zednu saspuss pus 

*ys11yZ) susoe¢ {q uoryeAyes jo UB d;OYA 9tT}} SMOITLIBAO ‘pory jo suoTN} 
-1)SUI 94} PIOA sayeu ‘pourez1908s" 9q UO SY 1B} OS SUID3SAS AI9Y T >, 

“U1dY} JO ADYWI UBY} UBNSLIYS JO sUeU JY} WIELD 03 I4SEH 

31001 OU avy pus ‘sjapyur pus ‘smor ‘suxjoWOYEP YHA punols sures 

ay) Adnoso suviivyun Suonesoprsuos nod 10} pazuasaid 3q wes yolqns 
a) yoru ur, ‘aayovord ay) sonunuos ..“marta jo yurod Auaaa Uy,, 


‘hopoyjig fo pruidg P63 











he 





THE 


UNITARIAN MISCELLANY 


AND 


CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 





— 


No. XVI.] APRIL, 1822. 3 [Vol. If. 











Letter from a Gentleman in Virginia. 


To the Editor. 


Bir, 

{f the experience of an obscure individual can be 
deemed worthy of a place in your little work, it is 
cheerfully offered. I give it also with the hope, that 
some one of the multitude, whose minds are warped by 
the misrepresentations of the bigot, or devotee, may, 
like me, be led to reflection, and instead of receiving 
the prejudices of any sect for gospel truths, may judge 
for himself concerning “the one thing needful.” 


I was educated in the doctrines of the Protestant . 
Episcopal Church, and my mother, a truly pious chris- — 


tian, spared no pains to inculcate those particular tenets, 
which she so zealously believed. I had the misfortune 
to lose her at an early age, but her kind admonitions 
were already deeply impressed upon my heart. Having 


‘attained the age of manhood, I began to weigh more 


deliberately the religion I professed. My Bible was not 

only read, but studied. Left now to judge for myself, 

not only the fori of worship, but many of the creeds 

and doctrines of our church, appeared to me unwarrant- 

ed by scripture, irrational, and inconsistent. But of all 
28 
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both “denied the Lord that bought them;” and that they 
ascribed not half the sanctity to our Saviour, which a 
Turk ascribes to his prophet; and a hundred other ab- 
surdities, which-I shall not take the trouble to repeat. 
To return, therefore, when I first cast my eye on your 
little pamphlet, it was the title, which more particularly 
attracted my attention. “The Unitarian Miscellany 
and Christian Monitor.” Strange, thought I, that the 
name of him, whom they utterly deny, should be adopt- 
ed as a title. Impelled by curiosity, perhaps, more 
than any other motive, I was induced to read it; and 
that day I shall ever consider as the most important of 
my life. I shall not occupy your time by descanting on 
the pleasure | took in the perusal of it. I soon after 
had the good fortune to meet with the two first num- 
bers, as also a Sermon preached at the Ordination of the 
Rey. Jared Sparks. These have entirely dispelled my 
doubts, the stumbling block of trinitarianism is removed, 
and a new light has burst upon my mind. Ihave now 
a more clear and rational view of christianity, than was 
ever before presented to me. No longer am I forbidden 
to search into the mysteries of God, but taught to exer- 
cise my reason, cultivate the “talent” that is given me, 
and apply at the fountain head for a solution of all 
difficulties. The doctrines of the trinity, original sin, 
and predestination, to me the most revolting of all, alike 
dwindle into insignificance. A just and rational belief 
is substituted for that, which was crude and unintelli- 
gible. 

I will cheerfully assist in the circulation of your traly 
valuable “Christian Monitor,” in gratitude for the bene- 
fit [have derived from it, and through zeal for the 
cause; “for if some stop be not put to the absurdities of 
calvinism, and those doctrines of the dark ages are still 
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Rev. Mr. Eastin’s Protest. 501 


mine own will, but the will of him, that sent me.” 
John vi. 58. “He that sent me is true, and I speak to 
the world those things, which I have heard of him.” 
vill. 26 “I do nothing of myself; vut as my Father 
hath taught me, I speak these things.” Verse 28. 
“Neither came I of myself, but he sent me.” Verse 42. 
“I have not spoken of myself, but the Father which sent 
me, he gave me a commandment what L should say, and 
what I should speak.” xii. 49. “The words that I 
speak unto you, | speak not of myself; but the Father, 
that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.” xiv.10. “As 
the Father gave me commandment, even sol do” v.31. 
“All things are delivered unto me of my Father.” 
Matth. xi. 27. Many other texts of a similar descrip- 
tion might be quoted, but these are enough. If that 
being, who was sent, and taught, who could do nothing 
of himself, who acted from a command that was given 
to him, if that being was not inferiour to the supreme 
God, not in one particular only, but in all respects, it 
will be impossible to frame language so as to express 
an inferiority.* 

A great portion of the New Testament might be 
transcribed in proof of. the subordination of the Lord 
Jesus Christ to his God and Father. He has openly, 
explicitly, and repeatedly avowed, that he was sent of 
God, that the works he wrought were in obedience to 
the Father, and by the power of the Father that dwelt 
in him. Is it not strange, that men, who profess to love 
him and to rely on him for salvation, should, notwith- 
standing what he has said proving his subordination to 
the Father, declare they will not trust him, for their 
Saviour, unless he be the Eternal God, and that they 

* We have omitted for want of room a large number of passages, 
which were yery uppropriately cited by Mr. Eastin. 
28* 
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Parable against Persecution. $03 


and powers, and as a prince and a Saviour he gives re- 
pentance and remission of sins. 

We believe, that Jesus Christ is the only mediator 
between God and men, and that there is no other name, 
under heaven given among men whereby we must be 
saved. 

But we do not believe him to be that God with whom 
he mediates; for, with the apostle, we believe there is 
one God, and one mediator. Nor do we believe, that 
God is a mediator with himself; but that Jesus Christ is 


the only mediator with God in the behalf of man. 


We are in peace with all men as far as we know; 
and may the God of peace and love rest and abide with 
you, and incline your hearts to do and act for his glory, 
through Christ Jesus our Lord. 


Parable against Persecution. 


Tue following beautiful parable closes Jeremy Tay- 
lor’s admirable work on the Liberty of Prophesying, 
and contains a moral, which many christians of the pre- 
sent day might apply to themselves, with no little profit 
to their charity and christian spirit. It was somewhat 
enlarged, and perhaps improved, by Dr. Franklin, in 
his very ingenious imitation of scripture language. - It 
‘ts presented below in both forms. 


; From Jeremy Taylor. 
I end with a story, which I find in the Jews’ books. 
‘When Abraham sat at his tent door, according to his 
custom, waiting to entertain strangers, he espied an old 
man, stooping and leaning on his staff, weary with age 
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Parable against Persecution. 805 


and they went into the tent; and Abraham baked an- 
leavened bread, and they did eat. , 

6. And when Abraham saw, that the man blessed not 
God, he said unto him, Wherefore dost thou not worship 
the most high God, Creator of heaven and earth? 

7. And the man answered and said, 1 do not worship 
thy God, neither do I call upon his name; for I have 
made to myself a god, which abideth always in my 
house, and provideth me with all things. 

8. And Abraham’s zeal was kindled against the man, 
and he rose, and feil upon him, and drove him forth with 
blows into the wilderness. 

9. And God called unto Abraham, saying, Abraham, 
where is the stranger? | 

i0. And Abraham answered and said, Lord, he would 
not worship thee, neither would he call upon thy name, 
therefore have I driven him out from before my face 
into the wilderness. 

11. And God said, have I borne with him these hun- 


dred and ninety and eight years, and nourished him, | 


and clothed him, notwithstanding his rebellion against 
me, and couldst not thou, who art thyself a stmner, bear 
with him one night? ae 

12. And Abraham said, Let not the anger of my Lord 
wax hot against his servant; lo, | have sinned, forgive 
me, | pray thee. ‘ 

13. And Abraham arose, and went forth into the wil 
derness, and diligently sought for the man, and found 
him, and returned with him to the tent; and when he 
had entreated him kindly, he sent him away on the mor- 
row with gifts. 

14. And God spake again unto Abraham, saying, For 
this thy sin thy seed shall be afflicted four hundred 
years in a strange land. 
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Concerning our Lord. 307 


of the words Father and Son from the analogy of every 
thing with which we are acquainted; viewing this col- 
lected testimony in all its bearings, 1 know not how the 
equality of the Son of God to God himself, can be held 
as a doctrine of scripture. 

“All things are delivered unto me of my Father.”— 
Matt. xi. 27. “To sit on my right hand and on my left, 
is not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for 
whom it is prepared of my Father.”—Matt. xx. 23. “O 
my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; 
nevertheless, not as J will, but as thou wilt.”—Matt. 
xxvi. 39. “All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth.”—Matt. xxviii. 18. “And I appoint unto you 
a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me.”— 
Luke xxii. 29. “The only begotten of the Father.”— 
John i. 14. “The first-born of every creature.”—Col. i. 
15. “For God giveth not the Spirit by measure unte 
him.”—John iti. 34. “Verily, verily, [say unto you; the 
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Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the 4 4 
; Father do; for the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth 1 
him all things that himself doeth; he hath committed all Wf 
judgment unto the Son, for as the Father hath life in him- ' 
. self, so hath he given unto the Son to have life in him- ‘i 
. self, and hath given him authority to execute judgment | | i 
> also, because he is the Son of man. I can of mine own ) id 
y self do nothing; as [ hear I judge, and my judgment is || i] 
" just; because I seek not my own will, but the will of the ae 
Q Father which hath sent me. For the works which the oh 
t Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I i} 
- do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. | 
- Iam come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not; ij li 
e if another shall come in his own name, him ye will re- - 4 " 


i= ceive.”—John v. 25—44. Py) 
£ “Him hath God the Father sealed—for I came down ; 
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Concerning our Lord. 369 


Shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.” 
John xvi. 23. 

* Asthou hast given him power over all flesh, that 
he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given 
him. Thine they were, and thou gavest them me. I 
have given unto them the words that thou gavest me, 
and they have received them, and have known surely 
that I came out from thee, and have believed, that thou 
didst send me. Keep through thine own name, those 
whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we 
are. As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have 
I sent them into the world. The glory which thou 
gavest me, | have given them,”—John xvii. 2, 6, 8, 11, 
18, 22. “I ascend unto my Father, and your Father, to 
my God and your God. As my Father hath sent me, 
even so send I you.”—John xx. 17—1. “God hath 
made him both Lord and Christ.°—Acts.ii. 56. “Him 
hath God evalted-with his right hand to be a-Prince and 
a Saviour."—Acts v.51. “He hath appointed a day in 
the which he will judge the world in righteousness by 
that man whom he hath ordained.”—Acts xvii. 31. 
God hath raised him from the dead.,—Rom. x. 9. “At 
the coming of Christ, then cometh the end, when he 
Shall have delivered up the kingdom unto God, even 
the Father—then shall the Son also himself be subject 
anto him that put all things under him,; that God 
may be all in all.” 1 Cor. xv. 24, 28. 

Such is the language of Scripture. What does it 
teach? ‘That the Son is equal to the Father? That he, 
who is said repeatedly to be “sent,” “sealed,” “filled,” 
“exalted,” “ordained,” “anointed,” “sanctified,” whose 
“power is given,” whose “doctrine isnot his own,” whose 
very “will” ts subject to another, that this being is the 
self existing God, by whom all these gifts are conferred, 

29 
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Exclamation of Thomas to our Lord. Sit 


ncredulity was removed; that is, he believed him to have 
arisen, and to be still alive; and for this reason only, be- 
cause he had seen him. ‘This is plain from the words of 


our Saviour immediately following. “Thomas, because 


thou hast seen me, thov hast believed.” When Christ 
exposed the wounds in his side and hands, and told him, 
on exhibiting these, “not to be faithless, but believing,” 
could this possibly be an evidence to Thomas, that the 
person with whom he was conversing was the invisible 
God? He certainly did not believe him to be God just 
before, when he refused to believe in his resurrection. 
He now saw him in bodily presence with the wounds in- 
flicted at his death. Who will say, that this was cal- 
culated to produce a conviction of his being the supreme, 
spiritual, eternal God? 

At that time, Thomas certainly considered the person 
before him to be the same with whom he had lived, 
whom he had seen overcome with trials, grief, and suf- 
ferings, and whom he knew to have been scourged, cru- 
cified, and buried. Did he believe this person to be the 
Supreme Being? Did he believe that the Father of the 
universe had died ona cross? How, then, could he be- 
lieve that person to be God, who he knew had thus 
died? 

Besides, if Thomas believed in the deity of Christ, 
how is it to be accounted for, that the other apostles 
never gave any indications of a similar faith? In all 
the histories of the evangelists we never find the apostles 
addressing Christ as the Supreme Being, nor speaking 
of him in that character. Even after his ascension, 
Peter, in his sermon to the people, so far from calling 
him God, designates him as “a man approved of God, by 
miracles, wonders, and signs, which God did by him.”* 


* Acts ii, 22, 
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slew, and hanged on a tree.’ Or thus, My Lord and 
my God, how great is thy power; for, saith St. Paul, 
Ephesians, i. 19, 20, God exerted the greatness of his 
power, and the activity of his might, in raising our Lord 
Jesus from the dead.” Lardner, Lindsey, Kenrick, 
and others have adopted this mode of interpretation. 

It has been argued as an objection to this latter expla- 
nation, that Thomas spoke directly to our Lord, and 
therefore the titles must be applied to him. This by no 
means follows. It is only a verbal objection, the weight 
of which will be removed by comparing this passage 
with others of similar phraseology in the Scriptures. 
“And Jonathan said unto David, O Lord, God of Israel.”* 
Yet no one ever supposed, that David was the supreme 
God; nor can such an inference be drawn with any 
more propriety from the words of Thomas in regard to 
Christ. 

The substance of what has here been said may be ex- 
pressed in few words as follows. Take the text alone, 
and it may admit the conclusion, that Thomas intended 
to address Christ as God. But ali the circumstances of 
the case. and the whole sense of scripture, forbid such a 
conclusion. It is obvious, that another explanation may 
be given in perfect consistency with these circum. 
stances, and the sense of scripture. We need not ask 
which our understanding, and a proper reverence for 
the Scriptures should incline us to adopt. If we were 
trinitarians, we do net see how we could with propriety 
- bring this text to our service.t 


* 1 Sam. xx. 12. 

t+ There have been different modes of rendering the original of the 
passage under consideratian into other languages. The Greek is, 
0 xvelog ms, xe1 0 Seog ws, but inthis language the nomina- 


tive case is often put for the vocative, Translators, therefore, take 
29* 
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by whom they are embraced. ‘The preliminary part of 
his discourse is taken up with several pertinent remarks 
on the corruptions, which, at a very early period crept 
into the christian scheme, and gradually mingled error 
with truth, till the doctrines originally taught by the Sa« 
viour were obscured and almost lost sight of amidst the 
darkness, which for a long time brooded over the world. 

“It was not long,” says the author, “that the doctrine 
taught by the founder of our faith remained in its pri- 
mitive purity. Soon it became incorporated with the 
philosophy of the age—it mingled with the interests of 
the world, and was corrupted and debased by human 
passions. in a few instances it had assumed a charac- 
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ter so different from what it was, as it first proceeded 
from the lips of Jesus and his apostles, that he who 
should then have first seen it, would scarcely have been 


able to recognize it as the same thing. that was pre- 
sented to his view and demanded his faith in the insti- 
tutions of the day. 

“The corruptions which thus early began to be intro- 
duced, were increased, as the religion passed into the 
deep intellectual and moral darkness of the ages that 
succeeded. And they were then perpetuated, and the 
restoration of the primitive faith was prevented, by the 
policy of withholding from christians the books of the 
New Testament, and permitting them to know their re- 
ligion only as it was to be.seen in the public institutions, 
and in the interpretations of the church.” 

After mentioning the difficulties, which the first re- 
formers were compelled to encounter, and showing that 
a religious reformation, from the nature of the case, will 
always be met with a strong. opposition, because it is a 
subject, in which the feelings, the prejudices, and the 
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fo the pilgrims of Leyden—that the followers of Lu- 
ther and Calvin would proceed no further than their 
leaders had gone before them; but still stuck where 
they left them, instead of proceeding forward in imita= 
tion of their example.— 

“In the present age, so distinguished for the light, 
which it has shed upon every other branch of human 
knowledge, the study of religion has not been neglected. 
The interpretation of the holy scriptures, in particular, 
has claimed a large share of the attention of christian 
students; and in no age probably, since the first promul- 
gation of the gospel, have the labours of the learned con- 
tributed so much, within a short time, to explain and 
illustrate the sacred books. New sources of knowledge 
having been opened in the course of three centuries, and 
the rules and principles of interpretation being better 
understood, than in the infancy of modern learning,—it 
has happened of course, that views of christian doctrine 
are entertained by many, in some important points, dif- 
ferent from the faith that was held by the first reform- 
ers, and from the system of doctrines, which has gene- 
rally prevailed in protestant churches since that time. 
The most important of these deviations have related to 
the personal tfnity of God, the nature and person of 
Jesus Christ, and several opinions, which have an im- 
mediate relation to the character of the moral govern- 
ment of God. 

“But these doctrines—by way of distinction, and with 
great propriety, denominated Unitarian—are not to be 
regarded as new discoveries. They were not first 
brought to light, nor first restored to light, by the labour 
and research of the present age. ‘They have been held 
by some of the greatest luminaries in the christian 
world, ever since the period of the reformation; and we 
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abuse to which they are exposed, who think it their duty 
to follow their own convictiens, and yield obedience to 
their conscience in their religious faith and principles, 
yet they are not without many consolations, and many 
encourageinents to firmness and perseverance. 

“For we find,” he observes, “that many, who have 
been most honoured as the asserters of christian truth 
and christian liberty, were yet once considered as having 
renounced the faith, and as deserving to be classed with 
infidels, and apostates, and the enemies of God. It 
was so with the primitive disciples of our Lord. It was 
so with the whole company of martyrs, who succeeded 
them, not only in bearing witness to the truth, through 
evil report as well as good report, but in sealing their 
testimony with their blood. It was so with the no less 
faithful and intrepid band of reformers, who first dared 
to attempt the delivering of our faith from the corrup- 
tions it had contracted in ages of darkness and eccle- 
siastical despotism. ‘They will not then be surprised, 
‘as if some strange thing had befallen them; nor discou- 
raged under the apprehension of being borne down, and 
seeing the failure of what they believe to be the cause 
of truth; nor will they yield to timid doubts and mis- 
giving of mind, under an impression, that to meet with 
opposition is any mark of error. ‘They will have satis- 
faction in reflecting, that in suffering opprobrium, they 
are associated with all those, who in every age have had 
occasion to stand forth in the cause of christian truth 
and liberty; and that if reproach or opposition be a 
mark of error, then are those of former ages, whom we 
are accustomed to hold in highest veneration, to be re- 
garded as faise teachers, and apostates from the true 
faith.” , 
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In the discharge of this duty we hope every one will 
give heed with readiness to the excellent:counsel of Dr. 
Ware. He would have us gentle and courteous, mild 
and amiable, forgiving and forbearing, even when we 
suffer wrongfully, and are thought worthy of the oblo- 
quy of the narrow minded, and the anathemas of the 
illnatured and bigetted. “If our christian faith, or our 
christian character be assailed with bitterness, and even 
the christian name be denied us, we must endeavour to 
manifest, that we deserve not the harsh and rude as- 
sault, that we merit not to be thus unceremoniously 
thrust out of the pale of charity, excluded from the 
kingdom of heaven, and classed with heathen and infi- 
dlels; by refraining from the imitation of the spirit which 
is thus excited against us, and by looking to him, whose 
example it is our duty and our highest glory in all things 
to follow, ‘who, when he was reviled, reviled not again, 
when he suffered, threatened not, but committed himself 
to him, who judgeth righteously.’” Let it be the prayer 
of us all to be guided by this spirit. 

Anether duiy, which the author urges wifh much 
earnestness, and at considerable length, is, that the in- 
fluence of our faith should be seen in our lives and 
practice. “We must not,” he tells us, “in our zeal to 
defend and support the articles of eur belief, forget that 
the great end of religion is personal holiness. That 
form of faith, and that system of dectrine, is the best, 
which tends the most effectually to produce the fruits of 
a holy life.” Faith is nothing, unless it descends into 
the heart, controls the will, subdues the passions, regu- 
Jates the temper and the affections, accerds with con- 
science, and establishes the habitual exercise of piety in 
the soul. Let our faith have this practical tendency, 
and we shall by degrees silence the evil reports of ‘our 
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‘ “If individual writers, of high character and stand- 
ing, have occasionally used expressions, which have 
been understdod to derogate from the authority of the 
Scriptures, and to exalt human reason above the reveal+ 
ed law of God, they are sentiments which are far from 
being received by unitarians generally. I know of no 
sentiment in which unitarians are more entirely agreed, 
than in the absolute authority of Divine Revelation. It 
is this very sentiment, and their reverence for the Scrip- 
tures in which it is contained, that has enkindled their 
zeal, and called forth their labours, and led them to 
push their inquiries into their authenticity, that they 
may free them from corruption,—that they may under- 
stand their meaning,—that they may know what are 
the doctrines which they reveal,—and that they may 
not mistake for truths of revelation, what are nothing 
more than human inventions.” 

The author has some very appropriate remarks on 
the charges, which are so disingenuously and repeatedly 
thrown out against us, that we degrade the character of 
the Saviour, and rank him no higher than the heathen 
sages and soralists, or than Moses and tlie prophets. 
He concludes as follows; 

“No charge can be more groundless, than that those, 
who deny the supreme divinity of Jesus Christ, rank 
him only with the heathen sages and moralists, with 
Confucius and Zoroaster, with Numa and Socrates. To 
them'we attribute only human wisdom and human au- 
thority; but to him, a divine commission, a wisdom and 
authority from heaven; for, as he proved his divine mis- 
sion by works, which no man could perform except God 
were with him, so we give full credit to his word, when 
he said—"The doctrine which I teach is not mine, but 
his who sent me.’ ‘The difference, then, that we place 
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especially the revelation of a future state, bringing 
them to repentance, obedience, and a holy life.” 

We have thus given a brief outline of Professor 
Ware’s discourse. We hope this will be enough to in- 
duce such of our readers, as have not seen the discourse 
itself, to read the whole. It discusses topics, which 
are worthy of the deliberate consideration, not only of 
unitarians, but of their opponents, and of all christians. — 


—————— 


Spirit of Orthodoxy. 


Tue materials for supplying this department of our 
work accumulate so fast, that we hardly know how to 
select, without going beyond the limits to which we feel 
bound to confine ourselves. And although we could not 
hope by our feeble aid to circulate any thing, which can 
more effectually promote the objects and principles of 
unitarianism, than many of the ebulitions, which, in the 
paroxisms of an uninformed and inconsiderate zeal, 
have escaped from our orthodox brethren, yet we con- 
fess it is with pain, that we are obliged to expose so 
much of the weakness of human nature, and of the 
desolating ravages of untamed passions, connected with 
apparent sincerity, and solemn religious professions. 
This is demanded, however, by justice to ourselves, and 
to the faith we embrace. 

When violent and offensive charges are preferred 
against us, it is our duty to make known the spirit by 
which they are dictated. Their truth and validity will 
chietly depend on this. If, for instance, our accusers are 
found to be guilty of the same crime, with which they 
would darken our characters, it is more than probable, 
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no means confident that something of the same kind will not soon be 
exhibited.” 7 

*‘It is plain, also, that unitarians reject every one of what we deem 
the peculiar and essential doctrines of the gospel. Aceording to this 
scheme, there is no other than a mere human, fallible, and peccable 
Saviour; no real redemption by the blood of Christ; no justification by 
his merits; no Holy Spirit to sanctify our depraved nature; no pre- 
vailing intercessor; nothing that can with propriety be called grace; 
all—all is figurative, cold, inadequate and unsatisfying.” 

‘“‘They have appeared willing to tolerate every thing excepting the 
truth. But when Christ was to be opposed, or his truth sacrificed, 
Herod and Pilate, by whatever names they were called, have been 
ever ready to make friends together. On this fact I make no further 
comment. You will judge for yourselves whether it is characteristic 
of the spirit of truth, or of the spirit of error.” 

“You are prepared, E hope, to decide promptly and without waver- 
ing, that they are by no means to be considered as christians, in any 
scriptural sense of the word; that their preaching is to be avoided-as 
blasphemy; their publications to be abhorred as pestiferous; their 
ordinances to be held unworthy of regard as christian institutions; 
and their persons to be in all respects treated as decent and sober 
deists in disguise. Such is the estimate which 1 feel constrained te 
form for myself; and, of course, that which I wish to impress upon 
your minds. And, if] donot deceive myself, you have seen enough 
to preclude all doubt as to its justice. Ifthey reject every fundamen- 
tal dnetrine of the religion of Christ, they, of course, reject christiani- 
ty; if they reject christianity, they, surely, are not christians; if they 
are not christians, their congregations, evidently, ought not to be 
called churches, nor their ordinances considered as valid; and, these 
things being so, you ought to regard a proposition to go and hear them 
preach, or to read their publications, as you would a proposition to 
hear a preacher of open infidelity, or to read an artful publication of 
a follower of Herbert or of Hume.” 

“If it was the duty of the reformers and their adherents, to come 
out from Babylon the great, the mother of harlots and abominations; 
and if it be allowed, on all hands, to be incumbent on christians to re= 
fuse all fellowship, in matters of religion, with the tribes of open infi- 
delity; to me it appears equaily plain, that christians ought no longer 
to acknowledge as such, or to think of meeting on any common reli- 


gious ground, those who deny the christian’s God, and preach entirely 
another gospel.” 





‘Those persons must have been very careless observers of what was 
passing before them, who have not pereeiyed, that infidels, seepticks, 
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Much opposition was as usual manifested at first by the 
orthodox, and the customary means of exciting. the 
popular voice, and predisposing the public mind against 
unitarians, were resorted to. But instead of suppress 
ing, they rather tended to awaken inquiry, and the sub- 
ject has attracted more attention, than even its most 
sanguine friends could have anticipated. 

Among other testimonies of the interest, which the 
people of that place and vicinity take in the cause, has 
been, the establishment of a Unitarian Book Society, 
ealled, “Ihe Northumberland Tract Society, for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge and the Practice of Vir- 
tue, by the Distribution of Books and Tracts, founded 
on the great Principle of the Unity of God, and the 
subordinate, though divine Commission and Authority 
of the Lord Jesus.” We have seen the Articles of the 
Society, and think them exceedingly well calculated 
to promote the desired object of union and concert 
among its members, and the diffusion of religious knows 
ledge. 

‘We are glad to see, that associations of this sort are 
becoming frequent. They afford an opportunity of 
great good, with little expense. Many will read, whe 
will not listen to a sermon. Neither the motives of 
curiosity nor of piety will take men far out of their 
way in quest of knowledge, especially when they are 
told that danger lurks in the path, ready to decoy and 
devour them. As we value religious truth and free- 
dom, as we hope to advance the glory of our Maker and 
the Redeemer’s kingdom, as we desire to bring all men 
to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, and to a 
solemn and practical regard for the holy precepts of his 
religion, let us not be weary in our efforts, nor sparing 
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feelings of those, who are unacquainted with the circum- 
stances under which we are placed, and with the me- 
tives by which we are guided. All we can say is, that 
we have endeavoured to exercise moderatron and dis- 
cretion. Our adversaries rise up so thickly and fiercely 
around us,and..conduct their assaults in such a variety 
of ways, that it would by no means be surprising. if our 
judgment should. not always dictate the best mode of 
‘defence. We trust, however, that we have committed 
no very heinous offence, nor essential mistake. If we 
have, we can hardly hope to improve, for we shall con- 
tinue to resist encroachments, assert and maintain our 
rights as christians, expose ignorance and misrepresent- 
ation, rebuke the rudeness of meddlesome bigotry, and 
go on, indeed, very much as we have done. We siall 
not be easily turned aside from any course, which we 
think will advance the cause of truth, and redound to 
the glory of God. 

It is hardly necessary, we presume, to remind our 
-agents and subscribers, that the amount of the subscrip- 
tion for the present year will-become due on the first of 
May. As our work was not intended to be a source of 
profit, it is important that our receipts should be punc- 
tually rendered; and thoughtfulness in tiis respect, on 
the part of our subscribers, is the more requisite, as 
many of them live at such a distance, and so much 
scattered, that much delay must necessarily attend any 
returns through the common channels of communication. 

We have uniformly sent out a larger number of 
pages, than was promised in the prospectus; and in the 
quality of its materials, and .the neatness of its execu- 
tion, we believe the Miscellany may be compared to ad- 
vantage with any similar. publication in the country. 
The next-volume will be commenced ona paper of a 
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Cyril, his proof of the trinity, 87 
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Dennis, Prebendary, cited, 
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Disney, 238, 240 
Divine Influence, unitarian 
views of, 67 
‘Divine Goodness, trust in, 80 


Doddridge, Rev. Dr. his let- 
ter to one, who impeached 


his religious motives, 182 
Deederivia, 215 
E. 

Eastin, Rev. Augustine, 
Protest af, 261, 300. Char- 
s ages against him 
y the Elkhorn Associa- 
tion, 262. Outlines of his 
belief, S02 
Eclectic Philosophy, 6 
Emlyn, Rev. Thomas, 109, 
note, ibd. 
Ena’et Ahmud, 208 
Episeopius on the want of 
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Errors in Religion, causes of, 1 
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Farri, justifiéation by, 100 
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Flavel, on the covenant of re- 
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Forster’s Sermons, 203 
Foster, Rev. James, on con- 
version, 66 
Fox, Rev. W. J. 116 
Franklin, Dr. his Parable 
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Geneva Catechism on future 
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Gentleman in Virginia, Let- 
ter from a, 297. Convert- 
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roof that_he consists of 
ut one person, 265 
Gospel, St. Matthew’s, not 
easy to tell the precise time 
at which it was written, 41. 
Probably written by St. 
Matthew himself in the 
Hebrew and Greek, 42, 
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Grant, quoted, note, 65 
Grecian Philosophy, perfeet- 
ed by Plato, 5. Beautiful 
in theory, but defective in 
its sanctions of virtue, ib. 
Gregory, 89 
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errors in the christian re- 
ligion, 6 

Letter from India on the 

missionary operations, 211. 

From a gentleman ion Vir- 
ginia, 297 

Létters to Dr. Miller, 20, 55, 
138, 226, 267 

Lightfoot, singular extract 
from, nole, 88 


Lincoln, Bishop of, 241 


Lindsey, Theophilus, _ first 
minister in the Essex-street 
Chapel, London, 108. 
Friend of Blackburne, 238 

Lindsly, professor, his dis- 
course, 56 His apology, 
121. His opinions of the 
qualifications of unitarians, 123 

Little, Rev. Robert, his dis- 
course On the mystery of 
Christ, 118. Appointed 
pastor of the unitarian 
church in Washington, 252 

Liturgy, altered by Dr. 
ra 107. Improved, 
in use at King’s Chapel, 
Boston, note, 1b. 

Locke, an advocate for tole- 
ration and civil liberty, 105. 

His fundamental article of 
faith, 177. His language 
respecting the trinity, mis- 
quoted with fabrications, 
178. Unitarian sentiments 
of, 274. His Reasonable- 
ness of Christianity, object 
of, 24. His two Vindieca- 
tions, 175. His Paraphrase 
of Rom. ix. 5, quoted, note, 
ib. His Reply to Stilling- 
fleet, 280. Was probably 


an Arian, 281 
Lord’s Supper, duty of ceie- 
brating the, 194 
Luke i, 16, 17, explained, 78 
M. 


Mannine, Rev. Wm. one of 
the two thousand ejected 
ministers in the reign of 
Charles II, 109. Convert- 
ed to the unitarian faith by 
reading Sherlock’s Vuindi- 
cation of the trinity, note, ib. 





Manuscripts of the Bible, 
three hundred discovered 
since King James’s transla- 


tion, g 
Mardon, his letter to Dr. 
Chalmers, cited, 273 


Marshman, Rev. J. his reply 


to Ram Mobun Koy, 207 


Martyn, Henry, his controver- 
sies in Persia andIndia, 209 
Mason, Rev. Dr. his farewell 
Discourse, 243. Notice of, 
by Mr. Walsh, 
Mather, Cotton, 75 
Matthew, on the Gospel of, 41 
Matthew xxviii, 19, explain- 


ed, 216 
May, Rev. Samuel J. ordi- 
nation of, 332 


Merrivale, Rev. Mr. letter 
from, to Dr. Priestley, 285° 
Miller, Rev. Dr. Letter to, 
on the moral tendency of 
unitarian Preaching, 20. 
Letter to, on the compara- 
tive morals of unitarians and 
calvinists, 55. Letter to, 
on the nature and objects of 
christian charity, 138. His 
presumption, f61. Letter 
to, on the morals of English 
unitarians, 226. Letter to, 
on the Sentiments of New- 
ton, Locke, and Watts, 267. 
His Letters on Unitarianism, 326 


Mills, cited, 270 
Milner, quoted, note, 277 
Milton, . 204 
Missionaries in India, causes 

of their ill-success, 207 
Mosheim, 65 
Mystery of Christ, 118 

N. 

Name, christian, on the, 122 
Names, authority of, 268 


Newcome, his historical view 
of English biblical Transla- 


tions, a 


Newton, Sir Isaac, an habitu- 
al student in tie Seriptures, 
107, A unitarian, 1. 
Theological sentiments of, 
269. is two Letters to 
Le Clerc on | Tim, iii. 16, 
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